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LoP HELD OVER REMARKS DIRECTED
AT ACTOR LINKED TO CM VIJAY

arrestsparks

LUCKNOW, MUMBAI,

Udhayanidhj Gen Zloud and clear on the street but
invisible in Parliament, Assemblies

row, I'N House¢
meets today

Only 6 MPs & 20 MLAs from GenZ, given

e Party-wise GenZ MPs and MLAs
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Amdawarded the

Tamil Nadu Leader of Opposition Udhayanidhi Stalin after being
questioned by police in Tamil Nadu’s Thanjavur district, Tuesday. pri

HC orders release;
DMK leader says
row a bid to divert
attention from
Cauvery dispute

Arun Janardhanan
Chennai, August 4

THE ARREST of DMK leader
Udhayanidhi Stalin, the Leader
of the Opposition (LoP) in the
Tamil Nadu Assembly, on
Tuesday over his alleged sex-
ually coloured remarks at a

public meeting on the ties be-
tween Chief Minister C Joseph
Vijay and a Tamil actor esca-
lated into a showdown between
the TVK-led government and
the DMK in the state.

The row triggered a war of
words between the Vijay-led
TVK and the DMK onthe eve of
the Assembly’s Budget Session,
setting off statewide protests
and alegal battle in the Madras
High Court.

Hours after the police took
Udhayanidhi to Thanjavur, he
was questioned at the Sengi-
patti police station before being
released on bail as per the
High Court’s order.

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

eligibility age is 25 for candidates,
but population share is nearly 26%

Anjishnu Das
New Delhi, August 4

ON THE streets, Gen Z’s voice
ringsloud and clear, butin Par-
liament and the state legisla-
tures, it remains a faint echo.
Thereason: Gen Zaccounts
for over a quarter of the
country's population, yet its
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®OPPOSITION PDP will hold
protestsin J&K to mark the
seventh anniversary of the
abrogation of Article 370.
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Delhi distances itself
from Hasina event
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Sarvam Al’s Pratyush Kumar and
tech investor Rajan Anandan

ENS Economic Bureau
Mumbai, August 4

INDIA CAN catch up with fron-
tier artificial intelligence
models developed in the West
within ayear, with the country’s
Al ecosystem currently only a
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$10-billion investment away
from competing with global
players, according to Pratyush
Kumar, co-founder and CEO of
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MOVING TO address concerns

INDIA TOJAPAN, in Dhaka, Delhi made it clear
VIANORTH EAST Tuesday it was neither in-
PAGE 11 volved in nor wasitgoingtoen-

dorse any view aired during

its media not to air

Wednesday marks two years of
the fall of Hasina government

ousted Bangladesh Prime Min-
ister Sheikh Hasina’s publicin-
teraction scheduled Wednes-
day in the Capital. She is
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Can boarded-out
cadets be given
quota as ex-military
personnel, asks SC

Express News Service
New Delhi, August 4

The Supreme Court on Tues-
day said it will consider what
benefits can be provided to of-
ficer cadets boarded out from
the military on account of dis-
ability suffered duringtraining,
even if the ex-servicemen tag
could notbe extended to them.

A bench of Justices BV Na-
garathna and R Mahadevan
said this after the Centre cited
problems in extending the ex-
servicemen nomenclature to
the outboarded cadets.

“Without using the word ex-
servicemen, what benefits you
canget we will see,” Justice Na-
garathna said.

The court also asked the
government to “reconsider the
recommendations made by the
Sabharwal Committee in light
of the fact that the matterisnow
taken up by this court in order
to ameliorate the condition of
the outboarded candidates”.

The July 2015 report by a
committee headed by Lieuten-
ant General (retd) Mukesh Sab-
harwal had looked into the
issue of the disabled candidates
and made some recommenda-
tions, including treating them
as ex-servicemen and provid-
ing disability pension to them.

Justice Nagarathna said if
the outboarded cadets cannot
be treated as ex-servicemen,
they can be brought in the cat-

egory of ex-military personnel
and be provided reservation
benefits.

The court said that “States
and UT’s could also consider
granting reservation to out-
boarded cadets in the quota of
ex-military personnel...”.

Justice Nagarathna told the
Centre’scounsel, “Seethe plight
of the parents, see the plight of
the child. Arm is not there, am-
putation, wheelchair-bound.
Who will look after (them), after
the parents go...They were quali-
fied tobeinthetraining. Sothey
are not just an ordinary stu-
dent...that is why the degree of
disappointment is high. We have
kept that in mind. That is the
only reason why we instituted
this — the degree of disappoint-
ment... for that person, family,
parents, is so high, because the
expectation was so high...”

The SC had taken suo motu
cognizance of the matter fol-
lowing a report in The Indian
Express on August 11 last year
about how these officer cadets
have been battling severe dis-
ability with mounting medical
bills and little benefits. Accord-
ing to the report, around 500
officer cadets have been medi-
cally discharged from top insti-
tutes such as the National De-
fence Academy since 1985 due
to varying degrees of disability
incurred during training.

The court will now hear the
matter on September 8.

India slams Pakistan
over civilian killings
in PoK during polls

Express News Service
New Delhi, August 4

INDIA ON Tuesday upped the
offensive on Pakistan over the
elections in Pakistan-occupied
Kashmir (PoK), calling them a
“complete farce” and slamming
thekillingof atleast 90 civilians
in the crackdown by its forces.

This is the second time in
the last four days that Delhi has
responded sharply to Islama-
bad’s “ruthless” use of force
against peaceful protesters.
Earlier, on July 31, India had
called upon the international
community to scrutinise and
hold Pakistan accountable for
the “atrocities” being com-
mitted in the PoK.

On Tuesday, responding to
questions, the Ministry of Ex-

ternal Affairs’ official spokes-
person Randhir Jaiswal said,
“Thisso-called local election in
PoK is a complete farce. The
real happeningis that of public
protests and wanton killings by
Pakistani forces. Such hollow
exercises cannot hide reality.”
“Since Junethis year, atleast
90 civilians have lost their lives
in the continuing crackdown.
The Pakistani establishment
hasanswered public discontent
with bullets, blackouts, intimi-
dation and repression, and now
seeks to manufacture legit-
imacy through a hollow electo-
ral exercise. It must be held ac-
countable, and the world
should see through the flimsy
veneer of Pakistan’s hypocriti-
callecturing on humanrights,”
the MEA spokesperson said.

Adopt SOP against mule
accounts in 4 weeks, SC
directs states & UTSs

Ananthakrishnan G
New Delhi, August 4

EXPEDITING EFFORTS to
check the menace of ‘digital ar-
rest’ scams, the Supreme Court
Tuesday directed statesand UTs
to formally adopt and circulate
within four weeks the Standard
Operating Procedure (SOP) pre-
scribing temporary debit holds
on suspicious amounts/ ac-
counts to prevent mule activ-
ities and cyber-enabled fraud.

Issuingaseries of directions,
thebench of CJISuryaKant, Jus-
tice Joymalya Bagchi and Jus-
tice V Mohana said, “While the
progress reported at this junc-
tureisappreciable, the mechan-
ismsalready putin placerequire
wider adoption, faster disposal,
and continued follow-up.”

In April this year, the Su-
preme Court was told by the
Centre that the Inter-Depart-
mental Committee (IDC), consti-
tuted following directions from
the Court, had agreed with the
SOP framework, proposed by
the Reserve Bank of India, pre-
scribingaction by banks for plac-
ing temporary debit holds on
suspicious amounts/ accounts.

OnTuesday, thebench asked
states and UTs to notify and op-
erationalise State Cyber Crime
Coordination Centreswithinthe
time period. It said the SOP must
additionally incorporate a griev-
ance redressal mechanism, a
money restoration module and
measures for public awareness
regarding both.

The bench asked the Regis-
trar Generals of all High Courts
tobring the grievance redressal
mechanism to the attention of

courts and adjudicating auth-
orities dealing with freezing of
bank accounts. “An aggrieved
person may ordinarily be en-
couraged to avail of that mech-
anism in the first instance,
though it shall not be a bar to
any prosecution, statutory, or
other legal remedies,” it said.

States and UTs have been
directed toadopt the e-zero FIR
mechanism in consultation
with the Indian Cyber Crime
Coordination Centre (I4C).

Underlining the need for fast
disposal of complaintsregarding
freezingofbankaccountsinsuch
cases of cyber-enabled financial
frauds, the bench asked the IDC
toissuenecessary advisoriesand
directionstoall States, UTs, min-
istries and government depart-
ments to undertake extensive
public awareness programmes
on preventionof cyber crimeand
digital arrest scams, grievancere-
dressal and money restoration
modulesand the SOP of the Min-
istry of Home Affairs on custody
and restoration of defrauded
money. It asked the panel to co-
ordinate with banks regarding
steps to prevent ‘digital arrest’
scams, facilitate recovery of de-
frauded money, assist investiga-
tions and ensure compliance
with applicable laws.

To reinforce protection of
victims of ‘digital arrest’ fraud,
thebench also asked the IDCto
consider the proposal for intro-
ducing a shared liability and
victim compensation frame-
work for them. The IDC was
told to examine the proposal for
reducingthe existing monetary
threshold for CBI to undertake
investigation into such cases.
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ﬁhayanidhi arrest

Earlier in the day, at around
9.30 am, a joint team of police
from Thanjavur and Chennai’s
Neelankarai arrived at Udhaya-
nidhi’s residence in the East
Coast Road neighbourhood in
the state capital. Security had
been tightened outside the
house. As television cameras
gathered, officers escorted the
former deputy chief minister
into a police vehicle at around
11 am. Before leaving his resi-
dence, the LoP accused the
Vijay government of “manufac-
turing” a controversy to divert
attention from the Cauvery
water dispute.

“I'spoke for over 20 minutes
on farmers, their welfare and
the Cauvery river water issue.
They have manipulated some-
thing that I never spoke about
and are using it as a diversion
tactic,” Udhayanidhi, son of
DMK president MK Stalin, told
reporters. “Even a basic
member of my party willnotbe
threatened by such arrests. We
will face it legally.”

His arrest followed a com-
plaint filed by a functionary of
the TVK women’s wing over
Udhayanidhi’s purported re-
marks at a farmers’ protest in
Thanjavur Monday. During his
speech, while he attacked CM
Vijay over the Cauvery row,
someone in the gathering
shouted the name of a popular
Tamil actor associated with
Vijay. Udhayanidhi responded
with what critics described asa
sexually suggestive double ent-
endre, triggering widespread
outrage and demands for ac-
tion against him.

Police registered a case
against Udhayanidhi under
multiple sections of the Bhara-
tiya Nyaya Sanhita, the Tamil
Nadu Prohibition of Harass-
ment of Women Act and the In-
formation Technology Act. Po-
lice sources said six FIRs have
since been registered acrossthe
state against him.

AsUdhayanidhi wasdriven
by the police for over 300 kilo-
metres to Thanjavur for ques-
tioning, his lawyers rushed to

GenZ

between 1997 and 2012, orinthe
age band of 14-29, Gen Z ac-
counts for 36.74 crore, or 25.8%,
of the country's 142.6 crore
population in 2026, as per 2011
Census projections. The Gen Z
population aged 25 and older
alone accounts for an estimated
8.9% of the country's popula-
tion.

When the age band is
stretched to 40, the number of
legislatorsin this group expands
to 397 MLAs and 40 MPs.

6 MPsin Lok Sabha

The current Lok Sabha,
elected in 2024, offered the first
opportunity for Gen Z represen-
tatives to enter the Lower
House. The Congress has the
most Gen Z MPs at three, fol-
lowed by the SP at two and the
LJP(RV) at one. UP and Karna-
taka have two Gen Z MPs each,
while Bihar and Rajasthan have
oneeach.

The Gen Z MPs are: SP's
Pushpendra Saroj (27) from Kau-
shambi and Priya Saroj (27) from
Machhlishahrin UP; Congress's
Sagar Khandre (28) from Bidar
and Priyanka Satish Jarkiholi
(29) from Chikkodi in Karnataka,
and Sanjna Jatav (28) from Bha-
ratpur in Rajasthan; and LJP
(Ram Vilas)'s Shambhavi (28)
from Samastipur in Bihar.

These six MPs were the only
winners among the 98 Gen Z
Lok Sabha candidates in 2024
who accounted for just 1.2% of
all 8,360 candidates in the fray.

Four of these six Gen Z MPs
are women; four are college
graduates; and two hold post-
graduate degrees. According to
their election affidavits, Priya
Saroj, Khandre and Jatav are
trained lawyers, Shambhavi
holds an MA in sociology, Jarki-
holiisan MBA, and Pushpendra
Saroj holds an accounting and
management degree from a

the Madras High Court to seek
anticipatory bail. During the
hearing, Advocate General P S
Vijay Narayan told Justice G K
Ilanthiraiyan that the state had
no intention of remanding the
LoPinjudicial custody and that
he had been taken to Thanjavur
only for interrogation.

Recording the submission,
the court directed the police to
release Udhayanidhi on station
bail after questioning. Dispos-
ing of his anticipatorybail plea,
the judge also directed him to
cooperate with the investiga-
tion and appear before the in-
vestigating officers whenever
required.

Hitting out at the Vijay gov-
ernment, M K Stalin ques-
tioned why his son had been
transported by the police to
Thanjavur if the intention was
only to question him. “If the
purposeistoconduct aninves-
tigation, why not conduct it in
Chennai?” he asked.

Callingthe HC’s direction to
release Udhayanidhi “ablowto
the fascist nature” of the TVK
government, the DMK chiefal-
leged that the LoP’s arrest was
intended to keep him away
from the Assembly a day before
the tabling of the Budget.

The ex-CM accused the
Vijay government of trying to
deflect attention from its al-
leged mishandling of the Cau-
very dispute. “The incompe-
tent dummy Chief Minister
could not bring Cauvery water,
could noteven speaktostopthe
Mekedatu dam,” he said, alleg-
ing that the TVK was preoccu-
pied with arresting critics in-
stead of answering the
Opposition’s questions.

Stalin claimed that Udhaya-
nidhi had neither named any-
one nor made any obscene re-
marks, accusing their political
opponents of circulating edited
versions of his speech. “Arro-
gance leads to destruction.
Continued arrogance will
hasten destruction,” he said.

The TVK, however, de-
fended the police action. Energy
and Law Minister R Nirmalku-

London university.

Five of these six Gen Z MPs
belong to established political
families; only Jatav, a Dalit MP,
does not.

Pushpendra Saroj’s father
Indrajit is a former UP minister
and national general secretary
of SP, while Priya Saroj’s father
is a sitting SP MLA and three-
time former Lok Sabha MP.

Amongthe Congress’sGenZ
MPs, Khandre's father Eshwara
is a sitting Karnataka MLA,
former state minister and the
party's state working president,
while hislate grandfather Bhee-
manna was a four-time MLA
and prominent Lingayat leader.
Priyanka Jarkiholi, the other
Karnataka MP, is the daughter
of four-time sitting MLLA Satish
Jarkiholi, from the prominent
Jarkiholi political family that
also has members in the BJP.

LJP(RV) MP Shambhavi's
father Ashok Choudhary is a
Cabinet minister in Bihar's NDA
government and national gen-
eral secretary of the Nitish
Kumar-led Janata Dal (United).

The Lok Sabha has another
34 MPsaged 40 or under, taking
the total number of under-40
legislators to just 40 in the 543-
member House. UP has the lar-
gest representation in this group
at 10 MPs, followed by Karna-
takaand Andhra Pradesh atfive
each, and West Bengal and Ma-
harashtra at four each.

20 MLAsin states

Of the 4,131 MLAs across 28
states and three Union Terri-
tories, just 20 belong to Gen Z.
Six were elected from seats re-
served for Scheduled Castes
(SCs) and three from Scheduled
Tribes (STs).

Since a Gen Z candidate
would have hit the eligible age
tocontestan Assembly election
only in 2022, most of these
MLAs were elected in the last
two years, with as many as nine
elected in 2026 alone.

Tamil Nadu has the most

mar said a person holdinga con-
stitutional office has a greater re-
sponsibility to maintain dignity
in public life, He said Udhaya-
nidhi was “unfit to remain
Leader of the Opposition” and
“unfit tobe in public life".

The political reactions over
the LoP's arrest from acrossthe
spectrum reflected both con-
demnation of his remarks and
unease over his arrest.
AIADMK general secretary Ed-
appadi K Palaniswami or EPS
criticised Udhayanidhi’s com-
ments asunbecoming of the of-
fice he holds but urged the gov-
ernment to withdraw the arrest
move, describing it as “politi-
cally motivated” on the eve of
the Assembly session.

MDMK general secretary
Vaiko alleged that Udhayanidhi
had reduced himself to the
level of “a fourth-rate platform
speaker” and that his remarks
were unbecoming of the LoP.

The BJP, which demanded
Udhayanidhi’s arrest immedi-
ately after his speech, main-
tained its stance. BJP leaders
called his comments “vulgar
and shameful”, with senior
party leader Tamilisai Sounda-
rarajan saying that they re-
flected poorly on public dis-
course while shifting attention
away from farmers and the
Cauvery issue.

Udhayanidhi's arrest trig-
gered demonstrations by the
DMK workers across the state.
DMK cadres blocked roads and
raised slogans in Chennai, Ti-
ruchi, Madurai, Coimbatore,
Erode, Ooty and other districts,
accusing the government of
suppressing the Opposition.

The TVK workers organised
counter-protests condemning
Udhayanidhi's remarks. The
party’s national spokesperson
petitioned the National Com-
mission for Women, seeking ac-
tion against him while alleging
that his remarks objectified
women.

With hundreds of the DMK
workers gathering outside the
Thanjavur East police station,
where Udhayanidhi was sup-
posed to be taken for question-
ing, police shifted him to the
Sengipatti police station, about
20 km away, citing security con-
cerns. The move came after he

GenZMLAsat four afterits 2026
Assembly poll — three from the
ruling TVK and one from the
AIADMK. West Bengal has the
next highest at three, all from
the BJP, while Bihar, Meghalaya
and Telangana have two each.
Andhra Pradesh, Assam, Ha-
ryana, Maharashtra, Odisha,
Puducherry and Rajasthan have
one Gen Z MLA each. All these
states last went to polls between
2023 and 2026.

A party-wise breakdown
puts the BJP on top with five
Gen Z MLAs, followed by the
Congressatfourandthe TVK at
three. Among the other parties
with Gen Z MLAs are the
AIADMK and DMK in Tamil
Nadu, the Jana Sena Party in
Andhra, the JD(U) in Bihar, the
NCP(SP) in Maharashtra, and
two regional parties in Megha-
laya— all with one MLLA each —
besides one Independentin Ra-
jasthan.

Ofthe20GenZMLAs, 16 are
at least college graduates, in-
cluding five postgraduates. One
isadiplomaholder, another has
studied up to Class 10 and two
others up to Class 12. Nine were
elected from reserved seats (six
from SC and three from ST
seats) and eight of them are
women.

Twelve of these 20 Gen Z
MILAs are political newcomers
without prior electoral experi-
ence or family backgrounds, in-
cluding Tamil Nadu MLA Dhili-
pan Jaishankar, a doctor; West
Bengal MLA Santu Pan, a
former journalist; and Bihar
MLA Maithili Thakur, a promi-
nent playback singer.

Keerthana S, the youngest
minister in Tamil Nadu's newly
elected TVK government, has
no electoral experience but was
apolitical consultant with I-PAC
before contesting the 2026 polls.
Ravindra Singh Bhati was a stu-
dent leader before becoming a
Rajasthan MLA as an Indepen-
dent.

The remaining eight Gen Z
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had been brought all the way
from Chennai on the ground
that the case fell under the ju-
risdiction of the Thanjavur East
police station.

OnreachingSengipatti, Ud-
hayanidhi initially refused to
get out of the police vehicle,
questioning the change of
venue. He was then assured by
the police, sourcessaid, that his
interrogation would be com-
pleted within an hoursothat he
could board his scheduled 10
pm flight from Tiruchirappalli
to Chennai in accordance with
the high court's direction that
he be released after question-
ing.
During the brief standoff,
Udhayanidhi waslearnt to have
spoken to the DMK’s Thanjavur
district leaders, following
which the party cadres began
moving towards Sengipatti.
After his questioningthere, Ud-
hayanidhi received a rousing
reception from the DMK
workers outside the police sta-
tion before he headed to the Ti-
ruchirappalli airport.

Speaking to reporters at the
airport, the LoP dismissed his
arrest as a “diversion tactic” by
the Vijay government to shift
attention from the DMK’s
farmers’ protest and prevent
the Opposition from raising the
Cauveryissueinthe Assembly.

Maintaining that his 25-
minute speech at the Thanja-
vur event was entirely about
farmers’ issues, the Mekedatu
dam and the TVK govern-
ment’s “mishandling” of the
Cauvery row, Udhayanidhi de-
nied making any derogatory re-
marks. “I did not speak in
double meaning... I only de-
manded that Cauvery water be
secured for Tamil Nadu,” he
said, alleging that portions of
his speech had been “cut, co-
pied and pasted” to create a
“false narrative”.

Rejecting allegations of mis-
ogyny against him, he said he
had never intended to disre-
spect any woman and added
that he had been brought up to
treat every woman with dig-
nity. Calling his arrest “a com-
edy”, he accused the TVK gov-
ernment of “behaving like a
circus tent staging a perform-
ance”.

MLAs come from political
families. Most prominent
among them are Aditya Surje-
wala, aHaryana MLA and son of
senior Congress leader and
RajyaSabha MPRandeep Surje-
wala; Rohit Patil, a Maharashtra
MLA and son of former Deputy
CM R R Patil; and Puducherry
MLA Vignesh Kannan, whose
father is former Lok Sabha MP
and ex-Puducherry Assembly
Speaker P Kannan. Several
others, such as Mynampally Ro-
hith in Telangana, Tanzil Hus-
sain in Assam, Upasna Moha-
patrain Odisha and Damanbait
Lamare in Meghalaya, are also
children of former legislators.

Under 40, bigger
basket

As many as 397 MLAs across
India are 40 or younger, includ-
ing the 20 who belong to Gen Z.
Asashare of an Assembly's total
membership, Chhattisgarh has
the highest proportion of MLAS
aged 40 or younger at 35.6%, fol-
lowed by Tamil Nadu at 20.9%,
Meghalayaat16.7%, West Bengal
at 15.7%, and Bihar at 15.6%. Of
these states, Tamil Nadu and
Bengal held their latest elections
thisyear, while Biharvoted inlate
2025. In absolute terms, Tamil
Nadu has the most MLAs aged
40 or younger at 49, followed by
Bengal at46, Biharat 38, UPat 37,
and Chhattisgarh at 32.

These numbers matter be-
cause, by the 2029 Lok Sabha
elections, Gen Z could account
for the largest share of India's
voting-age population. While
the 2011 Census does not have
age-wise projections for 2029, its
projections for 2031 place the
Gen Z population, which will
then be aged between 19-34, at
approximately 26.3%. Millen-
nials, in contrast, will comprise
21.7% of the population in 2031,
down from roughly 22.2% in
2026. Older generations, includ-
ingthose bornin 1980 or before,
will together account for 24% of
the population by then.

Al frontier

Indian Al unicorn Sarvam Al

Speaking at the Express
Adda on Monday, Kumar said,
“The gap (between Indian and
global Al)isactually notasbigas
it looks. It’s actually $10 billion.
If we were to invest $10 billion
today, we could reach the fron-
tier by Independence Day next
year.”

Sarvam Al has emerged asa
key player in India’s push to
build indigenous Al capabilities,
developinghomegrown models
and deploying them across pri-
vate enterprises as well as the
country’s strategic sector.

Rajan Anandan, managing
director at venture capital firm
Peak XV Partners, said 2026 is
the year India formally entered
the global Al race, pointing to
new investments in computing
capacity, thelaunch of domestic
models and growing demand
forenterprise applicationssuch
asvoice AL

“The way that we think
about it is that India is early in
the Algame, and 2026 isthe year
that India has entered the Al
race,” Anandansaid. “Compute
wasabigconstraint, but starting
atthe Al summit in February in
Delhi, we've had over $400 bil-
lion of Al capex that has been
announced.”

The India AI Impact Sum-
mit, held in New Delhi in Febru-
ary, had seen bignameslike the
Reliance Group, Adani Group
and the Tata Group, among
others, commit to investments
in the country's Al ecosystem.

Atthe Express Adda, Kumar
and Anandan werein conversa-
tion with Anant Goenka, Execu-
tive Director, Indian Express
Group, and Soumyarendra
Barik, Assistant Editor, The In-
dian Express.

Anandan said voice Al in
particular, will be the “first bil-
lion dollar revenue category” for
Indian enterprises in the Al
space, with the overall market
projected at around $10 billion.
Voice Al, which uses artificial in-
telligence to conduct and re-
spond to spoken conversations,
isemergingasone of India'sear-
liest large-scale enterprise Al
opportunities, particularly in
customer service and call
centres.

Asked why India had de-
fined its Al goals in the context
of having “sovereign” models, a
narrative Sarvam has also
leaned on, Kumar said India
should focus on deploying
“whatever are the best” Al
modelson “priceand accuracy”
tradeoffs. He added that India
“needs to have its own story,
which we rely on and continue

Hasina

expected toannounce herreturn
home and outline her vision for
Bangladesh.

The event, being held at the
Foreign Correspondents’ Club of
South Asia, is timed to coincide
with the second anniversary of
the fall of the Hasina govern-
ment on August 5, 2024.

Faced with widespread pro-
tests in Bangladesh, Hasina had
fled the country. She hasbeenliv-
inginIndiaeversince. Thisisthe
second time she will be address-
ingthe publicviavirtualmodein
Delhi. Bangladesh hassought In-
dia’s cooperation to ensure that
Hasina, or anyone linked to her
organisations that have been
banned, is not allowed touse In-
dian territory to deliver political
speeches or carry out activities
aimed at creating instability in
Bangladesh.

News agency Reuters re-
ported Tuesday that Bangladesh
Information Adviser Zahed Ur
Rahman warned his country’s
media that announcing or pub-
licising Hasina’s planned speech
would violate a December 2024
order by Bangladesh’s Interna-
tional Crimes Tribunal that pro-
hibits media outlets and social
media platforms from publish-
ing or broadcasting Hasina’s
speeches, statements, inter-
views, and audio or video mess-
ages.

Hasina aide Abu Obaidha
Arin said the event would go
ahead, adding that Dhaka’s “ef-

to compound”.

Addressinganxietiesaround
Al's impact on jobs, which has
already seen some of India'slar-
gestemployersintheIT services
sector signal a slowdown in
headcount addition, Anandan
said, “The largest companies
have never been the source of
employment growth, ever... We
had a period of time where IT
services (hired in large
numbers)... but they will not
hire lots and lots of people be-
cause they will leverage AL”

Though he agreed there will
be “significant dislocation” of
current jobs -- for instance, in
sectors like customer care --
requiring companies and indi-
vidualstoupskill, he said alarge
share of newjobswould need to
come from the innovation eco-
system.

“Upskillingisgoingtobethe
single biggest thing. We have the
world's largest young popula-
tion, and we have to make sure
thatwe're upskillingthem toun-
leash innovation. A million In-
dians turn 18 every month,
which means 12 million Indians
are entering the workforce every
year, so we have to create 100
million jobs in the next eight
years...afewtop companiesare
notgoingtobeabletodothat, so
it has to be done by a large
number of entrepreneurs start-
ingbusinesses,” Anandan said.

Anandan cited the example
of Microsoft hiring 6,000 for-
ward deployed engineers, arole
which, he said, did not exist 18
months ago. Forward-deployed
engineers combine software de-
velopmentwith an understand-
ingofbusiness problems, work-
inginside client organisationsto
tailor and implement Al sys-
tems for specific use cases.

Anandan also said that the
recent students' protest at Jan-
tar Mantar could represent early
signs of a broader anxiety over
jobs and economic opportun-
ities. “What we saw possibly was
early signs of (what can happen)
if we don't create opportunities
for 100 million Indians over the
next decade, you're going to see
things like this possibly
happen,” Anandan said.

The Express Addais a series
of informal interactions organ-
ised by the Indian Express
Group, featuring those at the
centre of change.

Previous guests include
Union Ministers S Jaishankar,
Mansukh Mandaviya and Har-
deep Singh Puri; Nobel Laureate
Amartya Sen; His Holiness the
Dalai Lama; cricket icons Virat
Kohli and Rohit Sharma; chess
legend Viswanathan Anand;
Olympic gold medallist javelin
thrower Neeraj Chopra; and
motivational strategist Gaur
Gopal Das.

fortstosilence dissent cannot ex-
tinguish voices” beyond the
country’s borders.

In New Delhi, responding to
questions about Hasina’s sched-
uled interaction, Randhir Jais-
wal, spokesperson for the Minis-
try of External Affairs, said, “The
interaction you refer to is being
organised by aprivate mediaen-
tity. The government has no in-
volvement whatsoever in it.
Neither does it endorse any
views that may be expressed at
the forum.”

This is a carefully calibrated
response to an issue that is a di-
plomatic hot-button for the
Bangladesh government led by
Prime Minister Tarique Rah-
man, whoischiefof ruling Bang-
ladesh Nationalist Party.

Rahman’s Foreign Affairs Ad-
viser Humaiun Kobir raised the
issue of Hasina’s interaction dur-
ing a meeting with Dinesh Tri-
vedi, Indian High Commissioner
toBangladesh, at the Prime Min-
ister’s Office Monday.

Kobir said such activities
could undermine the positive
progressin Bangladesh-Indiare-
lations. In response, Trivedi as-
sured him that the matter would
be considered appropriately, say-
ing the Indian side would con-
ductthenecessary inquiriesand
remain vigilant on the issue.

India and Bangladesh have
been working towards repairing
ties since February when Rah-
man’s BNP won the elections.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
was among the first to congratu-
late him on his victory, which
was followed by a phone call.

Industrial plot scam: Punjab CMO officials on radar, ED searches 11 sites

Kanchan Vasdev
Chandigarh, August 4

The Enforcement Directorate,
Tuesday, conducted searches
at11locationsacross Punjab as
part of it’s ongoing investiga-
tion into alleged irregularities
in the allotment and transfer
of industrial plots by the Pun-
jab Small Industries and Ex-
port Corporation Limited
(PSIEQC).

Although ED was yet to re-

lease an official statement
about its findings from the
day-long searches, sources re-
vealed that certain high-rank-
ing officials with their linkages
in the chief minister’s office
and the state government have
come under scanner. The role
of each individual is yet to be
elaborated by the investigating
agency.

Sources said that ED’s ac-
tion was related to the ongoing
investigations into the money

epaper.indianexpress.com .- .

laundering case against Cabi-
net Minister Sanjeev Arora.
However, the ruling Aam
Aadmi Party termed the ED ac-
tion a witch-hunt and "politi-
cal vendetta" by the BJP-led
union government.

The AAP, in a late night
statement, alleged the ED was
being misused to target the
Punjab government after fail-
ingtofind any evidence of any
wrongdoing against Chief
Minister Bhagwant Mann.

“The massive public anger
against the ‘ED Party’ (BJP), as
witnessed during the Jantar
Mantar protest, has clearly
rattled Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi. Instead of ad-
dressing the growing public
outrage, the ED Party (BJP) has
chosen to misuse central
agencies and pursue political
vendetta against its oppo-
nents,” it said.

The searches were con-
ducted at premises linked to

Kolkata

current and former PSIEC offi-
cials, property dealers and al-
leged benamidars [pseudo-
owners]. Those searched
included PSIEC executive di-
rector Bhai Sukhdeep Singh,
retired chief general manager
Surendra Pal Singh, retired
general manager Jaswinder
Singh Randhawa and retired
sub-divisional engineer Savtej
Singh.

The money laundering in-
vestigation stems from a Vigi-

lance Bureau FIR registered on
March 8, 2024, against PSIEC
officials and private persons
for allegedly conspiring with
property dealers to obtain
prime industrial plots in the
names of relatives and associ-
ates. According to the ED
sources, private persons used
fake firms and fictitious ad-
dresses while applying for in-
dustrial plots and, in conni-
vance with PSIEC officials,
managed to secure allotments.
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PAYS TRIBUTE TO SOCIAL REFORMER BEGUM ROKEYA IN PANIHATI

Sheikh Hasina should be allowed

toreturn to Bangladesh: Taslima

Author calls for
lifting the ban on
Awami League to
ensure democratic
participation

Atri Mitra
Kolkata, August 4

EXILED BANGLADESHI
author Taslima Nasrin on Tues-
day said former Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina should be
allowed to return to her country
and the ban imposed on the
Awami League, Hasina’s politi-
cal party, should also be lifted to
ensure democratic
participation.

Nasrin made the remarks
while addressing a gathering
after paying tribute at the grave
of social reformer Begum Ro-
keyaat Panihatiin West Bengal’s

»
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Taslima Nasrin’s remarks came a day before the second anniversary
of Sheikh Hasina’s ouster after student protests in Bangladesh. riLe

North 24 Parganas district. Her
remarks came a day before the
second anniversary of Hasina’s
ouster following violent student-
led protests in Bangladesh.
Strongly criticising religion-
based politics, the author said
she would have no objection if

Jamaat-e-Islami remained
banned in Bangladesh, alleging
that the party supported Sharia-
based laws and policies detri-

mental to women and
minorities.
“I'would have no objection if

Jamaat-e-Islami’s politics were

Boy suffers burn injuries at anganwadi
centre, locals protest over ‘negligence’

Atri Mitra
Kolkata, August 4

A FIVE-year-old boy sustained
burn injuries at an anganwadi
centre in Bhangar in South 24
Parganas district in West Bengal
after reportedly spilling hot
water on hisbody, police sources
said, adding the incident led to
protests by locals who alleged
negligence on the part of the
authorities.

Accordingtolocals, the child
had gone to the anganwadi
centreand duringthetime ofthe
incident, neither the designated
cooknor any teacher was present

at the centre. On their behalf, a
representative was teaching the
children, attendingtothem, and
cooking, locals said.

According to his family, the
boy suffered severe burninjuries
in his chest, arms, and other
parts of the body. He was first
taken to Jiren Gacha Rural Hos-
pital in the area where the doc-
tors referred him to R. G. Kar
Medical College and Hospital in
Kolkata. He is currently under-
going treatment and his family
said the child’s condition is ex-
tremely critical.

“The centre did not even ar-
range treatment for our child.

manipalhospitals

LIFE'S ON

Aftergettingthe news, werushed
him to the hospital,” the child’s
father said.

As news of the incident
spread, tension flared in the Swa-
rupnagararea, aslocals gathered
outside the centre alleging neg-
ligence of the authorities. They
also demanded a thorough in-
vestigation and strict action
against those responsible. The
protests prompted police to
reach the spot to bring the situ-
ation under control.

Police have initiated a probe,
sources said, adding that it will
also be investigated whether all
safety regulations were followed.

banned in Bangladesh. Because
the party’s principles are based
on Sharia law and are anti-
women, which could be ex-
tremely dangerous for therights
of minorities and women,” Nas-
rin said.

“Religious politics is in-
herently misogynistic and
harmful to society. Sheikh
Hasina should be allowed to re-
turntoBangladesh, and theban
on her party should be with-
drawn so that it can participate
in politics. Democracy demands
that all political parties have the
opportunity to participate in
democratic activities,” she
added.

Reiterating her stand on the
Uniform Civil Code (UCC), Nas-
rin said, “Women, including
Hindu women in Bangladesh,
continue to face discrimination
under religion-based personal
laws. Laws should be based on
equality, not religion.”

While addressing a press

conference in Kolkata on Sun-
day, Nasrin had pitched for the
implementation of UCCinIndia
and also advocated for a similar
law in neighbouring Bangladesh
and Pakistan.

Recalling Begum Rokeya’s
struggle against religious ortho-
doxy, Nasrin said there had been
opposition over her burial be-
cause of her advocacy for
women’s education and equal-
ity. “Begum Rokeya fought
against fundamentalism and
stood for women's education.
Many people do not know that
Begum Rokeya was buried here
because of opposition from fun-
damentalists. More people
should know about this historic
place,” the author said.

After payingtribute tothe so-
cial reformer, Nasrin also spoke
to the teachers and students of
Panihati High School for Girls.

Rokeya was born in Bangla-
desh’s Rangpur in 1880 and was
laid to restin Sodpur in 1932.

2 from Bengal, Bangladesh
getjail for trafficking, rape

Express News Service
Ahmedabad, August 4

THE SPECIAL POCSO courtin
Ahmedabad has convicted
and sentenced two persons, in-
cluding a Bangladesh na-
tional, for sexual exploitation
and trafficking of minor girls
from the neighbouring
country in a 2024 case filed in
Ahmedabad.

The accused, identified as
Sagar Milan Mandal of West
Bengal and Mahammad Faruq
of Bangladesh were sentenced
tojail for 20 years and 14 years,
respectively.

The court also awarded Rs
4lakh as compensationtoal5-
year-old victim and Rs 75,000
to another 17-year-old victim
under the Gujarat Victim
Compensation Scheme.

Investigation Officers (10)
InspectorsI N Ghasuraand SJ
Jadeja told The Indian Express
that the victims and their
mother were deported to
Bangladesh in December 2024
after their statements were re-
corded before a magistrate.

However, there is a lack of
clarity on how the compensa-
tion will be paid to the victims
who are no longer in India.

‘Bengal turned into mega
prison’: Mamata targets BJP,
calls for ‘mass movement’

Ravik Bhattacharya
Kolkata, August 4

LAUNCHING A scathing attack
on the Suvendu Adhikari-led
BJPgovernment in West Bengal,
former Chief Minister and Trina-
mool Congress chiefMamata Ba-
nerjee highlighted several issues,
alleging political intimidation,
suppression of opposition voices
and misuse of police force.

Addressing the public over
Facebook Live, Banerjee alleged
that thousands of false cases
have been filed against TMC
workersand common citizensin
the state, many of whom do not
evenknow what their alleged of-
fenceis.

“Panchayats, municipalities
and zilla parishads are being
taken over by force. Our MPsand
MLAs are being threatened. Po-
lice have been coercing them to
either join the BJP or face im-
prisonment. Thousands of TMC
workers have been jailed. The
BJP has turned Bengal into a
mega prison,” she said.

Calling for a “mass move-
ment” against the alleged ac-
tions, Banerjee said, “Delimita-
tion is being planned behind
closed doors, and the Census ex-
ercise has begun without con-
sulting political parties, includ-
ingus. We have even approached
the Supreme Court in hopes of
justice, but I feel that justice has
remained elusive. That iswhy I
believe amassdemocraticmove-
ment and greater public aware-
ness are now essential.”

Speakingabout the freeing of
TMC’s bank accounts, Banerjee
alleged that while her party ac-
counts are facing restrictions
over charges of money launder-
ing,accountsofother partiesare
notunder scanner.

“Our party’s bank accounts
have faced restrictions. Iwant to
know why there has been no
scrutiny of others? These are

Mamata Banerjee addresses
the public over Facebook Live
on Tuesday. p1i

questionsthat deserve transpar-
ent answers. The BJP has so
many accounts. RSSis not regis-
tered. RSS gets foreign funds. In
the name of Ram Mandir, dona-
tion boxes are allegedly being
looted, and thefts are being re-
ported in several places. Such
allegations have also emerged
from Varanasi, Madhya Pradesh
and Assam. I have even heard
complaints about alleged en-
croachment of ponds. These are
serious allegations that deserve
proper attention and investiga-
tion,” Banerjee said.

Expressing solidarity with
the Cockroach Janta Party move-
ment, Banerjee alleged that the
young generation, who pro-
tested against exam irregularity,
are being branded anti-national
and tortured, while their families
are being threatened.

A U

“Today, I see attempts to
brand young people who protest
as “anti-nationals”. They are
being harassed, and even their
families are being targeted. I
want to tell every young Indian
not to lose courage. Democracy
belongs to the people, not to
those in power. Stand united,
protect the values of the Consti-
tution, defend our national
icons, and never allow fear to si-
lenceyourvoice. Thatistheonly
way we can protect our country,
ourdemocracy and theideals for
which our freedom fighters sac-
rificed their lives,” she said.

Appealing to the people to
raise their voices, Banerjee said,
“Thave alwaysbelieved in follow-
ing the law, which is why I seek
permission before holding meet-
ings and public programmes.
Butifthose entrusted with enfor-
cing the law themselves act un-
lawfully, then people also have
the constitutional right to organ-
ise, protest and raise their voices.
Democracy cannotsurviveifone
sideisallowed tospeakwhilethe
otherissilenced.”

Takingadigat thebreakaway
MPs, shesaid, “Youhavegoneto
apartywhich hasnopresentand
nofuture. BJPwantstoform gov-
ernment and also decide on the
opposition. Soon there will be a
wave of condemnation against
this trend. This is bound to
happen.”

Agvd I BRURYA fafics

Oil and Natural Gas Corporation Ltd.

ENGAGEMENT OF DOCTORS ON
FIXED TERM BASIS — ADVT. NO. 3/2026 (R&P)

ONGC, a ‘Maharatna' Public Sector Enterprise, intends to engage

total 24 Medical

Officers-Occupational

Health/Homeopathy!

Specialists on fixed term basis for a period upto 30.06.2028 on a
consolidated Annual CTC ranging from I7.80,000-T15,60,000/-
(depending upon the nature of the post) at various locations of

OMNGC across India.
Interested &  eligible

candidates

need o register on

www.ongcindia.com from 05.08.2026 to 18.08.2026. Candidates
may visit the website for detailed advertisement containing complate

relevant information.

Head Corporate R&P
ONGC

In a world that diversifies,

we build just one asset.

To everyone who believed in our IPO,
thank you for your trust.

For decades, people and families have walked

through our doors and handed us the thing they
value most — their health.

We will honour that faith by taking advanced
healthcare to more people, more families and

more tomorrows. So that, through every uncertainty,
life can keep moving forward.

Life’s On India.

50 hospitals 24 cities 11,000+ doctors 13,000+ licensed beds 24,000+ employees

epaper.indianexpress.com T
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‘.ﬂ.‘ CENTRAL UNIVERSITY OF KASHMIR

Ganderbal www.cukashmir.ac.in
ADMISSION NOTICE Z026 MASTER OF EDUWUCATION

PROGERAMME [MLED.)
(For Working Professionals /In-service Candidates)
The Central University of Kashmir inwvites applications from
Waorking Professionals/in-service candidates for admission to
Two-Year Master of Education Programme [(M.EdA]) under Mew-
Normal Mode / Blended Mode for the Academic Session 2026-
2027, The registration process shall begin from 5™ August, 2026
The last date of registration is 11™ August, 2026 {upto 11:55 PM].
For registration process & detailed information, candidates are
advised to viglt the University website: www.cukashmicacin
Dhmitas: Ohg O EOED 50d IMirectar (1 /L)
irectorate of Admissions

Indian Bank, Zonal office, Chinsurah
Senco building, 2nd Floor, Bali More,
Bandel PO & Dist - Hooghly, Pin - T12103 (W B)
Phone Mo. ¢ (033) 2680 2990
E-mail : zochingurahi@indianbank.co.in

sfRaa s a Indian Bank

A g

MOTICE INVITING TEMDERS FOR LEASING OF BRANCH
PREMISES FOR DANKUNI BRAMCH
Indian Bank, a public Sactor Bank inviles tendar under 2 bid systerm (Technical & Financial)
from owners of office premises willing fo offer on lease basis [readily builiPremises Under
Conslruction) for shifting of Dankuni branch &t DANKUNI, Chanditala Road, Hooghly Wesl
Bengal measuring 1500sq I carpet area prederably al Ground Floor on the main road in
business conducive araa having good frontage, visibility and parking space with minirrum
iease penod of 15 years with onsite ATM facility.
The fender forms can be oblained and deposited at the folowing address from 05,08, 2026
o 19.08.2026 on payment of Rs. Z500- |Non-Refundable) by way of DOACH favourng
INDIAN BANK payable al Dankuni. Last date for submission of bid 19.08 2026 wpto 3:00
PM, Details of the tender can be obfained from our wiebisile waw indianbank. bank.in
The Bank reserves the right to reject any or all Tenders withoul assigning any reasons
whatsoaver
Sdl-

[E( TRAGO GABLE GOMPANY LIMITED|

SALE MACHINERY

Zonal Manager

GUJARAT METRO RAIL
CORPORATION (GMRC) LIMITED

15PY of Govt. of India and Govt. of Gujarat}
Block Mo.1, First Floor, Karmayogi Bhavan, Sector 1004,
Gandhinagar: 382010, Gujarat. {CIN): Us0200GJ20105GC0O5%407
TENDER NOTIFICATION
Dated : 05.08.2026

E-Tenders are invited from repuled and experienced Contractors for the
following tender:

Tender No. and Name

Tender Mo, GMRC/Utility Shifting-1/Ph-3C/2026

“Utility Identification & diversion / shifting of utilities: for
proposed Metro Ring Corridor (i} From APMC Station to
Prakash Nagar Station (From Chainage 0.00 to 9612.332
M) (i) From Vada) Station to APMC Station (From Chainage
27106.277 to 36168007 M) of Ahmedabad Metro Ral
Project, Phase-30°

Tender No. GMRC/Utility Shifting-2/Ph-3C/2026

“Utility Identfication & diversion / shifting of utilities for
Proposed Metro Ring comidor from Prakash Nagar Station
to Vadaj Station (From Chainage 9612.332 to 27106.77 ) of
Ahmedabad Metro Rail Project, Phase - 3C°

Interested bidders are requesied to visit hitps:/tender.nprocure.com for
elsgibility criteria, applying/ downloading the tender document, Last date and
time for Bid Submissions is 15:00 Hrs. on 05.09.2026.

Any ‘alterations in Ebgibilly Crteria and terms of the Tender Document,
or any amendment to the Tender Document, elc, will be uploaded
an https:iftender.nprocure.com and GMRC's Websile
www.gujaratmetrorail.com withoul any oblegation or press notification or

other prociamation. General Manager (Civil), GMRC

: z TENDER
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| Tender Fees

INR
235,000/

Regional Office : Durgapur
UCP-23, Bengal Ambuja, City Centre, Durgapur, Pin - 713216

—. SOUTH CENTRAL RAILWAY
g Fetlow us on 8 @5CRalwayindla
Datails of the Fender Nolices of
9.C Ralway can ba sean on our
waballn : waw,sLrindanrailways gowin

Corrigendum to Tender No. Y/SG/

PUB/S23

36/2026-27/15, Dated: 03.08.2026

On behalf of the president of
Incka, Sr. Division Signal & Telecom
Engineer, Hydarabad Division,
South GCentral Railway,
Secunderabad inviles open tenders
for the following works through e-
Procurement up to 11.30 Hours of
18.08.2026.

Tender Da}gd D:!.EIE.EEEE
51. No.: 1, Tender No.
YISGAERZ026-27/15, Mama of the
work: Hyderabad Division: SC-MUE
Section: Malkaigiri - Signalling and
Telecommunication arrangements in
connection with Doubling of
Maikajgiri - Moula-all Gale Cabin &
(2) Malkajgiri - signalling
arrangement in connecton with
Malkajgiri Yard HBemodeling
Provision of Down Loop Line and 02
additional lines., Tender Value
(Rs.): 18,54,25.308.03, EMD (Rs.):
35.08,500.00

For bid document and olher delails
keg in o https:fireps.goviin. Any
corrigandum issuad anline anly

ar. Divisional Signal & Telecom

AB13 Engineer! Hyderabad

For turther tender conditions /
details and for downloading the
tender documents,

Please visit website at
hitp:/iwww.ireps.gov.in or
www.scr.indianrailways.gov.in

A KERALA GOVERNMENT COMPANY)
Kochi, Kerala State
Tel: 9495256896/9496292907
unithead.irumpanam@tracocable.com

Tenders are invited for sale of the used
cable manufacturing machine% from our
Irimpanam unit, Kochi-682309
Etender ID: 2026_TRACO_863643 1
For details visit our website:
www.tracocable.com
E tender site: etenders.kerala.gov.in
E-mail: head.purchase@tracocable.com

Sd/- MANAGING DIRECTOR

Tender Notice for Empanelment of Rate Contract,
Maintenance of CCTV, Fire Alarm, Electronic Alarm and
Fire Extinguisher at Branches /| ATMs / Offices

Umnion Bank of India, Regional Office, Durgapur, invites sealed tender under
Two Bid systemn for Annual Rale Conlract and Annual Malntenance Contract
(AMC) of CCTV, Fire Alarm, Security Alarm and Fire Extinguishers instalked in
Branches /| ATMs ( Offices under Regional Office, Durgapur. Interasted
Agencies ! Firms | Vendors who comply Bank's standard guidelines can gatl
Tlendar documents from the above-meéntloned address. The detallad
information/ documents regarding the Tender can alze be downloaded from the
websites, www.unionbankofindia.bank.in & https:/lleprocure.gov.in.
Birdder can bid with all the dasired documents at the given address of Regional
Office on or before 26.08. 2026 by 3.30 PM. Complete Information and RFP
{Request For Proposal) Forms are available at the websites from
05.08.202610 26.08.2026.

Date : 03.08.2026
Place : Durgapur

Regional Head
Union Bank of India

{ASTERN RAILWAY
Tender Notice No.: SG. Tender/DSTE/SDAH/G31, Date: 31.07.2026.
E-Tender iz invited by the Sr. D.5.T.E., Eastern Railway, Sealdah, DRM
Building, Kalzer Street, Kolkata-700014 for the following work: e-Tender
Mo.: SDSTESig/T/21/26-27/5F. Name of work with its location: Provision
of RTU at Interlocked LT gates (OS5L) in the section ol ASTE/ in Sealdah
division. Tender Value: < 1,72, 64.281.52. Cost of tender document:
Mil. Earnest Money/Bid Security to be deposited: T 3,45,300.
Completion period of the work: 12 Months. Tender Submission start
date: 13.08.2026. Tender Submission end date: 27.08.2026 at 14.00
hrs. Tender bid opening date: 27.08.2026 14:30 hrs. Details may be
avallable: www.ireps.gov.in. Technical Eligibility Criteria: The lenderar
must have successfully completed or substantially complated any one of
the following categories of worki(s) during last 07 (seven) vears, ending
last day of month previous to the ona in which tander is invited: {i} Threa
similar works each costing nol less than the amounl equal to 30% of
advertised value of the tender, or (ii) Two similar works each costing not
less than the amount equal to 40% of adverhised value of the lender, or
(iil) One similar work costing not less than the amount equal to 60% of
advertised value of the tender. Financial Eligibility Criteria: The tenderer
must have minimum average annual contractual turnover of VIN or V'
whichever is less; where V= Advertised value of the tender in crores of
Rupeeas, N = Number of years prescribed for completion of work for which
bids have been invited. The average annual contractual tumover shall
be calculated as an average of “total confractual payments” in the previous
three financial yvears, as per the audited balance sheet. However, In case
balance sheet of the previous year is yet to be prepared/audited, the
dudited balance sheet of the fourth previous year shall be considered for
caleulating average annual confractual turmover, The tenderers shall
submit reguisite information as per Annexure-VIB of GCC 2022 (Form-
& of the instant tender document), along with copies of Audited Balance
Sheets duly cerified by the Charered Accountant'Certificate from Chartered
Accountant duly supported by Audiled Balance Sheel, Other document
to be submitted: As mentioned in the tender document. Similar nature
of Work: "Supply, installation & Commissioning of Data Logger or RTUSs
Or Any Signal Intertocking works involving El or BRI or Pl or IBS or IBH
or LC gate Interlocking or Yard Modification or UFSBI or Track Circuit
[(AFTG or DC TC) or Axle Counter (SSDAC or MSDAD or HA-SSDAC)
or Automatic Signalling." Note: The tenderer shall submit aloeng with the
tendar offer. documents in support of hisftheir claim to fulfill the aligibility
criteria as mentioned in the tender document. Each page of the copy of
documantsicertificates in support of credentials, submitted by the tendarer,
shall be self attested/ digitally signed by the tenderer or authorized
raprasantative of the tendaring firm. Self-attestation shafl include signaturs,
stamp and date (on each page). (SDAH-1E4/2026:27)
Tandar Walicas ane atso avadable al websits, wealerindianrailways. gov.in www.ireps. gosin

Follow us at: Ed@EasternRailway €9 easternrailwayheadquarter

BENFED

Southend Conclave, ird Floor
1582, Rajdanga Main Road
Kolkata - 700107

NOTICE INVITING EOI

Expression of Interest [EOI) s
invited from Resourceful interestad
parties/Cooperative Societies
for Renting of 20 {Twanty)
Godowns at 10 (Ten) districts
namely Coochbehar, Jalpaiguri,
Littar Dinajpur, Malda, Murshidabad,
Madia, Purba Medinipur, Burdwan,
Birbhum & South 24 Pgs. on 'As is
YWhere is’ basis

Datails are available in tha websita
ol BENFED : hitps://benfed.in/ &
www, banfed.org

Tenure of submission of
soaled E.0.1. 8 uplo  18.08.2026
(Working Hours) on Working Days
Cnly at the BENFED Head Offica In

parson'by post
Sd/-

General Manager (Admin)

EASTERN RAILWAY

Tender Notice No.: 222-S/1/3/W-
I, dated: 30.07.2026. Following &-
tender is invited online by the Sr.
Divisional Engineerilll, Eastern
Railway, Sealdah, 2nd Floor, DRM
Building, Kolkata-7T00014 for the
lokowing work: Tender No.: TN-139-
26-27. Name of the work: Provision
for construction of sump with drain
at LHS total 18 and provision lor
hump fotal 6 nos. over the section
of Sr.DEN/IIl/Sealdah. Tender
value: ¥ 2,08 73,506. Earnest
Money Deposited: 7 4,17,500. Date
and time of closing of tender:
25.08.2026 at 15.00 hrs.
Completion period for the work:
12 (twelve) months. The lender
documents and other details are at
www.ireps.gov.in. The bidding for
the tender is to be submitted through
the e-tendering on above website.
Manual offers will be summarily
rejected. Date and time of apening
tender is 25.08.2026 at 15.30 hrs.
(SOAH-160/2026-27)

Tander Molicas ana also available al wehsiba;
{www.erindianraliways. gov.in/wew.lreps.govin

Follow us at: Ed@EasternRailway
€3 easternrailwayheadquarter

EASTERN RAILWAY

e-Tender (Open Tender) Notice
No.: EC/T/Allied Act/OT-04/26-27,
Date: 27.07.2026. E-Tendear (Open)
is invited by Dy. Chief Electrical
Enginear/P&D, Kanchrapara
Workshop, Eastern Railway,
Kanchrapara, Pin-743145, 24-Morth
Parganas, West Bengal for the
following work: e-tender no.:
EC_T AlliedAct_OT04_26-27.
MName of the Work and its location:
Outsourcing of Allied Electrical
activiies of unloading and loading
of vanous equipments & cables in
120 Nos. LHB Non-AC Coaches
during machanical corrosion repair
work at Shop- 260/C& W/ Kanchrapara
under Dy.CEE(W)/Kanchrapara
Organization, Kanchrapara
Warkshop, Easterm Railway through
Open Tender for a period of 02
years, Approx cost of the work: ¥
51,26,556 (Incl. GET). Cost of
Tender Form: Mil. Earnest Money
to be deposited: ¥ 1,02,500.
Website from where tender
documents will be available: Tha
Tender document and other detailz
can be obfained from the website
www.ireps.gov.in from 27.07.2026
to 19.08.2026 till 15:00 hrs.
Completion period of the work:
24 months. Advertisement period:
27.07.2026 to 19.08.2026:1ill 15:00
hre. Offer submission period:
05.08.2026 to 19.08.2026 till 15:00
hrs. Date and Time of closing of
Tender: 19.08 2026 till 15:00 hrs
Date and Time of opening of
Tender: 19.08.2026 at 15:30 hrs.
(MISC-121/2026-27)
Turder Mollices ana abso available al websiba:
www.erindianraitways.gov, in/www.ireps.gov.in

Follow us al; Ed@EasternRailway
€ easternrailwayheadquarter

NOTICE

We (1) Tumpa Das w/o Surajit Das (2)
surajit Das s/o Chandi Charan Das, both
are residing at 63/3 Kashinath Chatterjee
Lane, P.S. Shibpur, Howrah-711102. We
wanted to mutate our purchased property
of holding No. 90/19/5, Sekh Para Lane,
Howrah-711104, Mouza—Shibpur,
Sheet No. 84, J.L. No. 1, L.R. Khatian
No. 789, L.R. Dag No. 120, 121 (vide
Mutation Case No. MN/2026/0515/1609 &
MN/2026/0515/1610), measuring about 01
cottah 03 chittak 03 sq. ft., vide deed No.
6058/2026 (A.D.S.R. Howrah), whereas
Archana Chatterjee, w/o alok chandra
Chatterjee (Principal), vide General Power
of Attorney being No. 5514/2026, Soumita
Chatterjee s/o alok chandra Chatterjee
(Attorney) registered at A.D.S.R. Howrah.

Now, if any one wants to contest or raise
objection, then he/she can appear before
the Town Survey Unit, Howrah within 15

days. By order of R.0. 0.C.T.S.U
3, Kartick Dutta Road,
Howrah-711101.
DECLARATION

1, Murugeshan, son of Subramaniam, residing at
Podrah, Shintela, PO, Podrah, P8, Sankrail,
Himwrah - TH1109, Wes! Bengal, herety daclare In
my service records with South Eastern Failway,
my name 5§ reckriel a3 -Hnurur,&snan 2o
Subemmaniam. In my PAN Cerd and Aadhaar Cand,
my name is recorded as 5. Murugeshan Cdayar
S0 Subramaniam Odzyar, Howewar, in iy Voler
ID Card, my name s incorrectly racorded as
8. Murugeshan 3o V3, Odayar instead of my
arigmal name, Murugeshan S/p Subrameniam
Thenafare, | have execuied an Affdavil bearing
Mo, 24486, dated 04.08 205, balore tha Exaculiv
Magistrate, Howrah Court, declaring thal
Murugeshan Slg Subramaniam,
5. Murugeshan Odayar Sia Subremaniam Odayer
and 5. Murugeshan Sfo V5. Odayar all refar ta
amng and e same person, namely mysall. Thesa
rames are used interchangeably in my various
official documents and identify one ideniical
indwidual. | makz this declaration o canfirm my
wanhily and for all offical purpases,

GOVERNMENT OF KARNATARA

THE MYSORE SUGAR COMPANY LIMITED
(A Govt. of Karnataka Undertaking)

Sugar Town, Mandya-371 402,

e-TENDER NOTIFICATION

The Mysore Sugar Company Ltd., Mandya is inviting tender for
Boiling House equipments stabilization cum modemization of existing
sugar plant to 5000 TCD for production of plantation white sugar on
“Turn Key Basis™ from the interested manufacturers/ dealer for
following. Tender No: MSCO/2026-27/SE0016

5l No

Description EMD of Rs.

Design, Drawing, Supply, Errection & Commissioning
(Including Civil works) and performance for one
crushing season of Mill and Boiling House
equipment for stabilization cum modernization of
existing sugar plant to 5000 TCD for production of
plantation white sugaron “TURN KEY" basis.

Hs.

o 15,00.000/-

—————————

Tenders can be available from 03.08.2026 o 16.09.2026 @ 5.30 PM.
Pre-bid Meeting will be on 02.09.2026 @11.00 AM at Factory site
Mandya. The date of opening of technical bid is on 18.09.2026
@11.00 AM and commercial bid cpening is on 21.09.2026 @ 11.00 AM
onwards at Managing Director office. For further details contact
e-procurement web site www.kppp.karnataka.gov.in No.
080-25501216 / 25501227, 9964390489 [ 9886470666. Managing
Director reserves the right to accept or reject the tender without
assigning any reason and Managing Director decision in this regard is
final and binding. Sdl-

DIPRMANDYASHIRDI SAI346/2026-27 GENERAL MANAGER

i, SOUTH COAST RAILWAY
A T VISAKHAPATNAM

Follow us on BESCoRallway

: ﬁtm: warw,scorindianrallways.govin
Open E Tender Notice No. E-04-

CPOH-RYP-2026, Dt. 03.08.2026
Faor and on behall of the Prasidant &
of India, the undersigned invites 2
E-Tender for the following work up

to 28.08.2026, 15:00 hours and the
| date mentioned against

Sl No. 1, Tender Mo. E-04-CPOH-
RYFP-2026, Mame of work:
Rayanapadu - All works related to
sanvice builldings, water tanks and
roads etc. at CPOH/RYP & ZTMDY
RYP for the periad from 01-07-2026
g 30-6-2027,. Perlod of
complation: 24 Months, Tender
Value (¥): 28 00,000.00, E.M.D. {%):
56,000.00, Date of Clesing:
2B.08.2026. (tem One Only)

Place: Kolkata

1. Tender conditionsi/other
parbiculars such as Ihe datails o
Mame of work in full, the similar
nature of the above works, eligibility
critena efc., are available in the
Tendar documents publishad in
website at "www.ireps.gov.in™.

2 Thie prospective tenderers ara
advised to visit website
www.ireps.gov.in belfore the dale
of tender closing to nole any
changes! corrigenda for any tender.

Deputy Chief Engineer/CPOH!
SCoR-A155
For further tender conditions/

details and for downloading
the tender documents,

Rayanapadu

please visit the website at
hitps:/fwww.ireps.gov.in.

PUBLIC NOTICE FOR REVOCATION OF POWER OF ATTORNEY S

Mabce is hanaby given Lo the ganaral pubic, banks, franda inshiulions, Bovesrmenl aulkanbies, and all
cencerned parties that We, the ilknwing companies, incomparated urder the Companies Act. (herenaftar
rafemed b a5 the "Company”), have complelaly and uequivecaly revaked, canceled, and ferminaled all
the Power of Atfcrmaysheng nos -élj D& BAOT, execited hydkashoesp Inarirade Private
Limited, reqisiered office atd, 5.6.0. ai, Staphen Housa, Rooe Mo, 25,27 Floor, Balkata — T00025; (i)
EPETIE GEON2Y, eeacubed by Dealmak Safes Prvate Limded, regsbared office ab 350, Ahe Puiwr
Road, Kokata — TDO01E; (iif)67ES214 6305621, execuled by Gajanan Promoters Private Lirsad
recistered offce 3 PuranmalBehan| Rosd, Sapuipara, Balk, Hoarah, PIN = T1122T: v} 6795214

U2i21, execinad by High Grovash Trading Priveta Limiled, registered office al3%2pnen House, Room Mo
25,2 Flooe b Dahouss Squans East, Lataz, Kolkals - D00 (v B340 T8 BT, paeculed by
Prlxgmrﬁnn Housing Private Limfied, regisiered office at 25, Park Lane, Eolkats - TO00E; fuilEA 0121 -!!.
B0, axeciled Ty Sterkng Towers Privabe Limilsd, registersd offcn al Swaslic Cenlre, P-B
Chowringhes Sguare, 47 Floar, Kolkata - TOO0ED; wil) T80 executed by Eagel Hoising Private
Limited, regisiered office al 2308, & 1C. Bose Road, 107 Fioor, Balkata — 700020 [viil} B ro521
eaecibed by Maral Propestics Private Limitad, 2 HooChi Minh Sarand, FlatMo, 30 37 Fleor, Sake) Buliding
Hiokeals -T0007 1. ak daledf” August, 20219, regsterad at tha office of Addifiomal Ragistrer of Assusance —
I, Keikata, & in fawgr of -“.J"I'Hlea:.- Modi, 5o Raj Kshore Mod, residing af 1714, Upper Wood
Streat Kolkata - 700017 and (2) Sonu Kumar Sharma, s'o Han Kishan Shama regiding at RG 135
safkar Bagan, Baghunathpur Héurﬂr'lik'. Gopapur (m], Nodh 24 Parganas, Kolkalks «TO00SS, and élﬁl-’.
from the ebiowe. any ofher Poser of Aftormays exacuted in {favourof the said peraans manticned in 5L No
1642 and JIRaj Kishore Modis'n LI Jegarmai Modi resding al 1014, Uppar Wood Sireel, Kokala -
TO00Y T Plagse take natice that from this date forward, the saio (1) Uday Madi, aio Raj Kishara Modl, (2}
Raj Kishore Madi s'ol 1. Jagannath Madi bethrasiding &1 1.'1A.Uﬁp—:|r Wood Streal. Kolkata - F00017 and
(31 Sonu Kumar Sharma, sio Har Kishan Shama residng at BG-155, Sarkar Bagan, RBaghunathour
IE:ajarI'al Gopalpur [m], Morh 24 Parganas, Kodaia - T00055, no longer has any power, authoeily, ar right
ho Fepresant, &5, sion, oF enter dnlo 2@ny rangachons, onfracis, or agreements on behalf of e shiwe
Companies. Ary parsan, institulion, ar authority deafing with the seid (1) Uday Modi, sfo Raj Kishore
Mo, (2] Raj Kishore Modi shaLi. Jagarnath Maodi ol resicing ot 114, Upper Wood Sireet, Kolkata -
T0001T and (3} Sonu Kumar Sharma. z/a Hari Kishan Shame residing &1 RG 15/5, Sarkar Baoan
Raghunathpur, Basamal Gopalpur [m), Norh 24 Parganas, Kolkala = F00053in respect of any mallers
conceming the sakl Comparias will do so &t thes own risk, cost, end respansibility. The Companies shall
ral e hekl Gable or respondbde Sor any acls, deads. or things done by (ke said former aflorneys
tezncederth HY PRASENAT NITRA-ADVCCATE
Dby dth Augusi, 2336 RAS LERERY ROCK HO -2
ALIPTIRE LDGE COURT, KDLKATA-T

s - 307/ 2036

TEEE ;- i i L 02637 1507 - 15

JeudTetial Jiferemse ferfde aan 5o 32/2026-27

RTSIRIT & TSIUTe HBIGd Bl 3R A IRAYR fd1ey UTferesvor, # Suge =ioft
Td fAf=T fI9RTT H ¢ wd gu sl | usiigd Hdadi 9 FEiRd yus § s—UIaRia<
UfhaT 1 @t 01 HT B AT MRS ImHf3a @t St 2 |

ST BTl BT I faaRor, FfaeT e, srgamia rTe iR, fMfdeT =, ura
HIH4 UT TlAd B fgATd JT1fg FEYUT fgavor dgATS T
http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in, www.urban.rajasthan.gov.in/uitbharatpur Td
http://sppp.raj.nic.in portal X ST ST AT © |

ffdeT | Hafda f=l ¥l UBR &7 HMEA http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in Td
http://sppp-raj.nic.in portal dT TATDHT B |

UBN [447v[:-01. WAQ2627WSOB00098
& et 26 /8506

fepemdt afdrern

"IMPORTANT™

| [DUBRAJPUR DEVELOPMENT BLOCK]
Abridged Notice Inviting Tender
Tender Notice No -
06/DDB/2026(VB-G RAM G)
Memo No - 1745/DDB /2026
Dated — 03/08/2026
Block Development Officer,
Dubrajpur Development Block
invites Tenders for 11 (Eleven) no of
work closed on 10.08.2026 at 06.55
PM. Detailed information including
downloading and uploading time are
available from the website
wbtenders.gov.in
Sd/ - Block Development Officer
Dubrajpur Development Block
Dubrajpur Birbhum

Whilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising
copy, itis not possible to verify
its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot
be held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damage incurred as aresult of
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in its newspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies
or entering into any
agreements with advertisers
or otherwise acting on an
advertisement in any
manner whatsoever.

RAJASTHAN LIVESTOCK DEVELOPMENT BOARD

ma Pashudhan Bhawan Parisar, Tonk Road, Jaipur, Phone: 0141-4064974
No. :- FV() RLDB/RGM/Semen Depot/2026/3116 Dated :- 31/07/2026

Invitation of E-Bids

E-bids are invited from 10.00 AM on 03.08.2026 to 5.00 PM on 24.08.2026 for the
procurement of Portable fully automated multi-species veterinary Computer Assisted

Semen Analyzer from Manufactures, distributors or bona-fide dealer, having an
estimated value of Rs. 192.00 Lakh for the institutions of Department of Animal
Husbandry for a period of 01 years rate contract. Details of the bidding document may
be seen on the State Public Procurement Portal (http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in,
http://sppp.raj.nic.in) and RLDB website i.e. rldb.rajasthan.gov.in and may be
downloaded from there. UBN : ANH2627GLRC00160
Raj.Samwad/C/26/8509

Chief Executive Officer

Lonavala Municipal Council (MH)@

e-Tender Notice No.
Etender/tp/01/2026

e-Tender invited for the work of “Preparation of the
development plan (Third Revised) for Lonavala
Municipal Council” Please visit website www.mahaten-
ders.gov.in for Detailed information.

Sd/-
Chief Officer,
Lonavala Municipal Council,
Tal. Maval Dist. Pune

BHAKRA BEAS MANAGEMENT BOARD

RFEAA LA
s

NOTICE INVITING E-TENDERING

Name of | NIT No/Name | Starting date (Time)/ |Estd.Cost
Office of Work | Closing date {Time) [EMD
RM & NIT No | Document downloads Start date

SR A7/2026/RM | & time: 03.08.2026 a1 1700 hrs. | Estimated

Division, | Obtaining one no | Pre-hid mesting dals and Hime: east:
BEME. Fiber Glass | 10.08.2026 at 1100 hrs As,
Nangal Reinlorced Plastic | Tender submission start date and (406.80 Lacs

) (FRF) Boat for | time: 12.08.2026 at 1500 hrs
sedimentation | Tander submission closing date | Eamest
survey / Inspection | and fime: 02.09.2026 at 1500 hrg|  Money:
of Bhakra resernvoir | onening bid date and fime: Rz,
| 03.09.2026 at 1500 hrs B13600.00

For detailed NIT/Terms & Conditions etc. please visit/downloaded
from BBMB website www.bbmb.gov.in, www.etenders.gov.in

| 305-PR-BD. Sectt.-5

NOTE : If any, Corrigendum, shall be uploaded on website only.

For your Better Tomorrow Save Energy Today

indianexpress.com

1 look at every side
before taking a side.

Inform your opinion with
insightful perspectives.
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E-AUCTION
SALE NOTICE
Dated 24.08.2026

Asset Recovery Management Branch, Durgapur,

Nachan Road, Benachity, Durgapur-713213, Paschim Bardhaman,W.B. e-mail : ¢s8222@pnb.bank.in

SALE NOTICE FOR SALE OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES

Act, 2002 (No.54 of 2002)

symbolic possession of which has been taken by the Authorised Officer of the Bank/ Secured Creditor, will be sold on “As is where is”,
below, for recovery of its dues due to the Bank/ Secured Creditor from the respective borrower (s) and guarantor (s). The reserve price and the earnest money deposit will be as mentioned in the table below against the

LAST DATE & TIME OF TIME OF SUBMISSION OF EMD (Earnest Money Deposit) AND DOCUMENTS: UPTO 2.00 PM respective E Auction dated 24.08.2026
Sale of immovable property mortgaged to Bank under Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest (SARFAESI)

E-Auction Sale Notice for Sale of Inmovable Assets under the Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 read with proviso to Rule 9(1) of the
Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002.
Notice is hereby given to the public in general and in particular to the Borrower (s) and Guarantor (s) that the below described immovable property mortgaged/charged to the Secured Creditor, the constructive/physical/

»ou

Asis whatis”, and “Whatever there is” on the date as mentioned in the table herein

Laha

5.MrArup Laha

Burdwan-713104
&Dist: Burdwan- 713104
Burdwan-713104
Burdwan-713104

Burdwan-713104

TERMS AND CONDITIONS: :

omission in this proclamation.

Date: 04.08.2026
Place: Durgapur

M/s Ma Laxmi Rice Mill, Partners- 1. Mr Amaresh Moni
2.MrAshesh Laha 3.MrAlokLaha 4.MrAnupLaha

Dharapara, Guskura, Burdwan- 713128
2. Mr Alok Laha, Shyamlal Road, PO- Rajbati, PS & Dist:

2. Mr Amaresh Moni Laha, Shyamlal Road, PO- Rajbati, PS
3. Mr Anup Laha, Shyamlal Road, PO- Rajbati, PS & Dist:
4. Mr Arup Laha, Shyamlal Road, PO- Rajbati, PS & Dist:

5. Mr Ashesh Laha, Shyamlal Road, PO- Rajbati, PS & Dist:

Deed No. 8051/1974.

2454/1963 and No. 8051/1974.

Regd. Sale Deed No. 5451/1970 & Deed No. 8051/1974,

Laha having Gift Deed Being No. 447/1985,

7806/1994.
Symbolic Possession

standing in the name of Sri Amaresh Moni Laha having Regd. Sale
Deed Being No. 2452, 2453 both for 1963, Deed No. 2840/1966 &

Plot No. 2617, Area-0.07 acre of Mouza Alutia, J.L No.102, R.S. Kh
No.245, PS Ausgram, Distt. Burdwan standing in the name of
Amaresh Moni Laha having Regd. Sale Deed Being Deed No.

Plot No. 5092, Area-0.04 acre of Mouza Dariapur, P.S Ausgram,
Dist. Burdwan standing in the name of Amaresh Moni Laha having

Plot No. 2615, Area-0.24 acre of Mouza Alutia, J.L No. 102, P.S
Ausgram, Dist. Burdwan standing in the name of Amaresh Moni

Plot No. 2614/3484, Area- 0.32 Acre, Mouza-Alutia,J.L No. 102, in
the name of Ashesh Laha, Alok Laha, Anup Laha and Arup Laha vide
Deed No. 2822/2014, 6) Plot No. 2617, Mouza-Alutia, J.L No.
102,Area-0.13 acre in the name of Ma Laxmi Rice Mill, Partner-
Ashesh Laha, Alok Laha, Anup Laha & Arup Laha vide Regd No.

respective properties. i . . ) ) . )
DESCRIPTION OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES [The Said Properties are under Constructive Possession/ Physical possession of the Secured Creditor]
T . i Details of the
s | AU NAME ccount amo . o mdemontbot | Attt (6™ | baod T e
No. Address of the Borrowers / Guarantors gaged, : Possessiogng property B) Date of Possession | C) Bid Increase Amount E-Aﬁfction t;::’:chc:e 4
C) Outstanding as on the date of 13(2) (InRs.) creditors
1. | BO-BCET Durgapur (476700) All that piece and parcel of land & building and Plant & Machineries| A) 19.09.2022 A) Rs.5,88,50,000/- |24.08.2026 | Not known
Account: M/S Pioneer Electricals situated at layout plot no. 24 at Naseer Avenue (Industrial Lane), | B) 08.12.2022 11.00 AM | to Bank at
Borrower/Co-Borrower/s/Guarantor/Partner: 1. M/S | Mouza- Gopinathpur, JL No. 85 CS Plot No. 242(P),|Symbolic Possession B) Rs.58,85,000- | to present.
Pioneer Electricals Prop. Shri Biswanath Ghose S/o Shri | 243(P),268(P), 270(P), 271(P), 269(P), 303(P), 304(P), Khaitain| C) Rs.7,19,13,402.45 C) Rs.50,0001 4.00 PM
Karali Charan Ghose Regd. Office 38, Rani Rasmoni Path | N0.999,1551, 1577, 841, 1947, 1989, 341, 744, 1046, Tauzi No. 1, | (Rupees Seven Crore o
City Centre, Durgapur, Pachim Bardhman 713216 Area43.26 Cottah or 0.715Acre (more or less), registered at ADSR | Nineteen Lakh Thirteen
2. Shri Biswanath Ghose S/o Shri Karali Charan Ghose | Durgapur in the name of M/S pioneer Electricals represented by| Thousand Four Hundred
Prop. Of M/S Pioneer Electricals 2/7 Udichi Park, Near Aligan | Mr. Biswanath Ghose S/o Shri Karali Charan Ghose being Deed Two and Paise Forty-Five
Apartment, Durgapur, Pachim Bardhman 713216 No. 07890 of the year2012. Only) as on 31.08.2022
3. Mrs. Mou Ghose (guarantor) w/o Shri Biswanath Ghose / | Symbolic Possession
7 Udichi Park, Near Aligan Apartment, Durgapur, Pachim
Bardhman 713216
2. | B/OCBBDurgapur (030410) Allthat piece & parcel of A) 28.08.2018 A) Rs.4,10,32,000/- |24.08.2026 | Not known

Account-M/s Ma Laxmi Rice Mill Factory land and building (With P&M) at plot No. 3194, Area-0.88| B) 13.11.2018 — |11.00 AM | to Bank at
Borrower/ Co-Borrower/s/ Guarantor/ Partner:- acre of Mouza Alutia, J.L. No. 102, P.S. Ausgramm, Dist. Burdwan | Symbolic Possession B) Rs.41,03,200- | to present.

C) Rs.4,05,72,039.00 4.00 PM

(Rupees Four Crore Five
Lakh Seventy-Two
Thousand Thirty-Nine Only)
as on 30.06.2018

C) Rs.50,000%-

The sale shall be subject to the Terms & Conditions prescribed in the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules 2002 and to the following further conditions:
1. The properties are being sold on ‘AS IS WHERE IS BASIS and “AS IS WHAT IS BASIS” and “WHATEVER THERE IS BASIS”
2. The particulars of Secured Assets specified in the Schedule hereinabove have been stated to the best of the information of the Authorized Officer, but the Authorized Officer shall not be answerable for any error, misstatement or

3. The Sale will be done by the undersigned through e-auction platform provided at the Website https://www.baanknet.com on 24.08.2026 from 11.00 AM to 4.00 PM.
4. Fordetailed terms and conditions of the sale, please refer to website: www.baanknet.com.
5. Forany queries regarding the terms and conditions of the sale, the interested bidders may contact Mr. Kunal Das (Chief Manager) Mob: 9859952212.

STATURORY 30/15 DAYS SALE NOTICE UNDER RULE 8 (6) & RULE 9 (1) OF THE SECURITY INTEREST ENFORCEMENT AMENDMENT RULES, 2002.

Chief Manager & Authorised Officer
Punjab National Bank |

STATUTORY SALE NOTICE UNDER RULE 9 (1) & 8 (6) OF THE SARFAESI ACT, 2002

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

Kolkata
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Odisha Emerges as Eastern India’s Next Food
Processing and FMCG Growth Engine

OR decades, Odisha's economic story

has largely been associated with

minerals, metals and heavy indus-
tries. But another transformation is quietly
unfolding one that is rooted not beneath
the ground, but above it.

Across the State, a combination of abun-
dant agricultural and marine resources, ex-
panding food processing infrastructure
and investor-friendly industrial policies is
beginning to reshape Odisha into one of
eastern India's most promising destina-
tions for food processing and FMCG manu-
facturing.

The shift is driven by a simple economic
reality. Consumers today are buying less
raw produce and more packaged,
processed and ready-to-consume food. As
demand for convenience foods, dairy prod-
ucts, beverages, frozen seafood and
branded agricultural products continues to
grow, states capable of supplying both raw
materials and modern manufacturing in-
frastructure are likely to become the next
growth centres of India's food economy.

From Policy to Projects:

The Government's

Facilitative Approach

Assignificant factor behind Odisha's grow-
ing attractiveness for food processing in-
vestments has been the State Govern-
ment's emphasis on creating an enabling
business environment rather than relying
solely on fiscal incentives. Over the past
few years, the Government has focused on
simplifying requlatory processes, strength-
ening industrial infrastructure, improving

logistics and ensuring faster project imple-
mentation.

The Odisha Food Processing Policy 2022,
together with the Industrial Policy Resolu-
tion (IPR) 2022, provides a comprehensive
framework for investors by supporting
capital investment, food parks, cold-chain
infrastructure, common facilities, export-
oriented manufacturing and value-added
processing. Digital governance initiatives,
including the GO SWIFT single-window
system, have further streamlined approvals
and significantly reduced the time required
for establishing industrial projects.

Supporting this policy ecosystem is the
Industrial Promotion and Investment Cor-
poration of Odisha (IPICOL), the State's
nodal investment promotion and facilita-
tion agency. Beyond promoting investment
opportunities, IPICOL serves as the primary
interface between investors and the Gov-
ernment, coordinating with multiple de-
partments to facilitate project approvals,
provide guidance on policy incentives, as-
sist in land identification, and support in-
vestors throughout the project lifecycle.

Working closely with the Industries De-
partment and other stakeholder agencies,
IPICOL facilitates investments through a
structured single-window mechanism that
enables faster decision-making, coordi-
nated inter-departmental clearances and
time-bound implementation. The organi-
sation also plays an important role in in-
vestor outreach, sector-specific engage-
ment, project monitoring and aftercare
services, helping companies transition effi-
ciently from investment proposals to com-

mercial operations.

For the food processing and FMCG sec-
tor, this institutional framework is particu-
larly important because projects often re-
quire coordinated approvals involving
industrial land, utilities, environmental
clearances, infrastructure connectivity and
multiple requlatory agencies. By function-
ing as a dedicated investment facilitator,
IPICOL helps reduce procedural complex-
ity and provides investors with a single
point of engagement throughout the in-
vestment process.

As Odisha seeks to build an integrated
food processing ecosystem, the Govern-
ment's policy reforms, coupled with IPI-
COL's investment facilitation framework,
are creating an environment where busi-
nesses can establish operations with
greater certainty, transparency and
speed, while enabling the State to attract

high-quality investments, generate em-
ployment and strengthen agricultural
value chains.

Infrastructure is gradually
catching up with this policy
push

Mega Food Parks, specialised seafood in-
frastructure, industrial estates and expand-
ing logistics networks are creating condi-
tions that were largely absent a decade
ago. Odisha's nearly 575-kilometre coast-
line, supported by Paradip, Dhamra and
Gopalpur ports, provides manufacturers
with efficient access to both domestic and
overseas markets, particularly for seafood,
processed foods and FMCG products.

The State is also witnessing the emer-
gence of a broader manufacturing ecosys-
tem around food processing. Leading com-
panies such as Tata Consumer Products,

Hindusthan Coca-Cola Beverages, Parel
Agro, Indo Nissin, Varun Beverages, Britan-
nia and ITC have operational projects in
Odisha, while Nestlé India has broken
ground for its global lighthouse factory in
the State. These investments are creating
demand for packaging manufacturers, lo-
gistics providers, cold chain operators, food
testing laboratories and engineering ser-
vices. As contract manufacturing gains
prominence within India's FMCG sector,
Odisha has an opportunity to become a
preferred production base for national
brands, private labels and emerging direct-
to-consumer companies seeking cost-effi-
cient manufacturing locations.

The diversity of commodities
further strengthens this
proposition

Dedicated production clusters have devel-
oped around rice, maize, sweet potato,
jackfruit, mango, cashew, dairy, seafood,
turmeric, ginger, millets, mushrooms and
honey, while Odisha's 11 Gl-tagged food
and agricultural products offer opportuni-
ties for premium branding and export-ori-
ented marketing. Value addition in these
segments has the potential to improve
farmer incomes while expanding industrial
activity beyond traditional urban centres.

Seafood remains one of the

State's strongest export stories
Odisha has steadily improved its position in
marine exports, supported by growing
aquaculture production and investments
in processing infrastructure. The Seafood

Park at Deras, where common infrastruc-
ture is being developed is expected to
strengthen processing capacity for frozen,
ready-to-cook and value-added seafood
products, enabling exporters to move be-
yond commodity exports towards pre-
mium international markets.

The same logic increasingly applies to
dairy, fruits and horticulture. Products such
as mango, jackfruit, sweet potato, tomato
and cashew are gradually moving beyond
primary markets into processing streams
that include beverages, snacks, concen-
trates, frozen foods and packaged con-
sumer products. This transition is central to
improving value realisation across the agri-
cultural supply chain.

The next phase of Odisha's food econ-
omy, however, will depend on more than
production alone. Cold-chain infrastructure,
food testing facilities, quality certification,
contract manufacturing, export logistics
and supplier ecosystems will determine
whether the State can evolve from a sup-
plier of raw agricultural commodities into
a competitive manufacturing hub for
processed food and FMCG products.

The foundations are already being laid.
The challenge now lies in scaling invest-
ments, strengthening industry linkages
and integrating farmers, processors,
MSMEs and global markets into a single
value chain.

If that momentum continues, Odisha's
next industrial success story may not come
from its mines or metals. It may well
emerge from its farms, fisheries and food
factories.
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the largest ferro chrome manufacturer in the country,
we are committed to ‘Make in India’ and supply
value-added ferro chrome to leading stainless steel

producers worldwide.

WE ARE COMMITTED TO
FUELLING TOMORROW’'S GROWTH, TODAY.
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Your home is your legacy, where your memories,
dreams and hopes all live on. Jindal Panther TMT Rebars
are strong lrom the outside, yet llexible on the inside,
and they ensure excellent bonding with cement to make
your house sturdy and resilient, increasing its longevity
substontiolly. So your family haos o home it loves,

tor a long, long time.
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Address

Corporate Headquarters
IMFA Building Bhubaneswar
Odisha 751 010
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LizMathew
New Delhi, August 4

A DAY after the BJP lost two of
its bastions in the bypolls in
Bihar and Madhya Pradesh,
the party appears to have
begun the stock-taking exer-
cise, with Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi discussing the
political situation with senior
leaders from the states con-
cerned on Tuesday.

Modi met former Bihar
chief minister and JDU leader
Nitish Kumar and former Mad-
hya Pradesh CM and Union
Minister Shivraj Singh Chou-
han in his office chamber in
Parliament House.

While the meetings were to
discuss “development issues”,
sources said “political develop-
ments” also came up. The party
is trying to come to terms with
the embarrassing defeats in Bi-
har’s Bankipur seat vacated by
its national president Nitin
Nabin, and Datia in Madhya
Pradesh, a stronghold consti-
tuency of the party for almost
three decades until 2023.

Jan Suraaj Party founder
Prashant Kishor won the high-
stakes Bankipur bypoll against
Neeraj Kumar, while Congress
candidate Ghanshyam Singh
defeated BJP’s Ashutosh Ti-
wari by 6,016 votes in Datia.

Nitish, now a Rajya Sabha
member, was accompanied by
JDU leaders — Union Minister
Rajiv Ranjan Lalan Singh and
Sanjay Jha. “The discussion
was about the social, economic
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Pat on the Back

SEVERAL OPPOSITION MPs
seem tobeimpressed with
the “political clarity” of Sa-
majwadi Party’s chief whip
inthe Lok Sabha, Dharmen-
draYadav, when he speaks at
the Oppositionbloc
meetings at RajyaSabha LoP
Mallikarjun Kharge’s
chamber in Parliament.
Some of the Opposition
leaders were heard praising
Yadavataneventatthe Con-
stitution Club of India on
Tuesday. One of them said
his style of working was very
“straightforward”,
somethingthat other party
leaders should try toemu-
late. Yadav takes charge of
party affairsin Parliament
when SP chief Akhilesh
Yadavis busy or travelling.

No Comments

JOURNALISTS EXPECTING
soundbites from MPs
attending Parliament were
left confused, and mildly
amused, when BJP MP Ravi
Kishan told them he was ob-
serving a “maunvrat (Vow
of silence)” as advised by his
Panditji (priest). The
Gorakhpur MP wenton to
verbally request the journal-
iststolethimremain
shaant (quiet) so asto hon-
our his “maunvrat”.

Old Friends
And New

A DAY after the BJP’s defeat
intwo by-polls — Bankipur
and Datia—PM Narendra
Modiwas seen engrossedin
an animated conversation
with the party’s national
president, Nitin Nabin, who
was seated tohisrightinthe
firstrow during NDA MPs’
‘Mangal Milan’ at Parliament
House. ‘Mangal Milan’isa
weekly strategy meeting of
the NDA allies when Parlia-
mentisinsession. Avideo of
the meet released by the BJP
showed Nabin smilingly lis-
teningto the PM. The others
presentinthe meeting
included new NDA member
Sudip Bandyopadhyay, who
was attending the first ‘Man-
gal Milan’ after breaking
away from the TMC andjoin-
ingthe NCPIin June.

PM Narendra Modi and Rajya Sabha MP Nitish Kumar during a meeting at Parliament House, Tuesday. r1i

and development issues. It was
about how to take the state for-
ward. Of course, the political
scenario also came up for dis-
cussion,” said asource. The PM
wanted to take feedback di-
rectly from the senior leaders of
the coalition partner.
However, a senior party
leader insisted that “it was
more of a courtesy meeting” as
Nitish has not met Modi since
he came to Rajya Sabha. In his
meetingwith Chouhan, during
which the issues related to the
Agriculture ministry, including
the farmer protests in different
parts, were discussed, the BJP’s
rout in Datia also came up.
Meanwhile, the BJP’sdismal

performance in the bypolls was
ahottopicin partyleaders’ con-
versations inside and outside
Parliament. The defeatin Bank-
ipur, which has a high presence
of forward castes, a key support
base ofthe BJP, hasalarmed the
party leadership. “It was clearly
an angry response to the UGC
regulationsand the NEET paper
leaks,” said a senior BJP MP.
The UGC regulations on
caste discrimination on cam-
puses, which were withdrawn
after many upper caste groups
protested in Uttar Pradesh and
Bihar, and the NEET paper
leaks that affected many
families could “hurt the party’s
prospects in the coming polls

too”. Assembly polls are due
early next year in five states —
Uttar Pradesh, Uttarakhand,
Punjab, Manipur and Goa.

“There is an assessment
process. The party has begun
collecting feedback, and we will
certainly do the needful correc-
tion,” said a senior office-
bearer of the BJP. “We have to
plug the holes... there is no
doubt about it. Party leadership
is aware of the resentment
among the Brahmins and Tha-
kurs... as well as OBC commu-
nities over the UGC guidelines.
We will chalk out strategies to
address their concerns before
we launch the campaign for
these elections.”

'EXPRESS special "

BJP takes stock after bypoll setbacks

BJP dissolves Datia

Anand MohanJ
Bhopal, August 4

LESS THAN 24 hours after suf-
fering one of its most politically
significant defeats in recent
years, the BJP on Tuesday dis-
solved its entire Datia district
organisation, signalling the
scale of introspection triggered
by the party’s loss in the high-
stakes Assembly by-election.
In an order issued by BJP
state office secretary Shyam Ma-
hajan, the party said that follow-
ing the directions of state presi-
dent Hemant Khandelwal and
on the recommendations of a
committee constituted to review
the Datia bypoll results, the en-
tire existing organisational
structure of the districthad been
dissolved withimmediate effect.
The order removes the dis-
trict president, district office-
bearers, district executive, man-
dal committees, morchas, cells,
projects, departments and all
other organisational units in
Datiafrom their responsibilities.
The organisational overhaul fol-
lowed an intense day of intro-
spection within BJP. Before dis-
solving the Datia unit, Chief
Minister Mohan Yadav chaired
a high-level review meeting at
his official residence attended by
state BJP president Khandelwal,
Deputy Chief Minister Jagdish

Prashant Kishor’s win a setback for
BJP, butit will Worry RJ D more

Deeptiman Tiwary
New Delhi, August 4

THE BJP’S shock defeat in the
Bankipur Assembly bypoll has
delivered a rare setback to the
ruling party in one of its strong-
est urban bastions, but the re-
sult has also exposed a di-
lemma for Bihar’s principal
Opposition party, RJD.

There are clear signs that a
section of the Tejashwi Yadav-
led party’s core support base
shifted to Jan Suraaj Party (JSP)
founder Prashant Kishor in an
election where defeating the BJP
appeared tobecome the overrid-
ing objective for many voters.

Kishor polled over 64,000
votestodefeatthe BJP. TheRJD's
Rekha Kumari finished adistant
third with around 14,000 votes.
In the 2025 Assembly polls,
Rekha Kumari had secured over
46,000 votes while the BJP had
won Bankipur with more than
98,000 votes. Kishor’s JSP had
managed just over 7000 votes.

For the RJD, the outcome is
particularly significant because
Bankipur, despite being an
upper-caste-dominated tradi-
tional BJP stronghold, also has
asizeable population of Yadavs
and Muslims who form the
party’s core social coalition.
The sharp fall in the RJD’s vote
share has fuelled concernsthat
asection of these voters backed
Kishor, believing he was better
placed to defeat the BJP.

At the same time, the BJP’s
defeat has reinforced a growing
beliefwithin the Opposition that
the party is vulnerable even in
seats long considered impreg-

'I'F__'

e

-4

Someinthe RJD are concerned about a section of the party’s core
voters shifting towards the Jan Suraaj Party. p1i

nable, potentially giving fresh
momentum to anti-BJP forces.

What RJD leaders say

In his first comments on the
bypoll verdict, Leader of Op-
position (LoP) Tejashwi Yadav
choseto focus onthe BJP’sloss,
saying its defeat was the result
ofthe “negative politics” of Chief
Minister Samrat Choudhary.

asenior RJD leader said.

“Yes, the concern for us is
that in this desire to defeat the
BJP, some of our core voters saw
Prashant Kishor as having a
better chance. Butthereisalsoa
silver lining. This victory will
convince our cadre that the BJP
can be defeated even in its
strongholdsifthey workhard on
the ground. We will see how to

“The Bankipur re- harness the momentum
sults have made it clear building against the BJP.”
thatin Biharand therest Accordingtothe RJD
of north India, the BJP ® leader, one factor that
canbedefeated. Itshows contributed to the anti-

that public frustration
with the government’s failures
has reached a critical level. The
BJP's problemsare only goingto
grow,” RJD MP Sudhakar Singh
told The Indian Express.
However, senior RJDleaders
in private acknowledged that
the result had also forced the
party into introspection. “We
were not fancying our chances
because Bankipur is a BJP bas-
tion...Butanatmosphere devel-
oped inwhich voters concluded
thatthe BJPhad tobe defeated,”

BJP sentiment was re-
sentment over a series of police
encounters since Samrat
Choudhary became Chief Min-
ister. The RJD has alleged that
around adozen encountershave
disproportionately targeted Ya-
davs and Muslims. “The anger
over these encounters in-
fluenced many Yadav and Mus-
lim voters. They were more in-
clined toensurethe BJP’sdefeat
than remain loyal to one particu-
lar party,” theleader said.

Another RJD functionary ar-

gued that the shift should notbe
read asastructural erosion ofthe
party's support base. “Thisis an
urban constituency dominated
byupper-caste voters. Oncethey
began moving towards Kishor,
some of our voters also consoli-
dated behind him to maximise
the chances of defeatingthe BJP.
Such momentum sometimes
develops in the final days of an
election,” the leader said.

“Our core support remains
intact. We are a cadre-based
party with adeep organisational
network. Kishor cannot match
that... Hewill eventually have to
engage with questions of caste
andidentity. Thatisa politicsthe
RJD has practised for decades.”

BJPsees silver lining

The BJP, while acknowledg-
ingthesetback, alsobelievesthe
bypoll may have longer-term
political benefits. “The rise of Ki-
shoris not necessarily bad news
for us. This bypoll was an aber-
ration in which he managed to
attract some of our voters... In
thelonger run, his party ismore
likely to divide anti-BJP votes,”
asenior BJPleader said.

Within the BJP, leaders at-
tributed the defeat to a combi-
nation oflocal and political fac-
tors. Party sources said
resentmentamong upper-caste
voters over the proposed UGC
equity regulations coincided
with heightened youth discon-
tent following the Cockroach
Janata Party-led protests. They
also pointed to the party's last-
minute change of candidate,
which deprived it of the advan-

tage of a well-known local face. |

s district organisation

Devda, ministers, senior office-
bearers and leaders who had
managed the Datia campaign.

Party sources said that the
meeting examined the reasons
behind the 6,016-vote defeat,
allegations of factionalism, the
performance of the party organ-
isation and complaints of sab-
otage by local leaders. The re-
view is also expected to have
disciplinary consequences.
Sourcessaid complaints against
Datiadistrict president Raghuvir
Kushwah and several office-
bearers would be compiled and
senttothe centralleadership. In-
ternal reports have flagged alle-
gations that more than a dozen
BJP councillors worked against
the official candidate duringthe
campaign, with disciplinary ac-
tion under consideration.

The action comes aday after
the Congressretained the Datia
Assembly seat, with veteran
leader Ghanshyam Singh de-
feating BJP debutant Ashutosh
Tiwari in a contest that had
evolved into a prestige battle for
both parties. BJP’s defeat ex-
posed deep organisational fault
lines. Mishra’s supporters had
openly protested after BJP re-
placed him with Tiwari, with
road blockades, resignations
and clashes with police forcing
the party into damage-control
mode during the campaign.

BJP’s Prasad
denies making
‘kutta-billl remark,
hits out at Kishor

Santosh Singh
Patna, August 4

IN THE run-up to the high-
stakes bypoll for the Bankipur
Assembly constituency, Jan
Suraaj Party (JSP) founder Pra-
shant Kishor had repeatedly ac-
cused MP Ravi Shankar Prasad
of saying that even a cat or dog
(“kutta-billi”) could win the
seat on BJP’s ticket.

Invoking the purported re-
mark throughout the campaign,
Kishor was heard telling voters
in nearly every speech how the
ruling party was “underestimat-
ingthediscretion and intellect”
of the electorate. The alleged
statement effectively became
JSP’s central campaign line
against the BJP. However, aday
after the JSP founder secured a
resounding victory in the by-
poll, Prasad, a former Union
minister and BJP’s Patna Sahib
MP, has dismissed the remarks
attributed to him, claiming he
never uttered the said words.

Prasad, who issued a clarifi-
cation video Tuesday, said, “How
can people stoop tosuch alevel?
Neither I nor any BJP worker
made a ‘kutta-billi’ reference at
any point. I challenge them to
show proof of any such remark.
Infact,Thad even clarified before
theelectionhow JSPwas making
amotivated statementby falsely
attributing it to us. We respect
each of our workers and voters.”

On the clarification, senior
JSPleader and former MLA Ki-
shore Kumar Munna said,
“Now that the BJP has lost the
poll, itsleaders are coming with
clarifications. It showsthey are
not able to digest defeat.”

V-P and Rajya Sabha Chairman C P Radhakrishnan conducts
proceedings during Monsoon Session on Tuesday. pri

Amid Opp protests, RS
passes Registration of
Births and Deaths Bill

Express News Service
New Delhi, August 4

THE RAJYA Sabha passed the
Registration of Births and
Deaths (Amendment) Bill, 2026,
by avoice vote on Tuesday after-
noon, amid slogans from the
Opposition. The Lok Sabha had
cleared the Bill last week. The
Upper House ran for less than
anhourintheafternoon, before
being adjourned for the day
soon after the passage of the Bill.
The Bill, which has stricter
provisions for delayed registra-
tions, was introduced by MoS
Home Nityanand Rai. The Bill
seeks to amend provisions of
the Registration of Births and
Deaths Act, 1969, to tighten the
existing norms, mandating an
order from a Judicial Magis-
trate (First Class) for birth and
death registrations made over
two years after the event.
Under the existing law, reg-
istrations delayed by over one
year require an order from a
district magistrate, sub-divi-
sional magistrate, or an auth-
orised executive magistrate,
and the provision will continue
to apply for delays of up to two
years under the amended law.
Leader of Opposition Malli-
karjun Kharge started the dis-
cussion by saying that the only
way to see the House function
normally is if the Prime Minister
showsup, buthewascutshortby
the Deputy Chairperson Hari-
vansh. While BJP members sup-
ported the Bill, some members
such as BJD’s Santrupt Misra,
United People’s Party Liberal
member Pramod Boro, and Shiv
Sena’sJyoti Nagnath Waghmare
objected to the provision of a

judicial magistrate’s order for
birth and death registrations.
Borosaid thejudicial magistrates
are overburdened and this
requirementwilllead todelaysin
registrations. He said there wasa
disparity in the number of judi-
cial magistrates across states.

Waghmare said the registra-
tion process should be made
easier with camps and door-to-
door activities, and penalties
should be removed. BJP
member Biswajit Sinha, who
gave his maiden speech in the
House, said that the Congress
members were against the Bill
because they were allowing
Pakistani and Bangladeshi
citizens to register in India.

The Opposition members,
ontheotherhand, tried toagain
raise theissue of the Home Min-
ister’s absence in the House.
Congress’s Phoolan Devi Netam
and DMK’s Tiruchi Siva said the
Home Minister himself should
have presented the Bill.

CPIM member V Sivadasan
said the Bill was very important
and there was a need for proper
documentation. He went on to
say that the cause of death
should be accurately docu-
mented, such as malnutrition
and paper leaks.

In his reply, Rai said there
was a need for the members to
understand the Bill. He said
late registration, especially
beyond two years, was being
misused and therefore should
happen on orders of a Judicial
Magistrate. “This has been
done so that ghosts do not con-
tinue to be voters for certain
parties or babies born else-
where are not registered here
by some states,” he said.

LS passes Appropriation
Bill, adjourned amid
protests by Opposition

Express News Service
New Delhi, August 4

THE LOK Sabha passed the Ap-
propriation (Number 3) Bill,
2026, on Tuesday amid protests
from the Opposition benches
over police action against pro-
testing students and the alleged
theft of donations from the
Ram Temple in Ayodhya.

The Taxation and Other
Laws (Amendment) Bill, 2026,
was also tabled in the House
which ran for less than an hour
in the afternoon and adjourned
forthe day soon after the passage
of the proposed legislation.

The House was adjourned at
11 am after Speaker Om Birla’s

‘Sangh Parivar is far more democratic than Gandhi parivar’

RAJYA SABHA member
SUSHMITA DEV recently
joined the BJP, weeks after
switching over from the TMC.
Her stintin the TMC lasted five
years, much shorter than her
decades-long association with
the Congress before that. In an
interview with DIVYA A, Dev
speaks about what caused her
disillusionment with her
former parties, the govern-
ment’s handling of the protest
against the NEET paper leak,
and the RSS. Excerpts:

You have been with three
political parties. How has
your experience been?
Istarted my careerin student
politics with NSUI, the Congtress’
student wing, and left in 2021.
So, going from the Congress to
the Trinamool was not an ideo-
logical change... Mamata didi
herselfexited from the Congress

and formed this party.

What I realised very quickly
is that the TMC’s vote-share in
Bengal or anywhere else in the
country is not ideological; it’s
leader-centric. In contrast, the
Congresshasanideological base,
ifyoudon’tlike the BJP, youvote
for the Congress. But the BJP’s
voteisentirely ideological. When
they had two MPs or when they
had no MPs, and today when
they are on the Treasury
benches, they have never com-
promised with their ideology.

What about the top
leadership of the parties?
The Congress does a lot of
review meetings after every
election. So, it comes across as
democratic, but when it comes
to implementation, there is a
lack of internal consensus. And
in Trinamool, there are hardly
any forums for discussion.

EXPRESS
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SUSHMITADEV
BJPRAJYASABHA MP

Power is concentrated in the
hands of one person, because
she built the party and ran it.
The critics will tell you that
youdon’thaveavoiceinthe BJP.
It’s only two people, PM Modi
and the Home Minister (Amit
Shah). I don’t think it’s true be-
cause all the MPs have a guard-
ian minister; you can talk to
them about what you're facing

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

in your state. Apart from that,
you have the organisation...If
nothingworks, whether youlike
it or not, the Sangh Parivar has
itseyes and ears to the ground.

Have you met anyone from
the Sangh Parivar?

No, but it is very clear to me
thatverytall, experienced Sangh
leaders are very much a part of
the parliamentary system. So
there are so many layers of en-
gagement. In the Congress, if
somebody at the top gets upset
with you, your career isover. You
can’t take on the family and sur-
viveinthe Congress. Butifyou're
ameritorious person in the BJP,
they will always be a platform.

What do you think about
therole of Sangh Parivar
inthe BJP?

The Congress is also ruled
by a parivar. One party is with

the Gandhi Parivar and for the
BJP, their ideologue is Sangh
Parivar. Andit’sbettertohavea
large organisation like the RSS,
where there are different views,
than one family. Parivar toh
dono taraf hai. (There is a
family on both the sides). There
isafirst family on that side and
on this side, there is a Sangh
Parivar. But Sangh Parivar is far
more democraticasitisalarger
institution than one family.

Why did you quit the TMC?
My situation in the Trina-
mool was like no one else’s be-
cause I was not a person doing
politics at the grassrootslevelin
Bengal. I felt it was extremely
difficult for the TMC leader to
pursue the growth of her party
outside Bengal. I had a choice
between the Congress and the
BJP.Ifelt that the way they (BJP)
areworkinginthenortheastern

Kolkata

states, their acceptanceis grow-
ing. After talking to the Assam
CM (Himanta BiswaSarma) and
Home Minister Amit Shah, it
was clear to me that if I want to
work for the next 10-15 years for
my people, the BJPis the party.

What do you think of the
government’s handling of
the students’ protest?

The way the Modi govern-
ment responded — whether it
is by bringing new legislation,
by Dharmendra Pradhanji
stepping down —they handled
it well. What is now sub judice
iswhether the force used there
was proportionate and necess-
ary or was it disproportionate.
However, looking at thousands
of people marching towards
Parliament, would they have
stopped at the gate? Thatis also
the Home Minister’s responsi-
bility to protect Parliament.

appealstoletquestion hour con-
tinuedidn’t find any takers from
the Opposition benches. The
LokSabhareassembled at2 pm,
but sloganeering by the Opposi-
tion members continued.
Finance Minister Nirmala Si-
tharaman introduced the Tax-
ation and Other Laws (Amend-
ment) Bill, 2026, but it was not
taken up for consideration.
However, the Appropriation
(Number 3) Bill, 2026, dealing
with demands for excess grants
was put to a voice vote and
passed. As sloganeering by op-
position members continued in
the well of the House, Dilip Sai-
kia, who was in the Chair, ad-
journed the House for the day.

DKS: Will accept
resignations

Bengaluru: Undeterred by
threats of resignation by a few
MLAs over their non-inclusion
inthe state Cabinet, Karnataka
Chief Minister D K Shivakumar
said he would accept their res-
ignations within minutes.

He said tendering resigna-
tion was part of politics. “No-
body canstopthem,” hesaid, ad-
ding the legislators can secure
their future only in Congress.
“..Party is important. If anyone
resigns, I will accept it within a
few minutes.” Theremarkwasin
response to queries regarding
resignations announced by Con-
gress MLAs Yashvantharaya-
gouda Patil, Belur Gopalkrishna
and B K Sangameshwar. There
were speculations that legisla-
tors from Kolar and Chikkabal-
lapur were contemplating mass
resignations as none from the
districts featured in Cabinet. ENS
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‘Economic dominance depends on
compounding’: Sanjeev Sanyal on
35-yr strategy to catch up with China

Sanyal took partin a session as part of
IIT-KGP’s Platinum Jubilee celebrations

Sweety Kumari
Kolkata, August 4
LONG-TERM economic domi-
nance of acountry relies heavily
on compounding rather than
brief, unmanaged spikes in
speed, Sanjeev Sanyal, Member
of the Economic Advisory
Council to the Prime Minister
(EAC-PM) and Chancellor ofthe
Gokhale Institute of Politics and
Economics said on Tuesday.

Sanyal made the remarks
during an interactive session
titled “The Art of Doing Econ-
omic Reforms”, as part of the
Platinum Jubilee celebrations
of Indian Institute of Technol-
ogy (IIT) Kharagpur.

During a live Q&A session,
Sanyal was asked whether India
has reached a pivotal juncture
shifting from merely a decade
of steady expansion to entering
an entirely higher growth tra-
jectory.

“You know the big growth of
Korea, Japan, and more re-
cently, China. Thiswhole game
is about compounding. The
most powerful thing in the
world is compound and com-
poundinginterest,” Sanyal said.

“China and India were ac-
tually at the same level of size of
economy and per capita in-
come in 1990. China then be-
came the fastest-growing major
economy in the world in the
subsequent 35 years. It all hap-
pened because of compound-
ing. India, incidentally, is the
second fastest-growing major
economy in the world. Soitdid-
n’t actually do too bad. But be-
cause there’s only afew percen-
tage points difference, that
percentage point has com-
pounded over 35 round cycles.
Sothat’'swhy we have ended up
with them becoming a lot
bigger,” he said.

“Firstof all, we haven’tdone
too badly. We have actually
done rather well for the last 35
years, just not at the level of
China.Soifwewanttocatchup
with China, wejust have to grow
forthe next 35 years atthe same
percentage point faster than
China grew over the last 35
years. Callit convergence. Now,
you’ll be pleased to hear that we
have been growing at about 2.5
percentage points faster than
Chinaover thelast few years. So
our game is to simply com-
pound it over the next 25-30
years. We will get there,” he
added.

Sanyal, whoholdstherankof
Secretary to the Government of
India, addressed a packed audi-
ence of over 450 participants, in-
cluding students, faculty
members, researchers, industry
leaders, alumni, and entrepre-
neurs, deliberating on India’s
strategic roadmap towards be-
coming a developed nation by
2047 (Viksit Bharat @ 2047).

Referring to global econ-
omic headwinds ranging from
the post-Covid recovery, energy
price volatility, geopolitical con-
flicts in Ukraine and Iran, and
the breakdown of global trade
architecture, Sanyal warned
against chasing short-term
double-digit expansion at the
expense of macroeconomic
health.

“Chinadidn’tgrow on asus-
tained basis in double digits.
There was actually a relatively
small patch from around 2000
to2008, where it grew at double
digits. The rest of the time, it
was growingaround 8%. We are
alsogrowingin the7something
percentage range. In the last
quarter data, we had 7.8%, so
not too bad. This is a very diffi-
cult time to simply begin accel-
erating. People who think we

Sanjeev Sanyal

should just begin growing 8%
will notbe abletodoitonasus-
tained basis if we do not look at
macroeconomic stability,” Sa-
nyal said.

“Growing fast is good, but
you can only do thisif you do it
year after year of compounding.
For every China or Korea that
succeeded, there are a large
number of countries that grew
foraperiod and thendidn't,” he
added.

Sanyal cited the Southeast
Asian financial crisis of the late
1990s as a cautionary tale.

“In the 90s when I was at
university, the countries sup-
posed to be the great nations of
the future were Thailand, Ma-
laysia, Indonesia, and the Phil-
ippines. But those countries,
after a few years of rapid
growth, had a big crisis and
never really quite came back,”
Sanyal said.

“Inthefirst few yearsasapo-
licymaker, Ispent time cleaning
up the banking system. We had
tried between 2009 and 2013 to
force growth through expan-
ding the financial system, mis-
allocated capital, became one of
the 'Fragile Five,'and ended up
with a banking system that
nearly blew up. It took years of
cleaning up to get it where it is
today. So yes, high growth, but
never forget: maintain control
over inflation, financial sector
stability, fiscal debt, external
debt, and do not use up foreign
exchange reserves unwisely,”
Sanyal said.

Responding to queries re-

garding economic fugitives re-
siding abroad and government
efforts to bring them back to
facejustice, Sanyal detailed the
legal and diplomatic hurdlesin-
volved.

“The government has been
prosecuting many of these
people in these tax havens.
Many of them fled more than a
decade ago. It’s very sad, butju-
risdictionsin certain placeslike
the UK actively discourage you
from deporting them to India,”
Sanyal said.

Drawing a comparison to
long-standing criminal extradi-
tions, he said, “Remember the
case of arms dropping some 20
years ago involving Danish na-
tionals, we have still not been
able to extradite them. One of
the common excuses made by
European countries is that the
conditions of Indianjails are not
good enough.”

“I have always maintained
that there are plenty of jails built
by the Europeans when they
were colonising here so those
jails must be of European stan-
dards. Even Kalapani could be
deployed as a European-built
jail,” Sanyal said.

“The number of fugitives
going out has dramatically
come down. Most cases are leg-
acy issues, but the Indian gov-
ernment certainly intends to
bring back all these people.
Meanwhile, many of their do-
mestic assets have already been
seized and liquidated,” he said.

Duringhis primary address,
Sanyal underscored that while
massive structural overhauls
grab headlines, continuous
“process reforms” and small,
targeted improvements in gov-
ernance are equally vital for na-
tion-building.

“India’s journey towards
Viksit Bharat will not be driven
only by big policy announce-
ments, but also by thousands of
well-designed process reforms
that make governance simplet,
faster, more transparent, and
citizen-centric,” Sanyal said.

Private bus operators seek fare hike amid rising costs

Press Trust of India
Kolkata, August 4

PRIVATE BUS operators in Kol-
kata on Tuesday sought an up-
ward revision of fares and a
one-time relief package from
the state government, citing
soaring fuel prices, stagnant

fares since 2018 and increasing
revenue losses.

Joint Council of Bus Syndi-
cate Secretary Tapan Banerjee
told PTIthat they are facingris-
ing operational costs and
shrinking passenger volume.

After the introduction of
free bus travel for women on

Govt extends operating hrs
of buses to ease commute
to hospitals, rly stations

Sweety Kumari
Kolkata, August 4

THE WEST Bengal Transport
Corporation (WBTC) has ex-
tended the operating hours of
several key bus routes in Kol-
kata, changing theirlast depar-
turetime from 8 pmto10 pmto
help late-night commuters, pa-
tients, and their families.

The new schedule intro-
duced additional late-night ser-
vices between Kolkata’s major
hospital hubs and railway sta-
tions like Howrah and Sealdah,
effective August 1.

Routedetails, schedule

® VS-2 (West Bengal Surface
Transport Corporation): Oper-
ates from Howrah station tothe
Airport, leaving the Howrah
railway station at 10 pm (three
trips). It travels via MG Road,
CR Avenue, Girish Park, Kan-
kurgachi, HIDCO, and VIP
Road, passing important land-
markslike Medical College and
Central Blood Bank.

®E-32 (Calcutta State Transport
Corporation): Runs from the
Howrah station to Barrackpore.
The last departure was at 945
pm, and an additional service
is scheduled at 10 pm (two
trips). The route alignment in-
cludes MG Road, Shyambazar,
and BT Road, covering land-
marks such as Medical College
and RG Kar Hospital.

® S-7(CSTC): Connects the
Howrah station to Garia. The
regular departure is at 8 pm,
with an extra service at 10 pm
(two trips).

® S-5(CSTC): Connectsthe
Howrah station to Garia, leav-
ing at 8.45 pm with an addi-
tional service at 10 pm (two
trips). Its route covers Espla-
nade, Park Street, Exide, Rash-
behari, Bansdroni, and Nak-

tala, reaching landmarks such
as SSKM, Chittaranjan Cancer
Hospital, Keoratala Burning
Ghat, and Bangur Super
Speciality Hospital.

® S-10A (CSTC): Travels from
the Howrah station to Bally-
gunge at10 pminthreetripsvia
Esplanade, Park Street, Exide,
Rashbehari, and Gariahat.

® S-9A (CSTC): Operates from
Dunlop to Ballygunge, depart-
ing at 8 pm with an additional
service scheduled at 10 pm (two
trips). Travelling via BT Road,
Shyambazar, Khanna, Sealdah,
Moulali, Minto Park, and De-
shapriya Park, it serves major
healthcare centres including
RG Kar Medical College, NRS
Hospital, Belle Vue, RKM Seva
Pratishthan.

® T-16 (WBTCL): Operates
from Rajabazar to Andul Road
(Mourigram). The regular
schedule is 7.15 pm, now sup-
plemented by a 10 pm service
(two trips). The bus travels via
Sealdah, Moulali, Esplanade,
Rabindra Sadan, 2nd Hooghly
Bridge, and Andul Road.

® S-30(CSTC): Runsbetween
Ultadanga Gate No. 15 and Eco
Space. With regular timing at
7.30 pm, an additional service
goes out at 10 pm (three trips)
via HIDCO, Apollo, Chingrig-
hata Crossing.

® S-24(CSTC): Operates from
the Howrah station to Kamal-
gazi, departing at 945 pm, with
a new 10 pm service with two
trips. Its path runs via Espla-
nade, Moulali, Park Circus,
Science City, Ruby, and Ajoy
Nagar, providing accessto NRS,
National Medical College, INK,
Fortis, Desun, Peerless, Medica.
® AC-37(CSTC): Serves the
route from Barasat to Garia.
Leavesat4.35 pmwith an addi-
tional 10 pm service with two
trips.

state-run buses, private oper-
ators are experiencing losses,
he said.

“A fare revision is the need
of the hour. The existing fare
structure, unchanged for eight
years, is no longer financially

8in the first stage at present, we
demand Rs 20 to offset the op-
erationallosses,” Banerjee said.

With diesel prices hovering
above Rs 100 per litre and
maintenance costs increasing,
the busowners said they can no
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ARMB : PASCHIM MEDINIPUR
Burdge Town, Medinipur
West Bengal, Pim - 721 101.
Email 1D ; cs8294@pnb.bank.in
Mob. : 84518 B0664

Annexure - B
SALE NOTICE FOR SALE OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES

E-AUCTION

DATED

24.08.2026

E-auction Sale Notice for Sale of Immovable Assets under the Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Azzets and Enforcement of Security Interest

Act, 2002 under the provision of Rule B(&) read with Rule 9(1) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002,

Motice is hereby given 1o the Public in general and In particular to the Borrowens) and Guaranion(s) that the below described immovable property morigaged /
charged ta the Secured Creditor, the conatrective | phyaical [ symibolic possession of which has been fakan by the Authorized Officer of the Bank § Secured creditar,
will ba sold on “As is where is”, "As is What is” and "Whatever there is” on the dale as mentionad in the tabla harein babow, Tor recovery of its dues dus o the
Bank' Secured Creditor from the respective Borrower(s) and Guarantors(s). The reserva price and the eamest monay deposit will be as mentioned in the tabile

balow against the respeclive proparties.
SCHEDULE OF THE SECURED ASSETS

viable. We cannot survive on
the 2018 fares in 2026. From Rs

!_ NTPC J
CIN: L40101DL1975GOI007966
Regd. Office: NTPC Bhawan, SCOPE Complex, 7 Institutional
Area, Lodi Road, New Delhi- 110003

Tel. no.: 011-24360959/24387333
Emall: isd@ntpe.co.in; Website: www.ntpc.co.in

NOTICE TO THE SHAREHOLDERS OF NTPC LIMITED IN RESPECT

longer sustain operations
under the current fare regime.

NTPC Limited

't

(A Gowvt. of Indis Enterprize)

OF THE 50" ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

1. Molice & hereby given thal 50" Annual General Meeting (AGM) of the
Shareholders of the Company will be held on Thursday, 27" August 2026
at 10.30 A.M. (I5T) through Video Conferencing (VC) ! Other Audio Visual
Means (OAVM), 1o transact the business ag statad in the notice. dated
03" August 2026,

2. In lina with the applicable circulars issued by the Ministry of Corporate
Affairs and Securities and Exchange Board of India, the Integrated Annual
Report including Netice of 507 AGM (AGM Notice), Standalone and
Consalidated Financial Statements, Auditors® Report and Direclors’
Report for the financial year ended 31" March, 2026 has been sent to the
sharehalders of the Company through emails at their registered e-mail
addraszes, Nolice of the 50" AGM and Inlegrated Annual Report ana
availatde on the Company's website viz, www.ntpc.co.in and on website
of stock exchangas e, www.bseindia.com and www.nseindia.com
Motice shall also be avallable on the e-voling website of Central Depository
Services (India) Limited (CEEL) i e, www.cdslindia.com

3. Incompliance with Section 108 of the Companies Act, 2013 read with Rule
20 of the Companies (Management and Administration) Rules, 2014, as
amendad from time to time, and Regulation 44 of SEBI {Listing Obligations
& Disclosure Reguirements) Regulations 2015, the Company |5 pleased 1o
provide remote e-voling facility to its Shareholders enabling them fo cast
their vole electronically for lhe esolutions as set in the AGM Notice
through the e-voling services provided by COSL.

4. The remote e-voting period will commence on Monday, 24" August, 2026
at 9:00 AM and ends on Wednesday, 26" August 2026 at 5:00 PM. The
e=yoting module shall be disabled by CDEL, for voting thereafter, Once the
vote on a resolution s cast by the mamber, tha mamber shall not ba
ablowed to change i subsequenily. The detailed procedurefinstruction for
jeining. the mesting, remote e-voling and e-voling during the AGM are
confained in the Matica af AGM,

& person whose name is recorded in the Register of Members or in the

Register of Beneficial Owners maintained by the Depasitories as on the

cut-off date i.e. Friday, 21" August 2026 only shall be entitled 1o avall the

facility of remote e-voting / e-woling at the AGM, The voting righis of the
shareholders shall be in proporion o the eguity sharaes held by them in the
paild-up equily share capital of the Company. Shareholders participating
through the VC facility shall be reckoned for the purpose of quorum under

Sachon 103 af the Companies Act, 2013

6. Any person helding shares in physical mode or a persen, who acquires
shares of the Company and becomes a Shareholder of the Company after
dispatch of Motice of the AGM is sant and holds shares as on the cul-off
date, may oblain the'login ID and password by sending & reguest at
helpdesk.evotingi@cdslindia.com, However, if helshe 15 already
registerad with COSL for ramote e-voling, then he/she can use hisfher
axisting User 1D and passward for casting the voie

7. A member may participate at the AGM through VC/OAVM even after
exercizing hisher right to vole through remole e-voting but shall not be
enfitled to cast their vote again. Shareholders may note that the facility of
a-yoling shall ba made available at e AGR.

&. Record date for payment of Dividend - The record date for ihe purpose
aof detarmining entitlement of shareholders for the final dividend
is Wednesday, 027 September 2026, The final dividend, once approved
by the shareholders at the 50" AGM, will be paid on or after
237 Baptember 2026,

8. Sharehclders are requested to read the instructions peraining to remote
a-voling as printed in the AGM Maolice carefully. If vou have any quenas or
issues regarding attending AGM & e-Voling from the CDSL e-Noling
System, you can write an email to helpdesk.evoting@cdslindia.com or
contact at Wil rea no., 1800027 08911,

::_h

For and on behalf of NTPC Limited
Sd/-

{Ritu Arora)

Company Secretary

Place: Maw Dealni
Date: 04 08 2026

Leading the Power Sector
epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

al. Hame of the Branch Description of ihe Immovable Properties A) O. of Demand Motice W/s. A} Reserve Price Date / Tima
Mo, Morigaged / Owner's Name 13(2) of SARFAES! Act, 2002 (RS. In Lakhs) ol
Wame of Ihe Account f e P T
- = s [Mortgagers of Property{ies)] B) Dutstanding Amount B) EMD E-auction
ame eSS 0 &
Borrawer / Guarantors Account C) Possassion Date Ufs, 13(4) (Re. In Lakks) E "a“‘; s
of Sarfesi A¢t 2002 C) Bid Increase I:r:uml'l ::ﬁ
0} Nature of Possession Amount g:l:ured ¢
Symbalic | Physical / (Rs. in Lakhs) creditors
Constructive
1. | ARMB : Paschim Medinipur Equitatde Mortgage of Land & Bullding stoated | A) 26.04.2024 A) Rs, 60,20,000.00 | 24.08.2026
(Sol 1D ; B29400) thereupon af Mouza - Chandrakona, J.L. Mo From
- - | 103, Modified L.R. Khatian Mo, 5244, R.5, Piot | B) Rs. 39,09,054.00 B) Rs. &,02,000.00 | 11.00 AM,.
M/s. Avijit Enterprise Mo 19182 & 1922, L R. Plot No. 2337 & 2344, | (Rupeses Thirty Nina Lakhs - to
Proprieter : 5h. Avijit Ghash Ward Mo, 1. Holding Mo, 462/46 wndar | Nine Thousand Fifty Four C) Rs. 10,000.00 400 P.M.
Chandrakona Mumicipality, Area = 740 Dacimal | only) plus Interest & Penal _
Sh. Avljit Ghosh + §.60 Decimal, Total Area - 16 Decimal, vide | charges Mot Known
(Mortgagor cum Borrower), Gift Deed Mo, -5416 of 2017 & 5417 of 2017 | Less recovery i any, to Bank
Sfo. Pradip Kumar Ghosh al A DS R. - Chandrakona, Paschim Midnapore,
Shyamsundarpur. P.O. - Chandrakona | owned by Sh. Awijit Ghosh, S/o. Pradip Kumar | C) 27.06.2024
Paschim Medinipur, Pin - 721 201. Ghash, Rfa. at Shyamsundarpur, P.O.. -
Chandrakona, Paschim Medingpur, Pin- 721201, | D) Symbolic Possession
Alc. No., : 0163210032285 Boundary : North - Matripada Das. South -
F.alpana Ghosh, East - Doba, West - Municipalty
Rosd
2. | ARME : Paschim Medinipur (5ol ID : B23400) | Equitable moriagage of Land & | A) 07.04.2016 A) Rs, 6, 75,000.00 | 24.08.2028
Building situated at Disl - Paschim . From
Borrower ; Mr. Dhitosh Maity, Medinipur, P.S. - Midnapore, Mouza- | B) Rs. 56,63,577.66 B) Rs. 67,500.00 11.00 A.M.
=i, Santosh Kumar Maity Mayagram, JL. No, 125, Khatian No. | (Rupees Fifly Six Lakhs Sixly ———— to
3%, RS Plot Mo, 496, LR Khatian Mo | Three Thousand Free G} Rs. 10,000.00 4.00 P.M,
Mr. Dhitosh Maity, 5/0. Santosh Kumar Maity G627, LR Plot No. 535, Area 37 | Hundred Seventy Seven and =
Vill - Nayagram, P.O. - Mayagram Benasuli, Decimal hald vids Dead Mo 6364 of | Paisa Sody Six anly) plus Mot known
Dt - Paschim Medinipur 1976, in the name of Santosh | Interest & Penal charges to Bank
Cuarantors - gumnr Maléj.r. (Ejngnd::ﬁryli‘hmr:h r Less racovery if any,
i i i anchayal Road, south - Housse o
E:III:: ::Ltggr?ri‘?.gg‘?ﬁah::gram. Benasull, Rahindra Nath Chanda, East - Vacant | €) 12.07.2018
Dist - Paschim Medinipur, W.B., Pin - 721 102, | land of Sri Damodar Maity, West - - =
Vivekananda Adhikary, Sio, Satyeshwar Adhikary Houes of Sr Rabindra Math De. D) Symbolic Possassion
Will - Panidhi, PO, - Manidaha, Dist - Paschim
Medinipur, W.B., Pin- T21 102.
Bimal Kumar Dolai, S/a. Nanda Dulal Diodai
Will - Enaitpur, PO - Manindra, Disl - Paschim
Madingpur, W.B., Pln-T21 102
Mr. Santosh Kumar Maity,
S/o. Rajendra Math Maity
Will - Nawagram, PO - Nayagram, Benasaili,
Dist - Faschim Medinipur, W.B., Fin - 721 102
Alc, Nos, : 0180250163064, 0180300108581 &
0180300109475
3. | ARME : Paschim Medinipur Property | : Planl & Machinery purchased from | A) 07.03.2024 A} Rs. 1.34,00,000.00 | 24.08.2028
(Sol 1Dy : B29400) Bank Financa o TR T From
: : e B) Rs. 1,27,10.678.73 B) Rs. 13,40,000.00 | 11.00 A.M,
M/s, Digital Girl Industries Pvt. Lid. gﬁﬁtﬁfuﬂd}ﬂlﬂ,ﬁﬂﬂ ;?HL%EE_ ﬂaf,ffégif (Rupees One Crore Twenty - to
T _ P.S.- Onda, J.L. No. 265, Plot No. 871 & 872 (. Seven Lekh Ten Thousand | C] Rs. 20,000.00 | 4.00 PM.
5_r| Bittu Glrl._ﬁln. Gopinath Gl_rl modified LR Khatian No. 852, measuring 33 Six Hur_n:lred Seventy Eight _=—x
Vill - Kantabari, P.O. - Kantabari, P.5. - | pecimal, in the name of Digital Giri Industries | 8nd Paise Sevanly Thrae SAJAIZ023
Onda, Disl - Paschim Medinipur, Wast | puwt Lid. vide Deed Ma. [-010801942/19. Butted | 00y} plus further Interest & is panding
Bengal, Pin - T22 122, & Bounded by : MNorth ; Piat 871, Sauth - PWD other charges before at
: Road, East : Plol 871 & 872, West : Vacani Piot | Less recovery if any. ORT - II
Sri Gopinath Giri, A74, R Kolkata
e bar, 5. Property - Elabe Mortgage of Vacan | ©) 10052024
Onda, sl - Paschim Medinipur, Wast Land ﬂ: Mouza - Kantabari, P.5. - Onda, J.L D} Symbolic Possession
Bengal, Pin - 722 122, Mo, 265, Plot No, 871, modified LR Khatian No.
B2, measuring 82 Decimal, in the name of
2 Mr. Bittu Giri vida Dead Ma. [-018025 10019,
bt e Butted & Bounded by : North - Piol B49, South
029720EGO0000015 This Property Co-adjoin to the Digital Giri
Indusiries Pvi. Ltd, properties that means
comnecied Piat 872 East: Plot 871, West : Plat
8370 & 874,
4, | ARMB : Paschim Medinipur {Sol ID : 823400} | Eguitable Mortgage of Commercial | A) 16.06.2021 A} Rs. 3,34,00,000.00 | 24.08.2028
fowr storied bulldang of Mame “Fashion From
M/s. Egra Bazar LLP Park” at Dist - Purba Medinipur, | B) Rs. 5.97,65,075.77 B) Rs. 33,40,000.00 | 11.00 &AM,
Maouza - Purushattampur, RS, - Egra, | (Rupees Five Crores Ninety ——t— to
M/s. Egra Bazar LLP Khatian Mo, LR, 21592, Hal Khatian | Seven Lakhs Sty Frve C) Rs. 50,000.00 404 P,
Partmers : Mo. 2193, 1240, 300/, 3566/2, Plot | Thousand Sevanty Five and _
1. Mr. Matiul Khan, /o, Mr. Hanlp Khan Mo. B17, J.L. Mo, 24, Ward Mo, B of | Paise Saventy Saven anly) + Mot Known
2. Mrs. Sakerunnesa Bibi, Wio Mr. Matiul Khan | Area 11884 Decimal vide deed No. | further interest and other to Bank
Alc, Mos. : 0350008700004429, 350001300000107 | 6289 of 2010, 2711 of 2012 & 1121 | charges we.l 01.05.2021
& 035000IL0000008T of 20713, under Egra Mumicipality, built- | Less recovery If any.
Viard Mo, 8, Punushodtampur, P.O. - Egra, Opposile | up area 17181 .88 Sq.ft. Commercial
ol Egra Canlral Bus Stand, Egra Kalhi Road. Dést- | Building, in the name of Mr. Matiul | C) 28.09.2021
Purba Medimipur, Pin - 721 423 (W.B.) Khan 5/o Mr, Hanip Khan [Partner
Mr. Matiul Khan (Borrower), Sio. Mr. Hanip Khan of Borrower Alc.). Butted & | D) Symbolic Possession
Sl Chandangur, PO, - Jenkapur, PS. - Mohanpur, | Bounded by : North . PWD Road,
Dist - Paschim Medinipur, Pin - 721435 (W.B.) Eﬂ'”“n' M?“F‘f“ﬂ Hgﬂd iﬂﬁl :
. roperly of Prafulla Das, West :
Alc. Nos. : 0350009300023748 & VBoart Land oWaed b Bis
035000MNG00333541 Association.
Property ID : PUNBMIDEGRA
5. | ARME : Paschim Medinipur (Sol |D : 829400} | Equitable Martgage of Land & | A) 04.05.2024 A) Rs. 329300000 | 24.08.2026
Building silualed at [Hstricl - e e sk From
Mr. Palash Dey. S/o. Sr Subodh Dey Jhargram, P.5. - Binpur, Mouza - | B) Rs. 20,46,253.91 By Rs. 3,30,000.00 11.00 AM.
Purba Harda, J.L. Mo, 345, Hal Eh, | (Rupees Twenty Lakh Forty e e to
Mr. Palash Dey, Sfo. Sr Subodh Dey Mo, 423, 81 (LR Kh: Mo, 715, 716) | Six Thousand Two Hundred C) Rs, 20,000.00 4.00 P.M.
Will - Dainman, PO - Andharia, P.S. - Bingur - | Plot Mo, 359, Area 17 Decimal as per | Fifty Thres and Paise Ninety ==
Chist - Jhargram, Pin- 751 504, WE. Conversion Cartificata vide Gift Deed | One only) plus Interast & Mot known
Mrs. Tanushree Dey, Wio. St Palash Dey MNo. 1100012, did, 17/03/2013, in the | Panal charges to Bank
Wil + P.O. - Andharia, P.5. - Binpur - |, District - name of Palash Dey & Pijush Day. | Less recovery if any.
Jhargram, Pin - 721 504, W.B. Boundaries of the Property : North
! & Plot No, 360, South - Foad. East - | C) 10.07.2024
Guarantor : Mr, FI]!JE"I Dey, Sio. 5 Eutu:dr_l Dey | acwini Pratihar Wast - Nanda
:;I'!L:gfﬁ?ﬂ. .PTr:.“fr?hg‘rfé.[Tfﬁ_glnpur - |, District - Ehattacharya, D) Symbolic Possession
Alc, Mos, : 2074250000426, 2074300002424,
Z0TAZ0EGOO00011T & 20V420NC00000145
6. | ARME : Paschim Medinipur (Sol ID : 829400} | Equitable maortgage of Land & | A) 16.06.2021 AYRs, 191500000 | 24.08.2026
Building situated at HAL & RS Plot —_—— From
Mrs. Shyamali Bera & Mrs. Madhuri Singh Mo. 23001386, JL. Mo, 450, RS Kh. | B) Rs. 35,16,008.50 B) Rs. 1,92,000.00 11.00 AM.
: Mo, 42, Area 35 Decimal, Mouza - | (Rupees Thirty Five Lakhs R to
Mrs. Shyamall Bera (Bormower), Panchageria, PO, - Tiabonl, P35, - [ Sixteen Thousand Eight and C) Rz, 10,000.00 4.00 P.M,
Wi, Mr. Arun Kumar Singh Binpore, Dist - Jhargram, Vide Gift | Paise Fifty only) plus Interest _
Vill - Panchageria, P.O. - Tilaboni, P.3., - Binpur Dead Mo, 1002003272017, in the | upic 01.05.2021 & Panal Mot known
Dist - Jhargram, Wesi Bangal, Pin - 721 507, name of Mrs. Madhuri Singh, Wa. | charges to Bank
Mrs. Madhuri Singh, Wio. Gokul Singh Mr. Gokul Singh, within registration | Less recovery if any.
Vill - Panchageria, P.O. - Tilabani, P.5. - Binpur, E&;ﬁ;rl- Eaﬁaﬁ:;n;dh;;dﬂpuh IE[I;:':. - G120
- R | | ; 2 : rgrar : - A,
Chst - Jhargram, Wast Bangal, Pin - 721 507 Rakha Harl Singh, South - 10 Ft
Ale. No. : 0183210032054 Eorum Road, East - Ram Soren, | D) Symbolic Possession
West - Marmrow Lane,

The sale shall be subject to the Terms & Conditions prescribed in the Securily Intarast [Enforcement) Rules 2002 and to the following further conditions

1.

2.

10.

1

1.
13.

14,
18,

16. The sale cerificate shall be issped in the favour of successful bidder on deposit of full kid amount as pear the provisions of the act,
17-
18.

18,
20.
21.
22,

23,
24,

. Platiorm (https://baanknet.com) for e-Auction will be provided by e Auction serviceprovider Mis. P3B Alllance Pvt. Ltd. having its Registered office at Uinit

, Bfter finalization of e-Auction by the Authorzed Officer, only successful bidder willbe informed by above refered sarvice provider throwugh SMS F email, (On

- TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF E-AUCTION SALE :-

Tha sala shall be subject to the Terms & Canditions prascribed in the Securityinterast (Enforcement) Rules 2002 and to the following further conditions. The
auction sala will ke “anline through e-auction” portal httpsifbaanknet.com

The intending Bidders / Purchasers are reguested to register on porial {https:/ibaanknet.com} using their email-id and mobile number. The procass of eKYC
i% 1o be done through Digilocker. Once the e<KYC is done, tha inlending Bidders | Purchasers may ransfer the EMD amount o thair e-Wallel using onling
paymen Lor challan mode. The EMD amount has o be linked with properly Defore the EMDEnd Date and time in the portal. The regisiration, verification of siYC,
transfer of EMD inwallet and linking of wallet amount to Proparty must be completed well inadvance, before EMD End date time § auction

Earnest Money Deposit (EMD) amount as mentioned above deposited in e-Wallet, shall be linked with property. Bidders, ndl linking the required EMD online
before EMD end date time, will not be allowed o paricipate in the e-auction. The Eamest Money Deposited shall not bear any interesi

1, 3rd Floor, VIOS Commercial Tower, Mear Wadala Truck Terminal, Wadala East, Mumbai - 400 037 {Helpdesk Number +91 82812 20220, Email Id ;
support. BAANKNET @psballiance.com|. The intending Bidders / Purchasers arerequired to participate in the e-Auction process at e-Auction Service
Provider swebsile hitps:ibaanknet.com This Semvice Provides will also provide online damonstratian f ir@ainng on e-Auction on tha porial.

Tha Sale Motice containing tha Ganaral Terms and Condiions of 5ale is avaidabled published in the fallowirsg weabsites! web pagea poral. (1) https:ibaanknet.com
2] www. pnbindia.in

The intending paricipants of e-auction may download free of cosl, copies of Lhe Sale Molice, Terms & Conditions of e-auction, Halp Manual on operational parl
of e-Auction related Lo this e-Auction from e-auction porial (hitps/Mbaanknel.com)

Bidder's a-Wallet should have sufficient balance (>=EMD amount) al the tme ofbidding

During the e-avcton, bidders will be allowed o offer higher bid in inter-za bidding over and above (he kst bid gquoted and he increase in the Bid amount must
b of increment amount mentioned. Two minutes tme will be allowed to bidders to quate successive higher bid and if no higher bid s offered by any bidder
after the expiry of five minutes to the last highest bid, the e-auction shall be closed,

It is the responsibility of intending Bidderis) to properly read the Sake Rotice, Terms & conditions of e-auction, Help Manual on operational part of e-Auction
and followthen sircthy

In case of any difficulty or need of assistance before or during e-Auction process, bidder may contact authonzed representative of our e-Auction Service Provider
Mis, P5B Alliance Pvi. Lid. details of which are availabie on the hitps:fbaanknet.com Portal,

mobile i [ email address given by them! registersd with the sanvice provider).
The securad assst will noi be soid below the rezerve price

The succassful bidder shall have o deposit 25% (twenty five percent) of the bidamount, less EMD amount deposited, an the same day or not later than the
raxt working day and the remaining amount shall be paid within 15 days from the dateof auction by way of Transfer | NEFT ! RTGS / in the form of Bankar's
Cheque [ Demand Draft issued by a Scheduled Commercial Bank drawn in favor of “The Authorized OFicer, Punjab Mational Bank, &'c (Mamea of the Afc)
Payable al (Place), In case of fallure to deposit the amount as above within the stipulated tme, the amount deposited by successiul bidder will be Torfeited o
the Bank and Authorized Cfficer shall have the iberty to conduct a fresh auction / sale of theproperty & the defaulting bidder shall not have any claim over the
forfeited amountand the property

Paymeni of sale consideration by the successiul bidder to the bank will be subject tex TDS under Section 194- 1A of Income Tax Act 1961 and TDS is to be
paid by the succassiul biddar only at the time of deposit of remaining 75% of the bidamount ¢ full deposit of BID amount

The Authorised Officer reserves the right to accept any or reject all bids, if notfound acceptable or to posipone ! cancel [ adjowrn [ discontinue or vary the ferms
of tha auction at any time without assigning any reason whatsoever and his decisionin this regard shall ba final,

The properfies are being sold on "AS 1S WHERE IS BASIS™ and “AS IS WHAT ISBASIS" and "WHATEVER THERE 1S BASIS"

The particulars of Secured Assets specified in the Schedule hereinabove havebeen stated to the best of the information of the Authorised Officer, buf the
Authonsed Officer shall not be answerable for any error, misstatement or omissionin this proclamatian,

ft shall be the respansibility of the bidders to inspect and satisfy themsefves about the asset and specification before submitting the bid. The biddar inspects
the proparty in consultation with the dealing official as per the delails provida.

Al statutory dussiattendant charges | othar dues including registration charges, stamip duly, taxes efc. shall hawvea to ba bome by the purchaser.

Thea Authorized Officar or the Bank shall not be responsible for any chargea, fienencumbrances, or any other dees to the Government or anyane else in respecl
of propariias (E-Auctoned) not known 1o the bank. The Intending Bidder |3 advised o maka their own indepandenl inguinas regarding the encumbrances on
the property including stalory kabiliies. arrears of properly tax, slectricity dues elc

The bidder should ensure proper internet connactivity, power back-up el The Bank shall not be lable for.any disruption due bo intemet failure, power failure
of technical reasons of reasons ! contingencies affecting the e-auctions.

It 5 open to the Bank to appeint a representative and make salf bid and participatein the auction,
For detaited term and conditions of the sale, pleass refer https:fbaanknet.com & www. pnbindia.in

Diate : 05.08.2026
Place : Paschim Midnapore

Sd/- Mr. Rajesh Kumar, Authorised Dificer
Punjab National Bank, ARMB - Paschim Medinipur

Kolkata



8 WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 5,2026

THE INDIAN EXPRESS

: A T e R R CIRCLE OFFICE KHARAGPUR SAM DEPT. E-AUCTION
CU3llal -5'1!..,' cicl alb p ] . S : 4th Floor, MS Tower 2, Near HP Petrol Pump , Atwal Real Estate, O.T. Road, Inda, SALE NOTICE
e e ~.1NE Name you can Lan | . . . . .
. HTTH T gl ! : 2 Kharagpur, Paschim Medinapur, Pin-721305, E mail: cokgpsam@pnb.bank.in
E-Auction Sale Notice for Sale of Inmovable Assets under the Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 read with Provision to Rule 8 (6) & 9(1) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002.
Notice Is hereby given to the public in general and in particular to the Borrower (s) and Guarantor (s) that the below described immovable property mortgaged/charged to the Secured Creditor, the Constructive/ Physical / Symbolic Possession of which has been taken by the authorized officer of the bank/secured creditor, will be sold on “As is Where is”,
“AsisWhatis” and ‘Whatever there is” on the date as mentioned in the table herein below, for recovery of its dues due to the bank/ secured creditor from the respective borrower (s) and guarantors (s). The reserve price and the earnest money deposit will be as mentioned in the table below against the respective properties.
ANNEXURE-B
SALE NOTICE FOR SALE OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTY
A) Date of Demand Notice uls ] A) Date of Demand Notice uls _
Sescriotion of the " 13(2) of SARFAESI Act, 2002 AR or thi( T';T)e of 13(2) of SARFAESI Act, 2002 AR or D;“Z T';T)e of
A) Name of Branch escription of the Inmovable B) Outstanding Amount eserve Price -Auction A) Name of Branch - B) Outstanding Amount eserve Price -Auction
Sl. B) Name of the Account Properties Mortgaged/ Owner’s C) Date of Possession uls B) EMD Details of the Sl. B) N)ame of the Account Pr De:_crlplsllo:t of thgll(n; m: vr?blr? me | C) Date of Possession us B) EMD Details of the
No. | C) Name & Address of the Borrower/ name [Mortgagors of 13(4) of SARFAESI Act, 2002 |  C) Bid Increase encumbrances No. | C) Name & Address of the Borrower! | vorteagors of Property(ios)] | 134) Of SARFAESI Act, 2002 | C) Bid Increase encumbrances
Guarantors Account Property(ies)] D) Nature of Possession Amount known to the Guarantors Account gag perty D) Nature of Possession Amount known to the
(Symbolic/ Physicall secured creditors (Symbolic/ Physicall secured creditors
Constructive) Constructive)

1. | A)KhajuriDasagram (097820) Equitable mortgage of land & building | A) 11.09.2025 A) Rs.21,20,000.00 24.08.2026 8. |A)Dantan (018920) Equitable Mortgage of Land and Building | A) 04.01.2024 A) Rs. 35,10,000.00 24.08.2026
B) Aswini Kar located at Mouza- Pratappur, under P.S. | B) Rs. 30,96,455.80 (Rupees | B) Rs.2,12,000.00 11.30 AM o B) M/s New Maa Tarani Concrete Firm | situated at Mouza- Jamuapati, | B)Rs. 31,66,701.32 (Rupees | B) Rs.3,51,000.00 11.30 AM to
Account No. 097820NC00000102 Narayangarh, Dist. Paschim Midnapur, | Thirty Lakh Ninety Six C) Rs.25,000.00 03.30 PM Prop. Siddheswar Jana A.D.S.R.0. Dantan, P.S. Dantan, Dist. | Thirty One Lakh Sixty Six C) Rs. 25,000.00 03.30 PM
C) Borrower: Mr. Aswini Kar, S/o Gora | J.L. No. 589, L.R. Kh. No. 265, L.R. Plot | Thousand Four Hundred Fifty Account Nos. 018920EG00000136, | Paschim Medinipur vide deed no. 1408 | Thousand Seven Hundred One
Chand Kar, Vill. Pratappur, P.O. Khurshi, | No. 247, Area 5.00 dec. Bastu in Nature | Five and Paise Eighty only) + Not Known to Bank 0189250812184, 0189307228632 dt. 21.06.2020, JL No. 109, Khatian No. | and Paise Thirty Two only) + Not Known to Bank
P.S. Narayangarh, Dist. Paschim | Vide Deed no.21970f 2018 in the name | further interest and costs C) Borrower: 128 & 129 modified LR Khatian No. 127 | further interest and costs
Midnapur, Pin-721437 of Aswini Kar. C) 28.11.2025 M/s New Maa Tarini Concrete Firm, | RS Plot No. 204, LR Plot No. 217 | C) 31.05.2024
Co-Borrower: Mr. Pintu Kumar Kar, S/o | Butted & Bounded By: D) Symbolic Possession Prop. Siddheswar Jana, P.0. Jamuapati, | comprising of 05 Dec. executed in the | D) Symbolic Possession
Aswini Kar, Vill. Pratappur, P.O. Khurshi, | North: Property of Sudhir Ch. Sahoo, Dantan, Paschim Medinipur’ West | name of Mr. Siddheswar Jana.

P.S. Narayangarh, Dist. Paschim | South: 5ft. Wide PCC Road, East: Bengal- 721426 Boundary: -
Midnapur, Pin-721437 Property of Gopal Jana, West: Braja Proprietor & Mortgagor: North- Pond of Owner, South- 7 ft. wide
Gopal Das & Nani Gopal Das Mr. Siddheswar Jana, S/o Shatrughna | Concrete Road, East- House of Kishori

2. | A)Narayangarh (069520) Equitable mortgage of land & building | A) 12.02.2021 A) Rs. 7,40,000.00 24.08.2026 ﬂ)aa”niaa ﬁ;ﬁg@f‘“afﬁgﬁzg Medinipur, | Jana, West-House of Bakul Dey
B) Mr.Bharat Bera located at Mouza- Bisarpur, under P.S. | B) Rs. 4,35,622.33 (Rupees B) Rs.74,000.00 11.30 AM to Co- Bo’rrower' Pagrtha Sarathi Jana. S/o
AccountNo. 0695306812568 Belda, ADSR- Narayangarh having J.L. | Four Lakh Thirty Five C) Rs.10,000.00 03.30 PM Siddheswar Jéna Jamuapati Paséhim
C) Borrower & Mortgagor: No. 453, L.R. Kh. No. 517, L.R. Plot No. | Thousand Six Hundred Twenty = Mediniour Dantan’ WestBen él-721426
Mr. Bharat Bera, S/o Manmatha Bera, | 683, 684, 685, area 1.50 Dec. Bastu out | Two and Paise Thirty Three Not Known to Bank Co- Bpor;ower' ’Chinmo g Jana. Slo
Vill. Handala Ghat, Post- Kanthalia- | of 3.00 Dec. (southern side) in nature, | only) + further interest and Siddheswar Jar.1a Jamuagati Pa:s,chim
Narayangarh, Dist. Paschim Midnapur, | vide deed no. 5492/2011 dated | costs Medinipur Dantan’WestBenge;I-721426
Pin-721437 14.10.2011 in the name of Mr. Bharat | C) 18.09.2021 ’ :

Bera, S/o Manmatha Bera D) Symbolic Possession 9. |A)Madpur(320900) Equitable mortgage of land & building | A) 25.08.2021 A) Rs.17,20,000.00 24.08.2026

Butted & Bounded By: B) Mr. Pintu Samanta located at Mouza- Rampurchak under | B) Rs. 15,34,699.72 (Rupees [ B) Rs.1,72,000.00 11.30 AM to

North: Property of Ratan Singh, South: Account Nos. 320900NC00082720 & | P.S. Debra, J.L. No. 371, Kh. no. 152, | Fifteen Lakh Thirty Four C) Rs.10,000.00 03.30 PM

Plot of Gangadhar, East: Property of 3209009900000080 (HALNo. 87/3) L.R.Kh. No. 188, Plot No. | Thousand Six Hundred Ninety

Kalipada, West: Wide Road & Pond C) Borrower& Mortgagor: 19, Area 4.00 dec. Bastu in nature, vide | Nine and Paise Seventy Two Not Known to Bank
. — Mr. Pintu Samanta, S/o Sambhu Nath | gift deed no. 528/2011 dt. 04.02.2011 in | only) + further interest and

3. | A)Keshiary Road (320700) Equitable mortgage of land & Building | A) 01.11.2019 A) Rs.13,42,000.00 24.08.2026 Samanta, Vill. Rampurchak, P.O.| the name of PintuSamanta. costs
B) Mr. Bulu Charan Nath located at Mouza- Koushalya, P.S. | B)Rs. 9,45,414.00 (Rupees B) Rs.1,34,200.00 11.30 AM to Shyamchak, P.S. Debra, Dist. Paschim | Butted & Bounded By: C) 17.09.2021
AccountNo. 320700NC20047329 Kharagpur, District- Paschim Medinipur, | Nine Lakh Forty Five Thousand | C) Rs. 10,000.00 03.30 PM Midnapur, Pin- 721124 North: Property of Jahar Maity, South: | D) Symbolic Possession
C)Borrower & Mortgagor: J.L. No. 311, Khatian No. 117, Hal | Four Hundred Fourteen only) + Guarantor: Mrs. Srimati Samanta, Vill. | Common Road then Srimati Samanta,

Shri Bulu Chandra Nath, S/o Sarat | Khatian No. 2191, Plot No. (R.S.) 266, | further interest and costs Not Known to Bank Rampurchak, P.O. Shyamchak, P.S.| East: House of Shrimati Samanta than

Chandra Nath, D.H.M.S. College at | L.R. 1707, Area- 04 decimal vide Deed | C) 21.03.2020 Debra, PS. ’ Paschim Midnapur, Pin- | PMGSY Road, West: Land of Shrimati

Koushalya, P.O. Kharagpur, District- | No. -3923/2012 in the name of Shri | D) Symbolic Possession 721124 Samanta

Paschim Medinipur, Pin-721301 Bulu ChandraNath - —
Butted & Bounded By: 10. |A)Jamna(199600) Equitable mortgage of land &.bundlng A) 12.07.2018 A) Rs. 8,11,000.00 24.08.2026
North: Property of Aswani Dolai & Drain, B) Sanatan Banua located at Mouza- Amrageria, P.S.|B)Rs. 11,80,809.00 (Rupees |B) Rs.81,100.00 11.30 AM to
South: Property of Rabin Khilari & 05 ft. Account Nos. 199600NC00001227, | Debra, Dist. Paschim Midnapur, Pin-| Eleven Lakh Eighty Thousand | C) Rs.10,000.00 03.30 PM
wide Kacha Road, East: Property of 1506008800002428, 0187250032285 721124, vide deed no. 6267/2000 J.L. | Eight Hundred Nine only) +

! . ' ' i Not Known to Bank
Mohan Dolai, West: Property of C) Borrower: Mr. San.atan Banuq, SloLt. | No. 409, HAL Khatian no.3§, LR Khatian | further interest and costs
Ramkrishna Guchhait & Drain Jagannath Banua, Vill. Amrageria, P.O. | no. 112/1, Plot no. 88, bearing 5.62 dec. | C) 24.09.2018
Jhanjia, P.S. Debra, Dist. Paschim | Bastu in nature in the name of Mr. | D) Symbolic Possession
4. |A)Pingla(069620) Equitable mortgage of land & building | A) 18.12.2021 A) Rs.23,00,000.00 24.08.2026 Midnapur, Pin-721124 Sanatan Banua, S/o Lt Jagannath
B) Dinabandhu Das located at Mouza- Belun, under P.S. | B) Rs. 7,84,707.00 (Rupees B) Rs.2,30,000.00 11.30 AM to Guarantor: Mr. Subhash Banua, S/o | Banua.
AccountNo. 0696210031426 Pingla, Dist. Paschim Midnapur, ADSR- | Seven Lakh Eighty Four C) Rs.25,000.00 03.30 PM Sanatan Banua, Vill. Amrageria, P.O. | Butted & Bounded By:
C) Borrower & Mortgagor: Pingla, J.L. No. 47, L.R. Kh. No. 157/2, | Thousand Seven Hundred Jhanjia, P.S. Debra, Dist. Paschim | North: Kalipada Banua, South: Tapan
Mr. Dinabandhu Das, S/o Satish Das, | L.R.PlotNo.391,Area5.00 dec. Bastuin | Seven only) + further interest Not Known to Bank Midnapur, Pin- 721124 Jana, East: Panchayat Road, West:
Vill. Belun, P.O. & P.S. Pingla, Dist. | Nature Vide Deed no.1660/2012 in the | and costs Land of Rupchand Banua
Paschim Midnapur, Pin- 721140 name of Dinabandhu Das, S/o Satish | C) 18.04.2022 _ 11. | A)Keshiary (232200) Equitable Mortgage of land & building | A) 20.11.2025 A) Rs.15,45,000.00 24.08.2026
Guarantor: Das. D) Symbolic Possession B) Soumya Pattanayak located at Mouza- Binodpur, JL No. 328, | B) Rs. 10,27,366.62 (Rupees | B) Rs. 1,54,500.00 11.30 AM to
Mr. Ramnarayan Chakraborty, S/o| Butted & Bounded By: AccountNo. 232200NC00002329 LR Khatian No. 347, Area- 06 Dec, P.0. | Ten Lakh Twenty Seven C) Rs.10,000.00 03.30 PM
Kamal Kanta Chakraborty. Vill. Dangra, | North: Satish Chandra Das, South: C)Borrower & Mortgagor: Belda, under Belda BO. 1 Gram | Thousand Three Hundred Sixty
P.O. & PS. Pingla, Dist. Paschim | Road, East: Satish Chandra Das, West: Mr. Soumya Pattanayak, S/o Prabir Kr. | Panchayat, under P.S. Belda, Paschim | Six and Paise Sixty Two only) + Not Known to Bank
Midnapur, Pin-721140 Ganesh Ojha. Pattanayak, Vill. Khandrui, P.O.| Medinipur, West Bengal-721424 in the | further interest and costs
. . Turkagarh, P.S. Dantan, Paschim|name of Soumya Pattanayak|C)24.03.2026
5. |A)Jamna(199600) 1. Property situated at Vill. & Mouza- | A) 03.01.2019 A) Rs. 3,76,00,000.00 24.08.2026 " . .
B) MNM College of Education Trust | Dhaneshwarpur Paikan Dakshin Barh, | B) Rs. 4,17,98,755.92 (Rupees | B) Rs. 37,60,000.00 11.30 AM to Medinipur, West Bengal- 721445 (2'?"0’7"’2‘3"2*? Deed No. 7216 dated | D) Symbolic Possession
Account Nos. 1996001B00014669 & | J.L No. 104, R.S. Khatian No. 15, L.R. | Four Crore Seventeen Lakh C) Rs.1,00,000.00 03.30 PM B 'tt .d&B. ded Bv:
1996001B00014678 & Khatian No. 208, HAL- 112, 113, HAL | Ninety Eight Thousand Seven utied & Boundedy: ,
MNM Teachers Training College 1411 DagNos. 147, 154, 155, 158, 160, | Hundred Fifty Five and Paise Not Known to Bank North: 10t Wide Moorum Road, South:
Account Nos. 1996001B00014632, | 161, 162, PO. Dhaneshwarpur, PS. | Ninety Two only) + further Drain, East: 10 ft. Wide Moorum Road,
1996001B00014641,1996001B00014650 | Pingla within Dhaneshwarpur 3 No. | interest and costs West: Canal
C) Borrower & Mortgagor: Gram Panchayet, Dist. Paschim | C)13.09.2019 12. | A)Dantan (018920) Equitable mortgage of land & building | A) 01.03.2023 A) Rs.17,50,000.00 24.08.2026
MNM College of Education Trust, at | Medinipur, Pin-721166 executed vide | D) Symbolic Possession B) Sujit Mahapatra & Mamoni | located at Mouza- Khanipur, P.S.|B)Rs. 13,42,081.21 (Rupees |B) Rs.1,75,000.00 11.30 AM to
Dhaneswarpur Paikan, Dakshin Barh, | Deed No. |-4367/2012 & 5681/2015 in Mahapatra Dantan, ADSR- Dantan J.L. no. 52, L.R. | Thirteen Lakh Forty Two C) Rs.10,000.00 03.30 PM
P.O. Dhaneswarpur, P.S. Pingla, Dist. | the name of M.N.M. Teachers Training Account Nos. 018920EG00000017, | Kh. no. 241, L.R. plot no. 399, area 3.00 | Thousand Eighty One and
Paschim Medinipur (WB) College Represented by Secretary 0189250814799, 0189307226829 & | dec.Bastuinnature outof1.25acre & LR | Paise Twenty One only) + Not Known to Bank
Shyamapada Manna, at Lutunia, P.O. | Salma Bibi.Area=99.18 Dec. 0189307229394 Plot No. 402, area 1.00 dec. Bastu in | further interest and costs
Lutunia, Dist. West Midnapore, Pin- | Description of Adjoining Properties: C) Borrower & Mortgagor: nature out of 2.00 Dec., Total 4.00 dec. | C) 03.06.2023
721166, West Bengal North: Vacant Land of Other's, South: Mr. Sujit Mahapatra, S/o Subha Pada | Bastuin nature vide Gift deed no. 3972 of | D) Symbolic Possession
Mortgagor: Mirza Samsul Hossain, | 10 ft. Wide Morum Road, East: MNM Mahapatra, Sitala Temple, Vill. Kanipur, | 2018 dt. 26.12.2018 in the name of Sujit
General Secretary, at Ruinan, P.O. | College of Education, West: MNM P.O. + P.S. Dantan, Dist. Paschim | Mahapatra, S/o Subha Pada Mahapatra
Ruinan, P.S. Sabang, Dist. West | teacher Training College Midnapur, Pin-721426 Butted & Bounded By:
Medinipore, Pin-721144, West Bengal 2. Property situated at Vill. & Mouza- A) Rs.2,89,00,000.00 Co-Borrower: Mrs. Mamoni Mahapatra, [ North: Property of Subha Pada
Mortgagor: Salma Bibi, Treasurer, at | Dhaneshwarpur Paikan Dakshin Barh, B) Rs. 28,90,000.00 W/o Sujit Mahapatra, Sitala Temple, Vill. | Mahapatra (Plot No. 399), South:
Ruinan, P.O. Ruinan, P.S. Sabang, Dist. | J.L. No. 104, R.S. Khatian No. 91, 94, 95 C) Rs.1,00,000.00 Kanipur, P.O. + P.S. Dantan, Dist. | Property of Subha Pada Mahapatra (Plot
West Medinipore, Pin-721144, West | L.R. Khatian Nos. 112, 129, 133, New Paschim Midnapur, Pin-721426 No. 402), East: Property of Deepak
Bengal L.R. 207, R.S Dag Nos. 147, 154, 158, Mahapatra, West: Property of Subha
Monalisa Pal, at D-6, Arabinda Nagar, | L.R. Dag Nos. 147/255, 147/257, P.O. Pada Mahapatra (Plot No. 399)
‘E’;Ve':'gl Midnapore, Pin-721101, West Bﬂzgzgﬁx::pﬁrﬂs E;)S.G;Irrr]]glLae;nc\ﬁghg; 13. | A)Keshiary (232200) 1. Equitable Mortgage of Land located at | A) 30.06.2025 A) Rs.1,60,00,000.00 24.08.2026
Trugtee' Mirza Saimul Haque. at | Dist PaschiFr)n Me diﬁi ur. Pin-721 1)236 B) M/s Tara Enterprise, Prop. Dhirendra | Mouza- Keshiary, under P.S. Keshiary | B) Rs. 1,18,99,053.66 (Rupees | B) Rs.16,00,000.00 11.30 AM to
Ruinan i:’O Ruinan. PS Sabaﬂg bist exeéuted vide Deed NcF: |11090/2015 8 Nath Paria having J.L. No. 106, Khatian No. 413/3, | One Crore Eighteen Lakh C) Rs.1,00,000.00 03.30 PM
West i\/lédihipore Pin-721144. West 407012011 in the narﬁe of MN.M Account Nos. 2322008700007616 & | 629/1, 1384/2,602/2 (LR Kh. No.413/3), | Ninety Nine Thousand Fifty
Bongal ’ ' Colleae of Education Reoresented by 232200EG00000111 Plot No. 1115, Area 276.6 sq. Ft. and Plot | Three and Paise Sixty Six only) Not Known to Bank
Sa 2 d Osman Ali. at Bural. PO. Barioau Secregtlar Mr. Mirza Sampsul Hossaiz C) Borrower: M/s Tara Enterprise, Prop. | No. 1114, Area 207.9 sq. ft. vide Deed of | + further interest and costs
PSyS b Di t,W tM’d'. - JPQ | A =993|'3 ' Dhirendra Nath Paria, Village- Elasai, | Partition No. 345 dated 24.01.2005 in | C) 21.01.2026
.- 0abang, ISt Vestiiedinipore, Fin- | Area=Js Uec. . P.O./ P.S. Keshiary, Near Keshiary Bus | the name of Dhirendra Nath Paria. D) Symbolic Possession
721144, West Bengal Description of Adjoining Properties: Stand, Dist. Paschim Medinipur, West | Butted 8bounded by: -
Abdul Kadar Moll, at Dhulagore, Uttar | North: Vacant Land of Other's, South: Bengél-721.133 ’ North: Property ofHa}endra Nath Paria
Mu”'Ck. Pgra, P.O. Dhulagore, P.S. | Road, East: Vacant Iand of Other's, Borrower: Dhirendra Nath Paria, | South: Property of Barendra Nath Paria,
Sankeralil, Dist. Howrah, West Bengal West: MNM teacher Training College Village- Elasai, P.O./ P.S. Keshiary, Near | East: PWD Road, West: Property of
Borrower & Mortgagor: 3. Land & Two Storied residential house A) Rs.51,52,000.00 Keshiary Bus Stand. Dist Paschim Mahépatra Babu '
MNM Teacher Training COIlege, at property at Vill. & Mouza- Ruinan, J.L. B) Rs. 5,15,200.00 Medinipur WestBengaI,-7211é3 2. Equitable Mortgage of Land located at
Dhaneswarpur Paikan, Dakshin Barh, | No. 283, R.S. Khatian No. 1137, LR. C) Rs.50,000.00 Guarantor: Harendra Nath Paria, Mouza- Keshiary, under P.S. Keshiary
E'a%ch?rmeem?prﬁf(r\’/v;s Pingla, Dist. E*;?“%”a N0N0162gé RF-,S(-) Dsgin':‘r’]- 7P°§’ Village- Elasai, P.O./ PS. Keshiary, Near | having J.L No. 106, Khatian No. 413/3,
Saban gwithih Sabana 8 No. Gram Keshiary Bus Stand, Dist. Paschim | 629/1,1384/2, 602/2 (LR Kh. No. 602/2),
Pa hg L Dist P gh. Mgt Medinipur, West Bengal- 721133 Plot No. 1115, Area 210.6 sq. Ft. and Plot
anc a;(/je ’ ” ISD gschm | ggém%” Guarantor: Barendra Nath Paria, | No. 1114, Area 192.5 sq. ft. vide Deed of
gﬁcgtfgg?v' o Doed Mo '5f . L Village- Elasai, P.O./ P.S. Keshiary, Near | Partiion No. 345 dated 24.01.2005 in
T in the n_ame or Wirza Keshiary Bus Stand, Dist. Paschim | the name of Barendra Nath Paria.
Samsyll-llossam,Ar.ee}—ZLSO Dec_ . Medinipur, West Bengal- 721133 Butted &bounded by: -
Descrllptlon °fAdl°'"'T‘9 Properties: ) Guarantor: Mrs. Putul Paria, W/o | North: Property of Dhirendra Nath Paria,
North: House of Rabi Hazra, South: Barendra Nath Paria, Village- Elasai, P.O./ | South: Property of Bhabani Mishra,
Sabang Kanta Khali Road, East: House P.S. Keshiary, Near Keshiary Bus Stand, | East: PWD Road, West: Property of
(l:/]IcoSn?jg]Ilr Hazra, West: House of Sudhir Dist. Paschim Medinipur, West Bengal- | Mahapatra Babu
. , 721133 3. Equitable Mortgage of Land located at
4. Equitable Mortgage of VVacant piece of A) Rs.12,70,000.00 Guarantor: Mrs. Kabita Paria, W/o Mouqza- Keshiar;f,J Snder P.S. Keshiary
land situated at Vill. & Mouza- Ruinan, B) Rs.1,27,000.00 Dhirendra Nath Paria, Village- Elasai, | having J.L No. 106, Khatian No. 629/1,
J.L. No. 283, L.R. Khatian No. 1736, LR, C) Rs.10,000.00 P.O./ PS. Keshiary, Near Keshiary Bus | 1384/2, 413/2602/2 (LR Kh. No. 1384/2),
Plot No. 2484, P.0. Ruinan, P.S. Sabang Stand, Dist. Paschim Medinipur, West | PlotNo. 1115, Area 290.0 sq. Ft. and Plot
within Sabang 8 No. Gram Panchayet, Bengal- 721133 No. 1114, Area 232.1 sq. ft. vide Gift
Dist. Paschim Medinipur, Pin- 721144 Deed No. 5689 dated 10.07.2017 and
executed vide Deed No. |-1265, Dt. Deed of Partition No.. 345 dated
Los2e In the name of Mirza 24.01.2005 in the name of Dhirendra
- A L Nath Paria and Barendra Nath Paria.
Description of Adjoining Properties: Butted 8bounded by: -
North: Vacant Land of Others, South: North: Property of Dhirendra Nath Paria
Road, East: Vacant Land of Others, and Barendra Nath Paria, South:
West: VacantLand of Others Property of Dhirendra Nath Paria and

6. |A)Bishnupur Equitable mortgage of land & building | A) 19.11.2025 A) Rs. 18,06,000.00 24.08.2026 Barendra Nath Paria, East: Property of
B) Mrinal Kanti Midya & Mritunjoy | located at Mouza- Markanda Chak, J.L. | B) Rs. 14,96,073.00 (Rupees | B) Rs. 1,80,600.00 11.30 AM to Dhirendra Nath Paria and Barendra Nath
Midya No. 402, L.R. No. 500, L.R. Plot No. 579, | Fourteen Lakh Ninety Six C) Rs.10,000.00 03.30 PM Paria, West: Property of Dhirendra Nath
AccountNo. 136920NC00000088 Area- 05 decimal, under P.S. Sabang, | Thousand Seventy Three only) Pariaand Barendra Nath Paria
C) Borrower & Mortgagor: ADSR- Sabang, Paschim Medinipur, | + further interest and costs Not Known to Bank 4. Equitable Mortgage of Land located at
Mrinal Kanti Midya, C/o Kanailal Midya, | West Bengal-721144 in the name of | C) 10.03.2026 Mouza- Keshiary, under P.S. Keshiary
Village- Kalidahachara, P.O. Bishnupur, | Mrinal Kanti Midya (Borrower), Deed | D) Symbolic Possession havingJ L. No. 106, Khatian No. 491 (Hal
P.S. Sabang, District-Paschim Medinipur, | No. 2545 dated 29.05.2019. Kh. No. 553, 362), Plot No. 1113, Area
Pin-721144, WestBengal Butted & Bounded By: 0.01 1/2 acres and Plot No. 1114, Area
Co-Borrower: Mritunjoy Midya, Village- | North: Pond, South: 08 Ft. Road, East: 0.060 acres and Plot No. 1115 vide Sale
Kalidahachara, P.O. Bishnupur, P.S. | Mritunjoy Midya, West: Sanjoy Midya Deed No. 06864 dated 15.11.2010in the
Sabang, Paschim Medinipur-721144, name of Putul Paria, W/o Barendra
WestBengal Nath Paria and Kabita Paria, W/o

Dhirendra Nath Paria.
7. | A)Dantan(018920) Equitable mortgage of land & building | A) 12.03.2025 A) Rs. 24,60,000.00 24.08.2026 Butted & bounded by: -
B) M/s Maa Sitala Enterprise prop. of | located at Mouza- Kunjapur, under | B) Rs. 21,36,511.11 (Rupees |B) Rs.2,46,000.00 11.30 AM to North: Property of Mukti Kanta
NemaiDas & Mamata Das & NemaiDas | Salikath 4 no. gram panchayat, J L No. | Twenty One Lakh Thirty Six C) Rs.25,000.00 03.30 PM Mohapatra & Others, South: Property of
Account Nos. 0189250800517, | 117, L R Kh No. 473, L R Plot No. 254, | Thousand Five Hundred Ashok Goswami & Others, East:
0189250020269, 0189307218006, | area 8.00 dec. Bastu in nature in the | Eleven and Paise Eleven only) Not Known to Bank Property of Badal Paria & Others, West:
0189307226102, 0189250800620 name of Mamata Das vide gift deed no. | + further interest and costs Road
C) Borrower: IV!/s Maa $|tala Enterprlse I-735/2015, dt. 09.03.2015 C) 17.09.2925 . 14. | A) Keshiary Road (320700) Equitable Mortgage of land & building | A) 09.03.2022 A) Rs.10,97,000.00 24.08.2026
Prop. of Nemai Das, Vill. Konjapur, P.O. | Butted & Bounded By: D) Symbolic Possession B) Mrs. Tulika Khatun located at Mouza: Amrakuchi under, P.S. | B) Rs. 16,00,604.10 (Rupees | B) Rs.1,09,700.00 11.30 AM to
Gazipur, P.S. Dantan, Dist. Paschim | North:  Property of Owner, South: Account Nos. 3207008700000922, | Keshpur, Dist. Paschim Midnapur, Pin- | Sixteen Lakh Six Hundred Four | C) Rs.10,000.00 03.30 PM
Midnapur, Pin- 721426 _ Dahlia Road, East: Sankar Prasad Das, 3207001L00000122, 320700PD0052609 | 721156 having J L. No. 434, Kh. no. 418, | and Paise Ten only) + further
Proprietor & Borrower: Mr. Nemai Das, | West: Panchanan Ghorai C) Borrower & Mortgagor: 27,HalKh.no. 415,590, L.R.No.Kh. No. | interest and costs Not Known to Bank
Slo Kangala Das, Vill. Konjapur Gazipur, Mrs. Tulika Khatun, W/o Masum Mallick, | 410/1 & L R Modified Kh. no. 1273, plot | C) 13.09.2022
P.S. Dantan, Dist. Paschim Midnapur, Vill. Kapta Bankati, Post- Amrakuchi, P.S. | no. 56 Area 10.00 dec. Bastu in nature | D) Symbolic Possession
WestBengal, Pin- 721426 Keshpur, Paschim Midnapur, Pin- 721150 | vide deed no. 8640/2018 dt. 12.10.2018
Co-Borrower & Mortgagor: Guarantor: Mr. Masum Mallick, S/o | in the name of Tulika Khatun, W/o
Mrs. Mamata Das, W/o Nemai Das, Vil Samad Mallick, Vill. Kapta Bankati, Post- | Masum Mallick.
Konjapur Gazipur, P.S. Dantan, Dist. Amrakuchi. P.S. Keshpur, Paschim | Butted & Bounded By:
Paschim Midnapur, Pin- 721426 _ Midnapur, Pin- 721150 North: 8ft Wide Road, South: Land of
Guarantor: Mr. Sanatan Jana, Vill. Masum Mallick, East: House of Masum
Nagpara, Gazipur, P.S. Dantan, Dist. Mallick, West: Drain thereafter Land of
Paschim Midnapur, Pin- 721426 Noor Hossain Mallick. Contd.....
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E-AUCTION
SALE NOTICE
Dated 24.08.2026

Circle Office, Stress Asset Management Division, Durgapur, (CO SAMD Durgapur)
Nachan Road, Benachity, Durgapur, Paschim Bardhaman, W.B. / e-mail: codgprec@pnb.bank.in

LAST DATE & TIME OF TIME OF SUBMISSION OF EMD (Earnest Money Deposit) AND DOCUMENTS: UPTO 2.00 PM respective E Auction date 24.08.2026
Sale of immovable property mortgaged to Bank under Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest

E-Auction Sale Notice for Sale of Inmovable Assets under the Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 read with proviso to Rule 9(1) of

SALE NOTICE FOR SALE OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES

(SARFAESI) Act, 2002 (No.54 of 2002)

the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002.

Notice is hereby given to the public in general and in particular to the Borrower (s) and Guarantor (s) that the below described immovable property mortgaged/charged to the Secured Creditor, the
constructive/physical/ symbolic possession of which has been taken by the Authorised Officer of the Bank/ Secured Creditor, will be sold on “As is where is”,
mentioned in the table herein below, for recovery of its dues due to the Bank/ Secured Creditor from the respective borrower (s) and guarantor (s). The reserve price and the earnest money deposit will be as

mentioned in the table below against the respective properties.

DESCRIPTION OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES [The Said Properties are under Constructive Possession/ Physical possession of the Secured Creditor]

Asiswhatis”, and “Whatever there is” on the date as

Upper Para, Opp Sarathi
Bengal- 713301

Baranwal, Upper Para,
Asansol, WestBengal- 71

KANCHAN BARNWAL,

e : A) Reserve Price Details of the
Sl. BRANCH NAME /Account Name & Descrlpt|on, of the Inmovable Properties . ﬁl)::i):;eu?; I?g(n;)and B{ EMD I Date & Time |encumbrances
No. Address of the Borrowers / Guarantors Mortgaged, Owner’s Name (Mortgagers of property(ies) B) Date of Possession C) Bid Increase Amount of known to
& Possession E-Auction | the secured
C) Outstanding as on the date of 13(2) (InRs.) creditors
1. | B/O:020220-ASANSOL All that part and parcel of residential flat being flat no. 3 in multi storied building | A) 16.02.2026 A) Rs.18.98 Lakh  |24.08.2026 | Not known
Account: RAJ KISHOR BARANWAL &| (G+3) on the third floor of the building known as “SASHI RESIDENTIAL & |B) 06.05.2026 11.00 AM | to Bank at
KANCHAN BARNWAL COMMERCIAL COMPLEX containing super built up area 846 Sq. Ft. with |C) Rs.29,26,934.44 (Rupees | B) Rs.1.90Lakh | to present.
Borrower / Guarantor: RAJ KISHORE | yndivided proportionate share of land situated at Dist. Paschim Bardhaman, P.S. | Twenty-Nine Lakh Twenty- C) Rs.10,000 4.00 PM
BARANWAL, S/O Onkar Prasad Baranwal, Six Thousand Nine Hundred T

Asansol (S), Addl. Dist. Sub- Registry Office: Asansol within Mouza: Asansol
Municipality, J .L. No. 20, under the limits of Asansol Municipal Corporation upon
land measuring about 4786 Sq. Ft. being R.S. Plot No. 24028, 24031 & 24032
under R.S. Khatian No. 9446 & 13367, Abdul Latif Lane, Ward No. 13(44) in the
name of Shri. RAJ KISHOR BARANWAL & Smt. KANCHAN BARNWAL being
Deed No. 020500045 for the year 2018.

PROPERTY ID: PUNBABA40317413

Possession Constructive

Club, Asansol, West Thirty-Four and Paisa Forty-
Four Only) as mentioned in

W/O Raj Kishore the above notices.
Opp Sarathi Club,

3301

I 'I.'ERMS AND CONDITIONS: :

The sale shall be subject to the Terms & Conditions prescribed in the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules 2002 and to the following further conditions:
1. The properties are being sold on ‘AS IS WHERE IS BASIS and “AS IS WHAT IS BASIS” and “WHATEVER THERE IS BASIS”

2. The particulars of Secured Assets specified in the Schedule hereinabove have been stated to the best of the information of the Authorized Officer, but the Authorized Officer shall not be answerable for any error,

misstatement or omission in this proclamation.
3. The Sale will be done by the undersigned through e-auction platform provided at the Website https://www.baanknet.com on 24.08.2026 from 11.00 AM to 4.00 PM.
4. Fordetailed terms and conditions of the sale, please refer to website: www.baanknet.com.

| 5. Foranyqueries regarding the

STATURORY 15 DAYS SALE NOTICE UNDER RULE 9 (1) OF THE SECURITY INTEREST ENFORCEMENT AMENDMENT RULES, 2002.
S. Balaji, Chief Manager & Authorised Officer

| Date: 04.08.2026
' Place: Durgapur

terms and conditions of the sale, the interested bidders may contact Mr. S. Balaji (Chief Manager) Mob:9831779780

Punjab National Bank

STATUTORY SALE NOTICE UNDER RULE 9 (1) OF THE SARFAESI ACT, 2002

)

e 31 ey
Bank of Baroda

Regional Stressed Assets Recovery Branch

Holkata Metro Region lI
1st Floor, 3 M L Mitra Road, Kolkata-700017
Email id: SARKMT@bankofbaroda.bank.in

E-AUCTION

SALE NOTICE

ANNEXURE-A

SALE NOTICE FOR SALE OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES ; “APPENDIX- IV-A [See proviso to Rule 8 (6) & or 9(1)]

E-Auction Sale Motice for Sale of
with proviso to Rule B (6) & nrﬂ{i
Motice is haneby given to the pubs

Immevable Assets under the Securifisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assefs and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 read
Jof the Security Interest [Enforcement) Rules, 2002,

c in genaral and in particuiar to the Borrower (5}, Mortgagor s and Guarandor () that the below describad immovable property mortgaged/charged fo
the Securad Creditor, possession of which has been faken by the Authorised Officer of Bank of Baroda, Secured Creditor, will be sold on "As is where is”, "As is what is", and
“Whatever thare 5" basis for recovery of below mentioned account's, The details of Borrower!s / Maortgagor / Guaranfor's { Secured Asset’sDuesResene Price’a-Auction date &
Time, EMD and Bid Increase Amount are mentioned below—

Sl Name & address of Detailed description of the Date & Time| __ Reserve Price Stahus of Possessionl Property
Lotl Borrower!s/Guarantor! s/ immaovabie property with Total Dues of EMDamOURt | i o Inspection
No. Mortgagor () known encumbrances, if any E-auction | Bidincrease Amount |~ dale & Time
1. | Mr. Pritam Sarkar & All that plece and parcel of the flat on the third floor, | Rs. 27.48,000| 25.08.2026 | Rs.23,06.000% | Physical | From 06.08.2026
Mrs. Priya Das Sarkar FlatNo. C-5, North- West side measuring about 349 5q| + inferest and|  Time- Rs. 2.30,600/- ' to 24.08.2026
Address: ft. super built-up area be the same more of less| charges | 200pmto | " pe 1o000- 11,00 am to
BD 100, Rabindra Pally,  |tegether with proportionate share in land at thel  wef | 6.00pm with S 2.00 pm
Prafullakanan, Rajathat Premises No, 38/A, S.P. Mukherjee Road, P.5.| 11.09.2023 | unkmited Concerned
Gopalpur, North 24 Belghoria, Kolkata = T00056, within the jurisdiction of sxlension of Officer Sudhir
Parganas, Kamarhati Municipality being holding no. 184, Ward 10 minutes Kumar Gupta
Pin- 700107 W.B. Mo, 27 lying and situate on all that piece and parcal of 7992297792
land of 9 cottahs B chiltacks under Mouza: with prior
Basudebpur.J.L.No. 2, R.S. No. 1] Touzi No. 63, 1510, appointment
R.5. Khatian No. 289, Dag No.841 and 842 and butted &|
bounded by as follows: Onthe Morth: By Land of Satkan|
[ras, Onthe South: Flat Mo C- 3, Onthe East: FlatNo. C-|
1, On the West C-4 |

NOTICE

In the Court of Ld. 13th. Additional

District Judge at Alipore.

Mat Suit No. 2985/2025.
Smt. Puja Basu (Saha) wife
of Sri Debasish Basu residing
at 21, Kayasthapara 4th Lane
(Haltu), P.S. Garfa, Kolkata-
78. -Vs- ...Petitioner.
Sri Debasish Basu son of Late
Satyendra Prasad Basu residing
at 43 A, Sodepur Brick Field
Road, PS. Thakurpukur, Kolkata-
700082. ..Respondent.
This is to inform that Smt. Puja Basu
(Saha) Petitioner abovenamed has
filed instant Mat Suit before this Ld.
Court against Sri Debasish Basu
Respondent abovenamed. Any one
having any objection may appear
before the Ld. Court within thirty
days from the date of Publication
and submit objection if any,
otherwise matter will be heard

Ex-parte. BY ORDER
Arvind Prasad Jaiswara
Sheristader, Dt.15.07.26

Data: 05.08. 206
Place :- Kolkata

For detailed terms and conditions of sale, please referfvisil to the website link https:iiwww.bankofbaroda.bank.infe-auction.htm and https://baanknet.com.Also,
prospective bidders may contactwith the Authorised officer on Tel No. . 033 2283 7888, Mobile 7992297792

A

Name: Sudhir Kumar Gupta
Authorised Officer

For detailed terms and conditicns
ar | GO EEII'IH of Barada

—
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4th Floor, MS Tower 2, Near HP Petrol Pump , Atwal Real Estate, O.T. Road,
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E-AUCTION

punjab national bank
SALE NOTICE

the name you can BANK upon |

311 AD

CIRCLE OFFICE KHARAGPUR SAM DEPT.

Inda, Kharagpur,

Paschim Medinapur, Pin-721305, E mail: cokgpsam@pnb.bank.in

1. The auction sale will be “online

advance, before auction.

interest.

1) https://baanknet.com

“The Authorized Officer, Punjab

amountand the property.
14. Payment of sale consideration
bidder only at the time of deposit of

24, The sale shall be subjectto the
25. The sale shall be done by the

ANNEXURE-B

SALE NOTICE FOR SALE OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTY
TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF E-AUCTION SALE

The sale shall be subject to the Terms & Conditions prescribed in the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules 2002 and to the following further conditions:

through e-auction” portal https://baanknet.com

2. The intending Bidders/ Purchasers are requested to register on portal (https://baanknet.com) using their email-id and mobile number. Further they are requested to upload
requisite KYC documents. Once the KYC documents are verified by e Auction service provider (may take 2 working days) , the intending Bidders/ Purchasers has to transfer the
EMD amount using online mode in his Global EMD wallet by 2 working days , the intending Bidders / Purchasers has to transfer the EMD amount using online mode in his Global
EMD wallet by 21.08.2026 before the e auction Date and Time in the portal. The registration, verification of KYC documents and transfer of EMD in Wallet must be completed well in

3. Earnest Money Deposit (EMD) amount as mentioned above shall be paid online through 3 mode i.e NEFT/ Cash/ Transfer (after generation of challan from
(https:/lbaanknet.com) in in bidders Global EMD Wallet, NEFT transfer can be done from any Scheduled Commercial Bank Branch. Payment of EMD by any other mode and will
be credited in bidders e-Wallet. Bidders, not depositing the required EMD online, will not be allowed to participate in the e-auction. The Earnest Money Deposited shall not bear any

4. Platform (https://baanknet.com) for e-Auction will be provided by e Auction service provider M/s PSB Alliance Pvt. Ltd. having its Registered office at Unit 1, 3rd Floor, VIOS
Commercial Tower, Near Wadala Truck Terminal, Wadala East. Mumbai-400037 (Helpdesk Number +91 8291220220, Email Id: support. BAANKNET@psballiance.com).
The intending Bidders/ Purchasers are required to participate in the e-Auction process at e-Auction Service Provider’s website https://baanknet.com This Service Provider will also
provide online demonstration/ training on e-Auction on the portal.

5. The Sale Notice containing the General Terms and Conditions of Sale is available / published in the following websites/ web page portal.

2) https://lwww.pnbindia.bank.in

6. The intending participants of e-auction may download free of cost, copies of the Sale Notice, Terms & Conditions of e-auction, Help Manual on operational part of e-Auction related
to this e-Auction from e-auction portal (https://baanknet.com).

7.Bidder’s e-Wallet should have sufficient balance (>=EMD amount) at the time of bidding.

8. During the e-auction, bidders will be allowed to offer higher bid in inter-se bidding over and above the last bid quoted and the increase in the bid amount must be of increment
amount mentioned. Ten minutes time will be allowed to bidders to quote successive higher bid and if no higher bid is offered by any bidder after the expiry of 10 minutes to the last
highest bid, the e-auction shall be closed.

9. Itis the responsibility of intending Bidder(s) to properly read the Sale Notice, Terms & conditions of e-auction, Help Manual on operational part of e-Auction and follow them strictly.
10. In case of any difficulty or need of assistance before or during e-Auction process, bidder may contact authorized representative of our e-Auction Service Provider M/s PSB
Alliance Pvt. Ltd. Details of which are available on the https://baanknet.com portal.

11. After finalization of e-Auction by the Authorized Officer, only successful bidder will be informed by our above referred service provider through SMS/ email. (On mobile no/ email
address given by them/ registered with the service provider).

12. The secured asset will not be sold below the reserve price.

13. The successful bidder shall have to deposit 25% (twenty five percent) of the bid amount, less EMD amount deposited, on the same day or not later than the next working day and
the remaining amount shall be paid within 15 days from the date of auction in the form of Banker's Cheque/ Demand Draft issued by a Scheduled Commercial Bank drawn in favour of

National Bank, In case of failure to deposit the amounts as above within the stipulated time, the amount deposited by successful bidder will be

forfeited to the Bank and Authorized Officer shall have the liberty to conduct a fresh auction/ sale of the property & the defaulting bidder shall not have any claim over the forfeited

by the successful bidder to the bank will be subject to TDS under Section 194- 1A of Income Tax Act 1961 and TDS is to be made by the successful
remaining 75 % of the bid amount/ full deposit of BID amount.

15. The Authorised Officer reserves the right to accept any or reject all bids, if not found acceptable or to postpone/ cancel/ adjourn/ discontinue or vary the terms of the auction at
anytime without assigning any reason whatsoever and his decision in this regard shall be final.

16. The sale certificate shall be issued in the favour of successful bidder on deposit of full bid amount as per the provisions of the act.

17. The properties are being sold on “AS IS WHERE IS BASIS” and “AS IS WHAT IS BASIS” and “WHATEVER THERE IS BASIS”.

18. The particulars of Secured Assets specified in the Schedule hereinabove have been stated to the best of the information of the Authorised Officer, but the Authorised Officer shalll
not be answerable for any error, misstatement or omission in this proclamation.

19. It shall be the responsibility of the bidders to inspect and satisfy themselves about the asset and specification before submitting the bid. The bidder inspect the property in
consultation with the dealing official as per the details provide.

20. All statutory dues/ attendant charges/ other dues including registration charges, stamp duty, taxes etc. shall have to be borne by the purchaser.

21. The Authorized Officer or the Bank shall not be responsible for any charge, lien, encumbrances, or any other dues to the Government or anyone else in respect of properties
(E-Auctioned) not known to the bank. The Intending Bidder is advised to make their own independent inquiries regarding the encumbrances on the property including statutory
liabilities, arrears of property tax, electricity dues etc.

22. The bidder should ensure proper internet connectivity, power back-up etc. The Bank shall not be liable for any disruption due to internet failure, power failure or technical reasons
orreasons/ contingencies affecting the e-auctions.

23. Itis open to the Bank to appoint a representative and make self-bid and participate in the auction. For detailed term and conditions of the sale, please refer https://baanknet.com
& https://Iwww.pnbindia.bank.in.

Terms & Conditions prescribed in the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules 2002.
undersigned through e auction platform at the website https://baanknet.com on 24.08.2026 at 11.30 AM to 03.30 PM

PUBLIC NOTICE

Maotice is hereby given for the
information of all concernad that my
client, BALAJI MARKETING AND
SUPPLY CHAIN PRIVATE LIMITED (CIN:
US1909WB2021PTC245101), a company
within the meaning of the Companies
Act, 2013 and having its registered
affice at No. 10131, Dakshindari Road,
Kolkata - 700048, P.O. Shreebhumi, P.5.
Lake Town. Kolkata, intends to
purchase ALL THAT the Commercial
Unit being Unit No. 1B, having a carpet
area of 2685 square feet (be the same a
little more or less), cormesponding fo
approximately 2945 square feet of
built-up area, being a commercial unit
situated on the First Floor of the
building known as “"BAJAJ KUNJ®
constructed upon the premises lying |
and situated at andior being Holding |
No. 1062 {including 106211, 1061, 903
and 90311 after amaigamation), Postal
Address 118, Bangur Avenue, Block-C,
Kolkata - 700055, P.5. Lake Town, Ward
No. 20 of the South Dum Dum
Municipality, Mouza Shyamnagar, LR. |
Plot No. 40, L.R. Khatian No. 235,
TOGETHER WITH the proportionate
and undivided share in the common
areas and facilities as permissible
under law, TOGETHER WITH two (2)
slols in the mechanical car parking
system to be installed in the covered
area of the Ground Floor of the said
building for parking two roadworthy
medium-sized passenger molor cars.
The said property is bounded as
follows: On the North: By Road named
as Bangur Avenue. On the East By
Road named as Bangur Avenue. On the
West: Partly by Premises Mo. 120 and |
partly by Premises No. 125, Bangur
Avenue, Block-C., On the South: By |
Road named as Bangur Avenue.
Anyone having interest in the content |
of this notice shall write to the
undersigned to the address given below
sent by Speed Post within T{Seven)
days from the issue of this notice

Shdhangsu Kishore Sarkar
Advocate

Ground Floor, Royal

Residency, Srinagar Purba Para,

Garia Station, Kolkata - 700094

Date: 05.08.2026
Place: Circle Office, Kharagpur

Authorised Officer
Punjab National Bank, CO SAM Kharagpur

STATUTORY 15/ 30 DAYS SALE NOTICE UNDER RULE 8(6) / 9(1) OF THE SARFAESI ACT, 2002

NOTICE

My clent, Surey Dutta, son.of Rabindranath Butta
residing af BARUN SHIVALIK, 4ih Floor, 144
Purbalok, Tth Street PO, - Mukundspur, Kolkata
- TO005E, has losl the Deed of Conveyancs dalad
31.07 2005, al 0.5 R-lI, Sauth 24 Farganas and
reconded in Book No. - |, Volume No, - 1603-2015,
Pages from 44924 to 44373, Being No. -
180305%18 for fhe year 2015, refating fo All That
the flat, besng ra 4 measunng about 1425 g1l
slgred busll-uge &naa an e fouth Moo and oné car
parking space an the ground fooe of the bullding
gituated at Mouza - Kalikagur, J.L - 20, RS No
- 2, Touzi Mo - 3.4, 5 &'12, Pargana - Khaspur
under C_5. Khedian Mo, - 155, RS, Khatiam Mo. -
189 al C.5. Dag MNo. - 06316, B.5. Dag No. -
361, under Scheme Piol No. < P-£1, within Kolicata
Muricipal Corpoeation, Premises Mo, - 4291
Survey Park, 'Ward Mo, - 109, P.5. - Purba
dadavour, Disk. - South 24 Panganas, Halkala--
70005 (G.OE. Mo -217 dated 03.08.2028, Hera
Sireal P53, Anybody, having any cialm over the
said Deed and the property retated fo:ihal, i
heretry requested io condact the undersigned with
praper gocumerds within OF days from the dale
of publication.
PINAKPANI BISWAS (Advocate)
4, Govi. Place, Room Mo, 3K[A)
Kaolkata - 700004, M. : 9674535307

IN THE CITY CIVIL COURT AT CALCUTTA
BEFORE THE LEARNED 11TH BENCH

Money Suit No.728 of 2022

MR. SUBHAM AGARWAL, aged
about 33 year, carrying on business
under tha name and slyle of SIBCO
TRADIMNG CO., having its office at
81/2713, Phears Lane {(formery P-3,
Mew CIT Road) 4th Floor, Police
Station Bowbazar, Kolkata-
oooTs. T s Plaintiff
Varsus
MS. SHEULY BISWAS, camying on
business under the nama and siyla
of M5 SARASWAT| ENTERPRISE
as a propretor thereof, having her
office at 1681154, Sarat Bosa REoad,
Warth Dum Dum, P.5.- Dum Dum,

Warth 24 Parganas, Kolkata-
TooOBl, L Defendant
To,

MS. SHEULY BISWAS, carrying on
business, under the name and skyle
of MIS. SARASWATI ENTERFRISE
as a proprietor thereof, having her
office at 168/154, Sarat Bose Road,
Morth Dum Durn F.5.- Dum Dum,
Morth 24 Farganas, Kolkaia-
TO008

Whereas the plaintiff abovenamed
has instituted the instant suit for
recovary of money valued at
Rs.66,288.58/- against the
defendant mentioned in the cause
itk of the plaint whereby tha
Defendant is hereby summoned fo
appear in person or through hisfher
advocate in this Court on the 26th
day of August 2026 at 10,30 A.M.
and to file WS and Docurnent if any
i the 11th Bench of City Civil Court
at Caloutta
Take notice that in default of his
appearance on the day before
mentioned the suit will be heard
ex-parte.
BY ORDER
BHOLA NATH GOSWAMI
ADDITIONAL OFFICE
SUPERINTENDENT IN CHARGE
CITY CIVIL COURT, CALCUTTA

PUBLIC NOTICE

This is to notify all concern that, my
clients (1) Smt. Chhaya Seth, wife of
Late Gobinda Chandra Seth (2) Sri
Prasanta Seth, (3) Sri Laltu Seth, (4)
Miss. Tinku Seth and (5) Miss.Rinku
Seth, (2) to (5) are sons and daughters
of Late Gobinda Chandra Seth, all are
resident of Baguiati Puratan Bazar,
Baguiati, North 24 Parganas, Kolkata-
700059 entered into a MOU on
07.11.2022 with M/s Aatreyee Nirman
Pvt. Ltd., having it's office at 9/12,
Lalbazar Street, Third Floor, Block- C,
P.O.- Lalbazar, P.S.- Hare Street,
Kolkata- 700001 represented by
its'Director Sri Indrajit Roy in respect of
ALL THAT piece and parcel of land
measuring more or less 68 Decimals
lying and situates at Mouza - Jyangra,
J. L. No. 16, Comprised in R.
S.Khatian No. 427, C.S. Khatian No.
341 & 355 under R. S. Dag No. 359,
C.S. Dag No. 240, area of land 66
Decimals and R. S. Dag No. 358, C.S.
Dag No. 241 area of land 2 Decimals
P.S.-Baguiati, A.D.S.R.0. Rajarhat,
under Bidhannagar Municipal
Corporation, District- Noth 24
Parganas, Kolkata-700 059 with a
view to develop the property
constructing multi storied building. At
the time of signing of the MOU M/s
Aatreyee Nirman Pvt. Ltd. Through its
authorised signatory Sri Indrajit Roy
paid Rs. 51,000/~ (10,200/- each) to
my above named clients as token
money.

After lapse of 3 years and 6 months the
above M/s Aatreyee Nirman Pvt. Ltd.
didn't start any work as per the above
MOU and presently on 30.06.2026 my
above named clients send a Letter
dated 17.06.2026 for Cancellation of
the above MOU through Speed Post to
above M/s Aatreyee Nirman Pvt. Ltd.
and the same was duly received by the
recipient on 01.07.2026. It is needless
to mention that my above named client
refunded the advance amount of Rs.
51,000/~ (Smt. Chhaya Seth paid
10,200/, Prasanta Seth paid 10,200/-,
Laltu Seth paid 10,200/-, Miss. Tinku
Seth paid 10,200/- and Miss. Rinku
Seth paid 10,200/-) to M/s Aatreyee
Nirman Pvt. Ltd. received by its
authorised person Sri Indrajit Roy.
Thereafter my client sends the above
letter of cancellation.

After passing of 15 days from the date
received of the above Cancellation
Letter nobody contacted with my client
and in future any claim of the above
M/s Aatreyee Nirman Pvt. Ltd. or its'
representative shall be deemed
invalid. From the date of publishing of
this notice the above MOU declared as
cancelled and the above land became
free from all charges or
encumbrances.

Regards,

Rahul Bhowmik

Advocate,

TA, Kiran Sankar Roy Road,
2nd Floor, Rear Side,

Room No. 11 & 20,

Kolkata- 700001

Mol ig heraby gen sl clesl CAMPUSECRAFT
BFRA PRI JETE LIMITED Coiporsa dantty Mo, of e
|;--'n -.=|I1'E' 15 UaH TIDWHRZDARFTO S5 29, FalN -
B0, a Comparry within the maaning &f tha

:-n:-l. i '|I' the Companies Act. 1856, havng ils
regpalered cifice at OLD, Miz Dankurd, Pral Olfios -
Dienhnr ool Complas, Pofice Sation - Danauni; Disticl
Hooghiy, Pin - 112310, West Bangal, reprasantad by
ang of is Direcior namaly HAZRUL MOLLA (PAN-
AEGPMA AL [AADEANR NO, - 3388 (149 5597} san
.II Lale Arvear Kalks, by failh Muslim, by occopation
Barsimesd, regiding &1 Danbuni, Peat Ofice - Dankunl
-\.-IIEI Lwnla.: Frolca Sakon - Dankund, Disfrc] Hooohy,
F1¢ 330, West Bangal. has anerad nfo an
.l!l.gw"nr'r I'r.h' *-.uﬁ dated 19,06 2026 waths Mr. Bipul
Bhanik, san af Eni Bioy Bhabul residing & 711, Bose
Fara Lane, F.O.- Eﬁi.'i'rHL..l.l PS5, - Bamampore, Districl
- Hogghly, PR - 712222, West Bangad, for the purchase
ol tha Schedula Fropany descried haraundar. Any
parsom. authoetty, bank, firancial mstilution, company
o oy ofher persan Ratdng any dlmm, dgi, Ide, nberes],
Hen, chasps, mos eaipd, eads terian £y, Basaman,
ancumbrance, htigation or ohjaclion whaleoeyer in
respicl of tha Scheduls Proparly or the afonesaid
meoposed purchase is herohy muesing to inlimats The
unciarsigrad m wriling, tooelher with-all relavant
aunparing documents, wilhin 15 [Filteen) days Tram
the-cgte ol publkcation o G Mobes. Fasling such
ritlmeadion wilhin e aloresald pancd, | shall be
prrsumed thal no persam nas amy chieclion or advarse
clamm in mespact of the Sdhedun Property, and my cienl
shall ba Ires 16 procesd will Be compiatian of the
piapoaed purdhiase and regalrabicn of the Deed af
Lo BYENCE halore Bha concarned -':'l}'”' oal Distnec
Lauh- Bamstrar withoid any further raference 0 any
parscn. Ay objection or claim raised thersafter shall
B deemed fo have been wanesd =0 far &5 my ciend s

e,
SCHEDULE OF PROPERTY

ALL THAT piess and P.;'l ol af I:|rl|; soenprised in LR
Oag Mos. 266, 24T, T68, 308, ] 512, 113 and LS,
:g-:rmﬂ w3 b bnkat Ean:-.“:lfl"' Ei.-i. L L equeaenl
o approximately 3077 Acres, ing and stualed al
Wouza Chafesra, J.L a2, PS5 - gﬁ'l'a"l'lﬁﬁl'-.‘. wilhin
g |ursdclion of the Addmiomal Disinet Sun-Raegisany
Office, Serampone, Distc - Heoghty, and also wilhin
Pearatpur Gram Panchayad, sogeiher with all ease=men|
righls, liberlies, privileges, pallaways apoumanances

and all ognar rigivte atiachsd Thanald.
Sdl- 5K IMRAN, ADVDCATE
SRERAMPUR SLB-DIVESEONAL COURT,
SRERAMPUR, HOOGHLY

SALUTE THE SOLDIER

GORKHA RIFLES

Indian Army and 11 Gorkha Rifles Salutes its brave
heart, Late TJ — 3791 Sub Awadesh Thakur of 107 Inf
- |Bn (TA) 11 GR, who had made supreme sacrifice
during OP Hifazat on 05 Aug 1999.

(s
P

-

Late

Limbu

L/NK|;
Bom Bahadur

iRfn Parsu
Ram Rai

Colonel 11 GR & Sikkim Scouts and All Ranks
BORDER SECURITY FORCE

- CONSTABLE

) _05.08.1995

KRISHAN
KUMAR
194 BN BSF
10.11.1964

Indian Army and 11 Gorkha Rifles
Salutes its brave heart, Late L/NK
Bom Bahadur Limbu and Late Rfn
Parsu Ram Rai of 1/11 GR (Batalik),
whom made the supreme sacrifice in
1969 at Naga Hills on 05 Aug 1969 in
a true act of valour.

Director General and all Ranks of Border
Security Force remember its gallant
Jawan Constable Krishan Kumar on his
Balidan Diwas. On this day, he sustained
fatal bullet injury while fighting militants in
Lal Chowk area, Srinagar (J&K) and made
ultimate sacrifice in the line of duty.

4 | Y

SUB INSPEC-
TOR RAJEN-
DRA SINGH
91 BN BSF
04.04.1961
—-05.08.2013

Krishnanagar (West Bengal)

NRSMCH, Kolkata on 05 Aug 2013.

officer

Sub

Director General and all Ranks of Border
Security Force remember its gallant
Subordinate
Rajendra Singh on his Balidan Diwas.
On 22 nd July 2013, he sustained fatal
injuries while fighting with armed
miscreants in area of BOP Jhorpara,
and later succumbed to his injuries at

Inspector

)

71l :

(|

)

-

(

"

acrifice in the line of duty.

and
Constables Amrappa, B Laxman Bhai &
Jagdish on their Balidan Diwas. On this
day, they sustained fatal bullet injuries in
a fierce encounter with militants in area of Mahur, Dima Hasao
(Assam) and made ultimate s

- | & [
HC PRITHVI L/NK BLACIES CT AMRAPPA CT B LAXMAN
SINGH TIRKEY 89 BN BSF BHAI
89 BN BSF 89 BN BSF 01.06.1970 — 89 BN BSF
14.08.1948 — 15.07.1961 — 05.08.1992 04.07.1969 —
05.08.1992 05.08.1992 05.08.1992
CT JAGDISH Directpr General and all Rank.s of Border
Security Force remember its gallant
89 BN BSF e L2
01.08.1965 — Jawans Head Constable Prithvi Singh,
05.08.1992 Lance Naik Blacies Tirkey

'.nf

CONSTABLE
M SENTHIL
KUMARAN
142 BN BSF
01.06.1983
05.08.2022

Director General and all Ranks of Border
Security Force remember its gallant
Jawan Constable M Senthil Kumaran on
his Balidan Diwas. On this day, he made
ultimate sacrifice while on operational
duty in Bengaluru (Karnataka).

| - 05.08.1992

SH AMALESH
CHAND ROY,
ASSISTANT
COMMANDANT
133 BN BSF
01.01.1952

Director General and all Ranks of Border
Security Force remember its gallant
officer Amalesh Chand Roy, Assistant
Commandant on his Balidan Diwas. On
this day, he made ultimate sacrifice
while on operational duty in Tista
Range, West Bengal.

CONSTABLE
SUBHENDU ROY,
PPMG
02 BN BSF
06.02.1977 -
05.08.2015

(.

-

—

CONSTABLE

ROCKY, SHAURYA

CHAKRA
59 BN BSF
05.09.1990 -
05.08.2015

Director General and all Ranks of Border Security Force remember its

gallant Jawans Constables Subhendu Roy and Rocky on their Balidan
Diwas. On this day, they sustained fatal bullet injuries while fighting
militants, who opened indiscriminate firing on a BSF Bus carrying troops
from Jammu to Srinagar in area of Simrauli, Udhampur (J&K). Both
Jawans put up a tough fight to militants and made ultimate sacrifice in the
line of duty. Their sacrifice and gallant action have been aptly recognized
by GOI by awarding them with PPMG and Shaurya Chakra respectively.

CONSTABLE
IRSHAD AD
WAGEY
18 BN BSF
01.04.1973 -
05.08.2001

later succumbed to his injuries.

Director General and all Ranks of Border
Security Force remember its gallant
Jawan Constable Irshad Ad Wagey on
his Balidan Diwas. On this day, militants
fired upon him while he was availing
journey period at his home town
Arahabad area, Anantnag (J&K) and

CENTRAL RESERVE POLICE FORCE

- -

o
e

Veer Balidani
Constable
Hari Singh

10 Bn

20-10-1938 To

5-8-1964

-
-

P

Veer Balidani
Constable
Nafe Singh
10 Bn
18-5-1940 To
5-8-1964

Constable Hari Singh and Constable Nafe Singh were posted in 10 Bn
deployed in Srinagar. While deployed for Naka duties, the party tried
to stop an approaching vehicle travelling at great speed. The vehicle
instead of stopping, ploughed into the posse of jawans manning the
naka killing them. They laid down their lives in keeping with the
highest traditions of the Force.

Veer Balidani
Inspector
Mahesh Chand
Sharma 01 BN
30-6-1952 To
5-8-2001

Veer Balidani
Constable
Ramji Mishra
01 BN
10-8-1974 To
5-8-2001

Veer Balidani
Constable
Kailash Yadav
01 BN
6-5-1972 To
5-8-2001

'.'!:!
§

Veer Balidani
Constable
Jagdish Prasad
Sharma 01 BN
1-10-1974 To
5-8-2001

Veer Balidani
Constable
Dharam Pal Singh
01 BN
1-4-1971 To
5-8-2001

Veer Balidani
Constable
Bhagwan Singh
01 BN
5-1-1971 To
5-8-2001

e

Veer Balidani
Constable
Sunit Kumar
01 BN
4-6-1969 To
5-8-2001

Veer Balidani
Head Constable
/Armourer
T.C.N. Sonawane
AWS Guwahati

DG and all Ranks of #CRPF pay solemn tribute to the eight bravehearts
of 1 Bn, who made the supreme sacrifice in an IED blast by NDFB
militants in Bongaigaon district, Assam on 5 August 2001. #CRPF
salutes the bravehearts and pledges never to let their sacrifice go in vain.
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HITOg Hoaw s &iEases
CONTAINER CORPORATION OF INDIA LTD.

[T T ) S e (A Maveatna Undentaking of Govl of Indis)
CONCOR Bhawan, C-3, Mathura Road, ﬂpp-:rslla Apollo Hospital, New Dalhi- 110076

Open Tender Notice {e-Tendering mode only)
Oinlime Opsin E-bicks i Inviled ihraugh b packe] Opan lenténng System for supply of sub-assembilios
for 46 modules of 25T -anle foad BLCS wagons as per ROS0iGaklen Rock Workshap (GOC) latas]
dlrawngs B o par the Cuality Assuranis Prgram indcaied in thednrsxure=12 of e Sander docurmanls,
The camplete bid decumant can anly be doankoaded rom the webska (waw tendenwizard com/CGIL]
during tha tandar sale pesicd and the intending biddess should submit the documenl saie price ol
T 100000 inchusiva of all taxes and dulies through e-payment at the fime of making onfirs request.

Bid Reference

| CONIT/BLCS/Sub-Assembly Setle-103985/2026

Tendarad Guantity

Bid Security [Eamest Money) Deposit |

i e

Sub-desamblies (or 46 madubes of BLES wagon (As per
“Schedule of Requirement” Clause 1.6 of Saction-1l)

=+ 10,00, DO0- (Ten Lakh Ol ]rl

[Non-refundable)

Cost of Document :Nnn—refunl:lnbla] T4
Tender Fm:uﬁt-lng Fes

AT I:1r-:u;|h "n[nE peymend Ealer.i.ag.- fa EL."‘-ICEH

¥ 3 54- -Hr:c"’a.unn,l 65T & -E‘:l lhr-uu5h anline |:l-:|_|-TI1E"'I|.
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Cong team to meet Soren today
as Ranchi job protest tests ties

Move comes after silence from Congress
high command, its bid to keep spotlight
on ‘paper leaks’, police action in Delhi

ManojCG
New Delhi, August 4

AS THE Jantar Mantar-style
protest by students and youth
in Ranchi demanding a CBI
probeinto alleged irregularities
in state government recruit-
ment examinations continues,
the Congress, a key constituent
of the JMM-led government in
Jharkhand, is learnt to be un-
happy with the efforts — or the
perceived lack of them — by
Chief Minister Hemant Soren
toresolvetheissue. The partyis
keen to be seen as standing
with the protesting youth.

Sources in the Congress said
a delegation of party leaders,
led by AICC in-charge of Jhark-
hand K Raju and comprising
the party’s ministers in the
Jharkhand government, is
scheduled to meet Soren on
Wednesday to urge him to take
steps to “address the genuine
concerns” of the protesters.

Job aspirants in Ranchi
have been holding an indefi-
nite sit-in at Jaipal Singh
Munda Stadium.

The protesters, whowerein-
itially demanding a CBI probe
intoalleged irregularitiesin the
conduct of examinations, esca-
lated their agitation on Wed-
nesday by demanding that the
inquiry instead be conducted
by an independent panel of re-
tired High Court judges from
outside Jharkhand.

The developments come at
atime when the Congressistry-
ing to keep the spotlight on the
BJP-led Centre over alleged
paper leaks by focusing on the
police action against protesters
at Jantar Mantar in Delhi.

The Congress and other
Opposition parties have been
disrupting Parliament, de-
manding the presence of
Home Minister Amit Shah in
the House and seeking his ac-
countability for the police
crackdown.

The Congress high com-
mand has so far remained
publicly silent on the Jhark-
hand protest but is apprehen-
sive that the state govern-

OnCongress’s
‘Gungi Gudiya’
jibeatSunetra
Pawar, NCP asks:
Remember
Indira Gandhi?

Alok Deshpande
Mumbai, August 4

TEMPERS HAVE flared in the
ruling Nationalist Congress
Party (NCP) a day after the Ma-
harashtra Congress took a
‘Goongi Gudiya’ jibe at Deputy
Chief Minister Sunetra Pawatr,
with partyleaders accusingthe
Congress of endorsing a criti-
cism once directed at former
Prime Minister Indira Gandhi.

On Monday, the Maharash-
tra Congress posted a clip from
Sunetra Pawar’s press confer-
ence, showing MLA Dhananjay
Munde stopping her from tak-
ing questions from reporters
about the law and order situ-
ation in Beed. The video also
shows Pawar wrapping up the
presser soon after. The caption
on the video read: “How long
will Sunetra Pawar remain
Gungi Gudiya (silent doll)?”

The jibe at Sunetra Pawar
has drawn sharp criticism from
party leaders. Umesh Patil de-
scribed the post as objection-
able and said the party ap-
peared to be contradicting its
own political legacy.

He also recalled that during
Indira Gandhi’s political career,
heropponents had used similar
expressions against her. How-
ever, Indira Gandhi responded
through her leadership and
achievements, particularly dur-
ing the Bangladesh Liberation
War and with her decisive ap-
proach to national security, he
said.

Umesh Patil also reminded
the Congressthatithad oncere-
garded the term ‘Goongi Gudiya’
as unfair and insulting to a
woman.“Does this mean the
Congress is now indirectly ad-
mitting that the criticism
levelled against the late Indira
Gandhi at the time was justi-
fied?” he asked.

ment’s handling of the agita-
tion could politically hurt the
party. Sources said the leader-
ship has also asked national of-
fice-bearers of the Youth Con-
gress and the NSUI to meet the
protesters at the stadium and
extend support to them.

“(Leader of the Opposition)
Rahul Gandhi has been raising
the issue of paper leaks and
examination irregularities for
some time now. He is set to ad-
dress a student convention in
Prayagraj on Saturday. So if we
don’t support, or are not seen as
supporting the protest in Ran-
chi, the optics would go against
the party,” a senior Congress
leader said.

Breaking his silence on the
issue, Soren said on Wednesday
that his government was treat-
ing the concerns of the job aspir-
antswith “utmost seriousness.”

“With close scrutiny and
complete seriousness, deci-
sions addressing their demands
and queries will be announced
at the appropriate time. I am
confident that the protesters
will be reassured,” he said.

Relations between the
JMM and the Congress have
been frosty since the run-up to
the 2025 Bihar Assembly elec-
tions, when the Soren-led
party decided to withdraw
from the contest, alleging a
“political conspiracy” by its
allies, the Congress and RJD, to
“deprive it of seats.”

Last month, Congress-
JMM ties came under further
strain over the Rajya Sabha
elections in Jharkhand. The
Congress “unilaterally” an-
nounced its candidate for one
of the two seats that the INDIA
bloc was in a position to win,
despite the JMM’s insistence
that it should contest both
seats. The Congress refused to
relent and went ahead with its
nominee.

However, despite the al-
liance having the numbers, the
Congress candidate lost fol-
lowing cross-voting by ruling
alliance MLAs, triggering fresh
unease between the two
parties.

Fol T r.!_;

Job aspirants and students gather during a march to protest against the state government over alleged
paper leaks and irregularities in JPSC and JSSC examinations, in Ranchi, Jharkhand, Tuesday. pri

As protest enters Day 11, CM breaks
silence: ‘Govt stands with youth’

Shubham Tigga
Ranchi, August 4

Asthe students’ protest over al-
leged irregularities in the
Jharkhand Public Service
Commission (JPSC) examin-
ation entered its 11th day, Chief
Minister Hemant Soren on
Tuesday reacted to the agita-
tion for the first time, stating
that the government stands
with the youth and that they
would get justice.

Speaking to reporters in
Ramgarh while attending the
first death anniversary of his
father, Shibu Soren, the CM said,
“Whatever is required for the
youth, within the framework of
the Constitution and the law, the
government standswith them.”

Hesaid, “The governmentis
sensitive to the issue. We are
looking into the matter with ut-
most seriousness. I cannot lit-
erally tear open my chest and
show you that, but that is the
reality. One thing is certain:
Whenever we take up an issue,

Jharkhand CM Hemant Soren pays tribute to his father and former
CM Shibu Soren on his death anniversary, in Ramgarh, Tuesday. pri

ourobjectiveistoresolveit prop-
erly before considering the
matter closed.”

He said, “The investigation
agency has been working on
this case. We are waiting for its
report...and the outcome of the
probe. Very soon, we will in-
formthe studentsaswell asthe
people of the state about the de-
velopments in this matter.”

Meanwhile, as the protest at
Ranchi’s Jaipal Singh Munda
Stadium continued for the 11th

consecutive day, more students
and aspirants from different
districts joined the agitation.
Jharkhand Loktantrik Kranti-
kari Morcha (JLKM) leader
Devendra Mahato, who has ex-
tended support to the students,
has been on a hunger strike for
the past two days over the issue.

The controversy began after
the declaration of the prelim-
inary examination resultsofthe
14th JPSC Combined Civil Ser-
vices Examination.

Students don’t need PM’s forgiveness but his
apology: Rahul at Vaiko book launch event

Express News Service
New Delhi, August 4

LOKSABHA Leader of Opposi-
tion Rahul Gandhi said on
Tuesday that the students of
India are in “severe pain” and
they don’t need Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s forgiveness
but his apology for his govern-
ment’s actions against them.

Speaking at an event to
launch the book of former MP
Vaiko, Rahul said the students
are on the streets because of the
RSS attempts to change the
country's history, adding that
“Indiawill not tolerateits history
to be trampled upon by any-
body”. The booktitled “Vaikoin
Parliament” was released at the
Constitution Club of India.

In his speech, Rahul said:
“Whenever I judge a politician,
the first thing, most important
thing I look for is consistency.
Doesthe personbelieve in some
ideas, maintain those ideas con-

Rahul Gandhi and Akhilesh Yadav during MDMK chief Vaiko’s book
launch function in New Delhi on Tuesday. ANIL SHARMA

sistently, or does the person say
one thing one day, another
thing the next day ... another
thing the third day. And Mr
Vaiko hasbeen amongthe most
consistent parliamentarians in
our country. He holds a consist-
ent position, does not compro-
mise... the position is clear.”
Rahul added, “Students are
on the streets ... in severe pain,

they don’t have work, they are
asking for fairness in exams,
they are asking foran education
system that works, and on the
other side we have the Prime
Minister who is forgiving them.
Whoishetoforgivethem?Idon’t
know. Where he gets the idea
that he has the right to forgive
the future of India, Idon’t know,
butthat’swhat he choosestodo.

And behind the thinking of the
Prime Minister, and behind the
thinking of his colleagues, and
particularly the RSS, is a very
dangerousand causticidea. The
idea that this country is not an
expression of the many.”

The senior Congress leader
thanked Vaiko for his service to
the country, sayingthatitwasan
honour tobe at the launch ofhis
book. “Heisaninspiration forall
of us,” he said.

Amongothers presentat the
event were Samajwadi Party
chief Akhilesh Yadav, Tamil
Nadu Education Minister A
Rajmohan, TMC MP Sagarika
Ghosh, Congress leaders P Chi-
dambaram and Manickam Ta-
gore, besides former Jammu
and Kashmir chief minister Fa-
rooq Abdullah, CPIM general
secretary M A Baby, CPI general
secretary D Raja, Shiv Sena
(UBT) leader Sanjay Raut, RJD
leader Manoj Kumar Jha, and
NCP-SP leader Supriya Sule.

Govtto SC: 2-stage JEE

format for NEET-UG
under consideration

Ananthakrishnan G
New Delhi, August 4

THE CENTRE has informed
the Supreme Court that the
authorities concerned are con-
sidering whether the NEET
(UG) examination for medical
courses should be held in a
single-stage or in two stages on
the pattern of the JEE for en-
gineering courses.

The government said thisin
an affidavit filed Monday be-
fore the top court which is hear-
ing petitions on the need for re-
forms in the National Testing
Agency (NTA) framework to
prevent question paper leaks.

The affidavit, which out-
lined the security protocol as-
sociated with the conduct of
the NEET (UG) exam, said “in
respect of NEET (UG), the mi-
gration from the Pen-and-
Paper mode to a Computer-
Based mode, whether in a
single-stage or a two-stage
examination on the pattern of
the Joint Entrance Examin-
ation (Mainsand Advanced), is
presently under active con-
sideration by all stakeholders™.

The Centre said “the final
approach will be adopted after
considering, and with the
benefit of, the recommenda-
tions of the High-Powered Task
Force under the chairmanship
of Shri Nandan Nilekani” con-
stituted recently.

It said “the composition of
the Task Force, with domain
expertise drawn from technol-

EXPLAINED

Exam reforms,
tougher laws

The task force on exam
reforms, headed by Nandan
Nilekani, was announced by
the PM aday after students
called off their protest over
paper leaks. The government
hasalso established fast-
track courtsand broughtina
tougherlawtodeal with
thosebehind theleaks.

ogy, space, intelligence, aca-
demia and public administra-
tion, ensures a rigorous and
holistic examination of the
technological, security, equity,
infrastructure and pedagogic
dimensions of the transition”.

The Centre pointed out that
the NTA “has, in the recent
past, migrated seven of its eight
major examinations to Com-
puter-Based Testing, with a
multi-session,  multi-day
schedule. These include JEE
(Main), CUET (UG), CUET
(PG), UGC-NET and CSIR-
NET” and “NEET (UG) pres-
ently remains the only major
examination of the National
Testing Agency that is con-
ducted in the Pen-and-Paper
mode”.

The affidavit said “it is im-
perative to point out that NEET
(UG) is a sui generis examin-

ation on accountof amultitude
of factors including its scale,
spread, spectrum of candi-
dates, the wide and diverse
spectrum of options contin-
gent on the rank upon passing
(ranging from MBBS, Dental,
Ayush, Veterinary, Nursing)
and the fee structure. There are
over 22 lakhs registered candi-
dates, with a majority of rural
candidates and majority of
women candidates. The fig-
ures and statistics of the NEET
(UG) examination reflect its
one-of-a-kind status”.

The Centre said “in view of
the fact that NEET (UG) is con-
ducted on behalf of the Minis-
try of Health and Family Wel-
fare, which acts as the Test
Indenting Agency, and that the
National Medical Commission
isthe apexregulator, any struc-
tural change in the design of
NEET (UG) will be undertaken
onlyinstructured consultation
and concurrence of the Minis-
try of Health and Family Wel-
fare and the National Medical
Commission, under the Na-
tional Medical Commission
Act, 2019,

The Centre said it “also re-
mains committed to providing
candidates with adequate ad-
vance notice of any change in
the mode or design of the
examination, so that any tran-
sition may be smooth, equi-
table and free of avoidable
stress to the candidates™.

The Court will take up the
matter on August 6.

Hit by projectile, Indian vessel sinks near
Yemeni waters; 14 seafarers rescued

Express News Service
New Delhi, August 4

AN INDIAN ship with 13 Indian
seafarersonboard sank after get-
ting hit by a projectile near Ye-
meni waters. All 14 seafarers
were rescued by the Yemeni
forces.

Union Shipping Minister Sar-
bananda Sonowal said, “Indian
MSV Faize Noore Oliya hasbeen
hit by a projectile near Yemeni
waters, causing the vessel tocap-
size and sink... India strongly

| condemns this unprovoked at-

tack on the defenseless mechan-
ised sailing vessel. The safety of
our peopleisour supreme prior-
ity &Iamrelieved to inform that
ALL14seafarers(including13In-
dians) have been safely rescued
by the Yemeni Coast Guard and
brought to the Port of Mokha.”
The minister added, “I have
instructed the Director General
Maritime Administration
(DGMA)totakeimmediate steps
in coordination with all agencies
toensure the absolute security of
Indian seafarers in the region
and provide all necessary assis-

tance to the rescued crew.”

In a statement, the Ministry
of External Affairs (MEA) said,
“We condemn the attack on the
Indian flagged commercial
vessel, MSV Faize Noore Oliya
that sank in the Red Sea, off the
coast of Yemen on August 4,
2026. All13Indian nationals have
been rescued... Our Embassy in
Riyadhisclosely monitoringthe
situation and proactively coordi-
nating with the Yemeni author-
ities for the safety and security of
the crew. We thank the Yemeni
authorities for their support.”

Karni Sena: Police water cannon
action led to protester’s death

HamzaKhan
Jaipur, August 4

THE KARNI Sena on Tuesday
alleged that a protester died of
injuries sustained in police ac-
tion during a rally they took out
in Jaipur on Monday to de-
mand rollback of the new UGC
regulations. The outfit has de-
manded action on the guilty per-
sonnel while warning of more
intense protests, including a
gherao of the CM residence and
a Rajasthan bandh, giving a 7-
day ultimatum.

Talking tojournalists, Mahi-
pal Singh Makrana, the na-
tional president of the Shri
Rajput Karni Sena (SRKS), de-
manded Rs 1 crore compensa-
tion for the family of deceased
DevrajSingh, agovernmentjob
for one of his family members,
and suspension of personnel
behind the water cannon and
cane charge.

Slamming the police action,

former CM Ashok Gehlot ac-
cused the BJP government of
adopting a “dictatorial atti-
tude.”

The SRKS, backed by other
upper-caste outfits, was taking
out the Savarna Nyay Yatra
with therollback of The Univer-
sity Grants Commission (Pro-
motion of Equity in Higher
Education Institutions) Regu-
lations, 2026, being one of their
chief demands. Before the pro-
test, Makrana had led what he
claimed was a “24 day and 800-
km long march” to press for the
demands.

However, asthe police tried
to stop them from proceeding
further through barricades on
Monday, the protesters clashed
with personnel, leading to
some persons, including Devraj
—asper SRKS — sustainingin-
juries.

“Water cannon was fired at
women without any warning.
Kids as young as seven were

Visionary educationist who left alegacy in healthcare, sports too

Express News Service
Pune, August 4

FORMER GOVERNOR and
education pioneer D Y Patil
died in Kolhapur Tuesday. He
was 90. Widely recognised in
Maharashtra as "Shikshanma-
harshi,” or visionary educa-
tionist, Patil, who served as the
Governor of Tripura and Bihar,
left an enduring legacy across
the fields of education, health-
care, and sports.

Dnyandeo Yashwantrao
Patil began his political career
with the Congress party, but
later stepped away from active
politics to focus on education.

He served as the mayor of
Kolhapur from 1957 to 1962,
and was elected as an MLA
from the Panhala constituency
in 1967 and 1972.

Born on October 22,1935, in
Ambap, a small agrarian vil-
lage in the Kolhapur district,

he carved a niche for himself
primarily in the education
field.

In 1983, he established the
Ramrao Adik Institute of Tech-
nology (RAIT), the first engin-
eering college in Navi Mum-
bai. The Patil family runs
engineering colleges, a medi-
cal college, and a school in
Pimpri-Chinchwad and Pune.

As many as three deemed
universities, 6 private univer-
sities, and more than 180 edu-
cational institutions operate in
cities such as Kolhapur, Mum-
bai, and Pune underthe DY
Patil Group.

In recognition of his con-
tributions to education and so-
cial service, he was honoured
with the prestigious civilian
award, the Padma Shri, in 1991.

The D Y Patil Stadium in
Navi Mumbai is named after
him. He is survived by four
sons and a daughter.

DY PATIL
19352026

As leaders from various
political parties paid tributes
to Dr D Y Patil his son, Satej
Patil, Congress MLC said the
family haslost their biggest
support.

"My father, Padmashri Dr D
Y Patil (Dada), passed away
today at 11:08 am in Kolhapur
atthe age 0of 91. He was my big-
gest support. His entire life was

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

devoted to social service. He
took education to the lowest
strata of the society and lived a
life full of values and prin-
ciples. He was a man of prin-
ciples and a true patriot for
whom country came first,"
Satej Patil said.

The Congress MLC said
with his father's departure, the
sheltering banyan tree of their
lives has fallen.

"Our strongest pillar has
fallen. Throughout his life,
Dada connected with people,
lit the lamp of education in the
lives of millions of students,
and made social service the
goal of his life. He instilled in
us the values of living as a
good human being. His affec-
tionate, loving hand, his re-
assuring words, and his teach-
ings on living by values will
forever remain our ultimate
treasure... It is impossible to
express these feelings in

words," he said.

Paying tributes, Chief Min-
ister Devendra Fadnavis said
Dr Patil revolutionised the
education sector. "The news of
the passing of Padma Shri DrD
Y Patil, founder of the DY Patil
Group and former Governor of
Tripura, Bihar, and West Ben-
gal, is extremely sad," he said

Beginning his journey as a
grassroots worker, he prog-
ressed to important constitu-
tional positions, serving twice
as an MLA and later as the
Governor of various states.

"He made invaluable con-
tributions to revolutionising
the education sector and
bringing educational oppor-
tunitiesto ordinary and needy
students in society. Starting
from a small school, his jour-
ney is truly astounding. The
reach of his work expanded to
include around 200 institu-
tions, diverse types of univer-

Kolkata

sities, and thousands of stu-
dents, especially through the
establishment of colleges of-
fering diverse courses such as
medical, engineering, phar-
macy, and architecture, along-
side modern facilities, he elev-
ated not only his educational
group but also the reputation
of Maharashtra, he said.

MPCC chief Harshavard-
han Sapkal said Dr Patil pro-
vided millions of students
with the opportunity for gain-
ing knowledge.

"Dr Patil carved out an in-
spiring journey, rising from a
farming family to become an
educationist, a Mayor, an MLA
and a Governor. He upheld the
tradition of public service in
his public life, while through
the institutions he builtin the
education sector, he provided
millions of students with the
opportunity for knowledge,"

he said.
N |

cane charged; women and the
elderly too were lathi-charged.
We are saddened that dueto a
strike from the same water can-
non, our OBC brother Devraj
Singh, who had come to sup-
port us, was hospitalised and
(he) eventually passed away,”
Makrana said.

He said the Sena will sup-
port Devraj’s family financially
aswell; his Jaipur-based family
was handed Rs 11akh on Tues-
day evening. Other outfits, too,
have promised financial sup-
port to Devraj’s family, which
includestwo children —aged 5
and 7, respectively.

Karni Senaleaderstold The
Indian Express that Devrajwas
first admitted to a private hos-
pital and later referred to the
SMS hospital. Deepak Mahesh-
wari, Principal and Controller
of SMS Medical College,
though, said he has no knowl-
edge of such a case being
brought to the hospital.

Asaram gets
20-day parole,
HC slams panel
for denying relief

Jaipur: Two months afterit up-
held self-styled godman Asa-
ram’s life imprisonment in a
minor’s rape case, the Rajas-
than High Court Monday ap-
proved his request for a20-day
parole. It also criticised the
Jodhpur district collector-led
committee for turning down
his parole plea.

Abench of acting Chief Jus-
tice Sanjeev Prakash Sharma
and Justice Sanjeet Purohit
granted 85-year-old Asaram.

The counsel for Rajasthan
had placed before the HC the
minutes of the meeting by the
district collector in July. It was
pointed out Asaram is under-
goingtreatment and medical of-
ficer has issued no certificate
deeming him fit for release. ENS
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JAPAN’S CALL FOR CAREGIVERS

IndiatoJapan, via

Northeast

As arapidly ageing Japan looks overseas to plug a growing labour shortage,
youngsters in small towns across the Northeast are learning Japanese,
clearing skill tests and preparing to leave home for caregiving, agriculture jobs.

SUKRITA BARUAH follows their journey

FTER HER long days working

as a salesperson at a store in

Aizawl, managing her small

online business, and helping

her mother around the house,
Janet Lalnungsangi often curlsup with her
phone on a couch in their living room,
watching a Chinese movie on YouTube.
Butinstead of subtitles, she watches them
dubbed in Japanese.

“I should be watching Japanese films
really, but they are too ‘real life’ for me. Ilike
watching movies with drama and ro-
mance. My favourite storylines are where
characters are reborn,” she says, laughing.

Janet does this not just to unwind, but
also as preparation for the next phase of her
life. In March this year, the 33-year-old,
who has a BA degree in Home Science,
cleared her language and skill exams to
qualify towork as a caregiver at an institu-
tion in the Japanese city of Fukuoka. Sheis
now waiting for her Certificate of Eligibility,
a document required for long-term resi-
denceinJapan, and hopestobe abletojoin
theinstitution by October. While she waits,
she continues to work full-time to be able
to afford the costs of documentation and
relocation, while also squeezingin the time
to practise her primary-school-level Japa-
nese by watching movies and having con-
versations with ChatGPT.

Faced with arapidly ageing population,
Japan has turned to foreign workers to
make up for severe labour shortages in 16
fields, including nursing care, manufactur-
ing of industrial products, and food & bev-
erages. In 2019, the country introduced a
new status of residence, ‘Specified Skill
Worker’, that allows blue-collar foreign
workers to get aworking visa in the country
for up to five years. For this, they have to
pass a Japanese language test and a spec-
ified skills exam in the chosen domain.

‘I missed chilli in my food’

Janet is among a growing number of
people from Mizoram and other Northeast
Indian states who are hoping to qualify as
caregiversinJapan under the programme.
Like her, many of them are young women
who aim to support their families and
younger siblings by moving out of home
and starting afresh in a “dream country”.

Japan and Japanese culture, from
anime to cosplay festivals, where young-
sters dressup astheir favourite anime char-
acters, are a big draw among the young in
the Northeast. Janet, too, loves films made
by Studio Ghibli, the Japanese animation
studio, and names My Neighbour Totoro as
one of her favourites.

Janet’s family of four lives in a rented
apartment in a buzzing Aizawl neighbour-
hood. Her father, who worked as a driver
and a carpenter, passed away a few years
ago, and one of her younger brothers works
as adriver while the other is still in school.
She describes her mother C Lalrinmawii,
61, as her “close friend”.

“It is very common for people to earn
something like Rs 10,000 a month from a
job here, so I also run a business selling in-
duction stoves, steamers and mosquito
nets over WhatsApp and Facebook. But
with the new job in Japan, hopefully, in
about three months, I should be able to
send a good amount of money home,” she
says. Janet hopes her move to Japan will
help her work towards her “biggest dream”
— ahome for the family.

More than 4,000 kilometres away, 27-
year-old Serene Malswami is living that
dream. Now in her third year of working as
a caregiver in an old-age home in Kana-
zawa, the capital city of Ishikawa Prefecture
in central Japan, Serene, a nursing grad-
uate, moved there as an SSW or ‘Specified
Skill Worker’ when she was 24.

Much before she landed in Japan, Ser-
ene had set her heart on the country. She
had grown up watching anime on the chan-
nel Animax, with Attack on Titan her fa-
vourite series. “Our local cable channel
aired Studio Ghibli dubbed in Mizo lan-
guage and Iwatched all of them,” she says,
speaking on the phone from Kanazawa.

Yet, when shelanded, Japan felt very dif-
ferent from home. Having grown up with
close community bonds — “In Lunglei, I
knew everyone” —in Kanazawa, she didn’t
see even her neighbours for the first six
months. Thankfully, she says, she had for
company her cousin whoworksinthe same
senior living home and shares the apart-
mentwith her. “Work’s good... wedoalot of
talking, but when we get home, it’s lonely
because noone’scomingaround,” she says.

She also took her time adjusting to food.
“Everything is so sweet! I really missed
some chilli in my food.” But the toughest
was her struggle with the language.

“We studied and learned Japanese back
inIndia, but that was basic school-textbook
level. To actually speak on a daily basis with
peopleinJapan was a completely different
thing. At first, we couldn’t actually under-
stand what they were saying and would

e Japaninthe

Northeast

Besides opening
employment doors to
people from the
Northeast to meet
Japan’s labour
shortage, the country
has also been active
ininvesting inthe
geographically
strategic regionin
recent years. Many of
the investments have
been financed
through Official
Development
Assistance (ODA)
loans of the Japan
International
Cooperation Agency
(JICA).

ROADS: Highway
infrastructure, in the
form of the ‘North
East Road Network
Connectivity
Improvement
Project’, is a key area.
In June 2026, JICA
announced an
investment of

Rs 1,592 crorein
three major corridors
in Meghalaya —
Dhubri-Phulbari
Bridge to Selsella
Simbukolgre; Selsella
Simbukolgre to
Goeragre, and
Shillong-Dawki Road.

SEMICONDUCTORS:
JICAissettobe
involved in Assam’s
semiconductor
ambitions with Tata
Electric’s
semiconductor
assembly and testing
facility in the state
expected to
commence
production this year.
Finance Minister
Jayanta Mallabaruah
announced in the
Budget that the state
government would
launch an ‘Assam
Semiconductor
Ecosystemon
Manufacturing and
Innovation’ (A-SEMI)
project in partnership
with JICA. Last
month, Japanese firm
Toho Koku
Seisakusho Co.
signed an MoU with
[IT Guwahati for
collaborative
research and
academic exchange,
especially in
semiconductor
manufacturing.

HEALTHCARE: JICA
has extended loans
for the development
of a Super-Specialty
Cancer and Research
Centre in Mizoram, a
Medical College
Hospital in Nagaland,
and acomprehensive
‘Assam Health
System
Strengthening
Project.

simply smile most of the time. But people
at the workplace were good to us. They
would speak slowly and in simple Japanese
so that we could follow them,” she says.

By her third month in Japan, Serene
had settled down. She now buys dal from
anIndian store that she chanced upon, has
travelled to Tokya, Osaka and other parts
of the country, and goes on hikes in the
countryside around Kanazawa on her days
off. After a few months on the job, her Ja-
panese too improved considerably.

The work, she says, is not easy and the
shifts can be long, including 17-hour night
shifts on some days. But it all felt worth-
while when she started sending money
home to her parents and younger siblings.

As a trained nurse working in Lunglei,
Serene says she earned Rs 15,000 a month.
“Now I am able to send Rs 50,000 to
Rs 60,000 every month, which is a lot for
us. Here, I manage tolive acomfortablelife.
I buy things I like, and travel when I have
time off from work,” she says.

In March, when she visited her family
in Mizoram’s Lunglei town for the first time
since she left, everything felt different.
“The food we had, the social gatherings, it
all felt so different already,” she says.

AdooropensintoJapan

As Japan confronts low birth rates and
anageingsociety, it grapples with crippling
labour shortages in several sectors.

In a 2016 research paper on demo-
graphic change, policy researchers Akim
Enomoto and Hannes Bublitz wrote, “...For
every Japanese teenager under 15, there will
be three seniors aged 65 years-plusin 2040.”

Referring to the “2040 problem”, econ-
omist Oguro Kazumasa wrote that popula-
tion projections indicate “that the working
population (aged 20 to 64) will decrease
from 66.34 million in 2025 to 55.42 million
in2040... This projection indicates that the
Japanese economy could face serious la-
bour shortages unless Japan proactively ac-
cepts immigrants.”

It’s this population pressure that saw
Japan introducing the SSW residence
status in 2019, opening an organised path-
way for blue-collar foreign workers to geta
working visa in the country.

In March this year, Japan’s Immigration
Services Agency and Ministry of Health,
Labour & Welfare stated that the country
expected to accept 8.051akh Specified Skill
Workers by the end of March 2029. The
highest demand for workers under the SSW
programme is in industrial product manu-
facturing (1.99 lakh), manufacture of food
& beverages (1.33 lakh) and nursing care
(1.261akh). By March 2029, Japan is also ex-
pected to accept another 4.26 lakh foreign
workers under the training-based Employ-
ment for Skill Development (ESD) pro-
gramme to be launched next year, replac-
ing an earlier Technical Intern Training
Program (TITP). At the end of 2025, there
were 3.9 lakh with SSW statusin Japan and
4.56 lakh with TITP status.

India accounts for asmall slice of this for-
eign worker pie, and the Northeast even
smaller. According to data from Japan’s Im-
migrant Services Agency, Chinawas the for-
eign country with the most number of resi-
dents, across different categories, in Japan
atthe end 0f2025(9.31akh), followed by Viet-
nam, South Korea, the Philippines and
Nepal. As of December 2024, there were
53974 Indian nationalsresidingin Japanand
in August 2025, the Indian Ministry of Exter-
nal Affairs announced a joint “aspirational
target of the exchange of more than 5,00,000
personnel in both directions in the next five
years, including 50,000 skilled personnel
and potential talents from India to Japan”.

As SSW and other programmes open a
door, young people in small towns in the
Northeast are starting to fill up classrooms
to learn Japanese and prepare for the tests
that promise a pathway into Japan. The op-
portunity comes knocking either through
placement agencies that come to colleges
or when they hear from friends who are al-
ready working in Japan.

Over the last few years, state govern-
ments in the Northeast and government
universities in the region have backed this
employment pathway. In October last year,
the Assam government announced a pro-
gramme subsidising SSW training fees for
an initial batch of 180 students, as well as
their relocation if they get placed. A Japa-
nese Language Centre was started at Ma-
nipur University this year for language and
skills training for the SSW pathway, with an
initial capacity of 250 students. Mizoram
University and the state’s Labour, Employ-
ment, Skill Development & Entrepreneur-
ship department have signhed MoUs with
training centres to facilitate this pathway.

Mizoram Minister of Labour, Employ-
ment, SKkill Development and Entrepre-
neurship PuLalnghinglova Hmar says that
the state government sees the SSW as a
“good opportunity” for the youth. “Since
this is about migrating for work, we make

sure they are going through proper, legal
channels, with proper documentation.
Japan is a good place to go for our young
people,” he says. He calls it a “win-win situ-
ation”. “Japan hasademand with its ageing
population. India, and Mizoram, with its
young population is able to deliver the ser-

vices they are looking for.”

Lifein ‘dream country’

At a training centre tucked behind a
café in Aizawl, two batches of students turn
up five days a week for four-hour classes.
The centre, run by Japan Centre of Excel-
lence (Jaceex), a private organisation that
provides training and facilitates place-
ments in Japan, offers classes for the Japa-
nese language test and the skills test.

Since last year, when the centre was set
up, 14 students have been placed asSSWin
Japan —10 of them as caregivers.

Rajeev Gupta, the founder of Jaceex
that also has centres in Manipur and
Assam, says they have facilitated the move-
ment of 52 youngsters — 45 women and
seven men — to Japan since 2023, most of
them from Manipur and Mizoram.
Another 75, he says, are currently in train-
ing across Jaceex’s centres.

The fee for the training course is
Rs 75,000. Once students clear the SSW
exam, there are additional charges for
placements and getting the documenta-
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tion done.

The 43 students at the Aizawl centre
range from fresh college graduates to
people with some years of experience work-
ing outside Mizoram.

At 21, Mawi, who is from the Indo-
Myanmar border town of Moreh in Ma-
nipur, hasalready accumu-
lated a world of
experiences. She was an
undergraduate student in
Moreh College when the
conflict between Manipur’s
Meitei and Kuki-Zo com-

@SERENE_MALSAWMI/INSTAGRAM

(Top to bottom) Serene Malswami posesin
front of the Tsiitenkaku tower in Osaka,
Japan; at the centre in Aizawl, Mizoram,
where students are training for an exam
that will qualify them for jobs in Japan;
Janet Lalnungsangi (centre) and her friends
Zuali (on the left) and Zaui (right) are set to
move to Japanin October

go as expected.

She briefly worked as a domestic worker
in Noida, then in a guest house in Guwa-
hati. After these experiences, Mawi —
lively, well-spoken, and affectionately
teased by herlanguage class batchmates as
the “brightest” among them — says she is
clear that she wants to work and grow in “a
professional environment”.

While the numbers headed to Japan are
still nascent, Gupta of Jaceex believes that
the demand for workers, especially in care-
giving, “where the work is person to person
and cannot easily be automated”, far ex-
ceeds the number of students who are
training and moving.

Vanlalruata Ralte, who runs the Aizawl
centre, says, “There is a lot of demand for
girls in caregiving jobs, but many families
here are hesitant to send their daughters
away. But the interest is slowly growing. It
helps that it is easier for people from here
to assimilate in Japan because of our physi-
cal characteristics.”

David, 40, isamong those training at the
Aizawl centre. After years of trying to land
on his feet, the MBA degree holder from a
private institute in Sikkim is now hopingto
work as an agriculture worker in Japan.

Having grown up on a diet of Japanese
media and ‘samurai culture’, David says he
has always longed to visit Japan. But if he
isleaving home, it’s only because of the lack
of employment opportunitiesin Mizoram.

“Everyone aims for government jobs. I
have written all kinds of exams, from the Mi-

zoram Civil Service to Group
o B officer roles, but I haven’t
cracked any. I've done ad-
ministrative work under
government projects on a
contract basis. But none of
those got regularised, so1

munities began in 2023. = . now run a small laundry
“Itwas my grandfather’s : v Ei;-q *  Dbusiness here,” he says.

dream for me to become a I | ] )

graduate but the college + . th P lanmng afamily

stopped functioning prop- - - vacation’

erlyin2023. When that hap- - " With her daughter pre-

pened, I started working as 2. — paring to leave in a couple

an assistant teacher in
schools, but they paid very little, just a few
thousand rupees. In normal times, the
most obvious place to go looking for work
would have been Imphal, but that was not
possible because I'm Kuki. I'm the eldest of
four siblings and need to support my
family, soIleft Moreh last year,” says Mawi.
Anemployment agency placed herasa
live-in domestic worker with a family in
Hong Kong, but she returned to India less
than six monthslater because things didn’t

Kolkata

of months, Janet’s mother
Lalrinmawii calls parting with her a “sacri-
fice”. What gives her comfort is the belief
that Japanis a safe place. Besides, she says,
“Caringfor the elderlyis very good work. It
is like a missionary job, helping people.”
The mother and daughter are already
discussing the possibility of the family visit-
ingJanet after three years. “We are thinking
of a family vacation. It’s very exciting. We
sittogether and talk about it every evening,.
It’s something to look forward to.”
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Extradition push:
274 fugitives

returned to
India since 2021

Mahender Singh Manral
New Delhi, August 4

INDIA HAS brought back 274
fugitive criminals from 36
countries since 2021, marking a
sharp escalation in extradition
and deportation efforts.

The Centre has made there-
turn of fugitives a national pri-
ority, combininglegal reforms,
international cooperation, in-
telligence coordination and
technology-driven tracking to
pursue offenderswanted in ter-
rorism, organised crime, nar-
cotics, cyber fraud, financial of-
fences and serious crimessuch
as murder, rape and offences
under the POCSO Act.

Amit Shah, minister of
Home Affairs, has repeatedly
described fugitive offenders as
a challenge linked not only to
law and order, but alsotoIndia’s
sovereignty, economic stability
and national security,a MHA
spokesperson said in a state-
ment.

“Before 2014, India’s
extradition framework was
marked by outdated proce-
dures, limited treaty coverage
and weak inter-agency coordi-
nation. India then had extradi-
tion treaties with only 37 coun-
tries, while around 110
extradition requests were
pending. Between 2004 and
2013, India secured the extradi-
tion of only four fugitives ayear
on average,” the spokesperson
said.

The Fugitive Economic Of-
fenders Act, 2018, was among
the first major steps to address
this gap. “The law allowed
authorities to proceed against
economic offenders who had
fled the country and to attach
and confiscate their assets...”
the spokesperson said.

After 11-month ordeal, 32-yr-old

Rafikul Biswas was detained in
Bengaluru on suspicion of being a
‘Bangladeshi’, case continued even after
West Bengal certified he was a resident

Mustafa Plumber
& Atiya Firdos
Bengaluru, August 4

THE ORDEAL of over 11
months of Bengaluru-based
Rafikul Biswas ended finally on
Tuesday after the Election
Commission told the Karna-
taka High Court that the EPIC
(voter I-card) issued to him
after the Special Intensive Revi-
sion (SIR) held in the state was
“genuine”, and that his family
had been residing in India for
“generations”.

Detained on the suspicion
of being a Bangladeshi national
in September last year, Biswas,
32, spent two months in deten-
tion, only getting out on medi-
cal grounds. He has struggled
to prove his identity since, de-
spite the West Bengal govern-
ment certifyingthat heisanIn-
dian, and him and his family
clearingthe arduous SIR testin
the state.

On Tuesday, Justice Suraj
Govindaraj took on record the
memo filed by Additional Chief
Electoral Officer, West Bengal,
and quashed the detention
order against Biswas, saying, “...
the Foreigners Regional Regis-
tration Office (FRRO) would
not have anyjurisdiction onthe
petitioner and the order (deten-
tion) dated 29-08-2025, would
not be sustainable”.

Biswas told The Indian Ex-
press: “I couldn't be happier. It

UP ASSEMBLY MONSOON SESSION

SP pushes for debate
on donation ‘theft’,
BJP says no party
worker named by SIT

Maulshree Seth
Lucknow, August 4

AFTER THE Samajwadi Party
sought an urgent debate on
Tuesday in the Uttar Pradesh As-
sembly linking the ruling party
to the alleged theft of donations
at the Ram Temple in Ayodhya,
the BJP sought to distance itself
from the issue, saying no party
worker or leader was named in
the report of the Special Investi-
gation Team (SIT) probing the
purported embezzlement.

In its first clear response to
the Opposition’s allegations over
the controversy, the ruling party
accused the principal Opposi-
tion party of attempting to
“spread confusion” around the
issue.

The SP moved to bring the
issue — politically sensitive for
the BJP, which has placed the
construction oftheRam Temple
at the centre of its political and
ideological narrative — into the
Assembly, demanding an ur-
gent debate over the issue of
“faith”.

As soon as the House con-
vened on the second day of the
Monsoon session on Tuesday,
Leader of Opposition Mata Pra-
sad Pandey demanded an im-
mediate discussion on the al-
leged theft of donations,
demanding that the matter be
taken up before any other busi-
ness of the House.

Pandey questioned why an
issue involving donations of-

How Vijay may have given Udha

Arun Janardhanan
Chennai, August 4

FOR PERHAPS the first time in
his political life, Udhayanidhi
Stalin did notlooklike the son of
a former chief minister. He
looked like an Opposition politi-
cian.

Aspolice escorted himout of
his residence in Neelankarai on
Tuesday after remarks directed
at Chief Minister C Joseph Vijay
over the Cauvery water row, the
images were striking not be-
cause Tamil Nadu had wit-
nessed an arrest, but because of
the character in the frame.

Until recently, Udhayanidhi
occupied the safest address in
Tamil Nadu politics — MLA,
Minister, Deputy Chief Minister

fered by devotees to the Ram
Temple should notbe discussed
on priority and pressed the gov-
ernment for answers over the al-
leged thetft.

Speaker Satish Mahana,
however, rejected the demand
for an immediate discussion,
saying there was no urgency
warranting it. It was after the
Speaker’s rejection that the Op-
position party sharpened its at-
tack, withitslegislatorsentering
the Well of the House and re-
peatedlyraisingslogans, seeking
to turn allegations concerning
thedonationsintoadirectattack
on the BJP government.

It was against this backdrop
that Parliamentary Affairs Min-
ister and senior BJP leader Su-
resh Khanna responded to the
Opposition’s attempt to link the
party to the alleged thetft.

“Jo SIT report aayi hai, us-
mein BJP ke ek bhi vyakti, kisi
bhi karyakarta ko aaropi nahi
payagaya hai (In the SIT report,
not a single BJP functionary or
workerhasbeen named asanac-
cused),” Khannatold the House,
accusing the Opposition of try-
ingto create a “misleading politi-
cal narrative” around the inves-
tigation. “These people spread
confusion,” he said.

Meanwhile, SP MLA Sachin
Yadav, 42, was suspended by
Speaker Satish Mahana for the
entire session for displaying a
picture of CM Yogi Adityanath
during a protest against the al-
leged donation theft.

and political heir. Every chapter
ofhis publiclife unfolded within
the architecture of power pains-
takingly built over decadesby M
Karunanidhi and, later, by M K
Stalin.

Hardly three monthsago, he
walked into the Assembly not as
the deputy chief minister every-
one expected him toremain, but
as Leader of the Opposition.
Across the aisle sat Chief Min-
ister Vijay.

The two men have known
each other for years. Vijay was
Udhayanidhi’s senior at Loyola
College. Later, the relationship
continued inside Tamil cinema.
Vijay became the larger-than-
life star who built one of Indian
cinema’s greatest fan cultures
through nearly three decades

finally feelslike I belong. It feels
as though Bengaluru is mine.”

His advocate Clifton D Ro-
zario said: “Thisis an important
case, where a detention order
issued to an Indian citizen, on
the erroneousallegation thathe
is Bangladeshi, has been
quashed.”

Biswas worked as a school
bus driver and a scrap dealer
when he was detained by the
Bengaluru police, on allega-
tions that he was a Bangladeshi
national. Police produced a
birth certificate and an identity
document with Biswas’s photo-
graph, certifying him asa Bang-
ladeshi.

Daysinto his detention, Bis-
was was hospitalized following
aheart attack. On December 19,
he suffered from another car-
diac episode, and was released
on medical grounds.

On directions of the court,
enquiries were conducted by
the Superintendent of Police,
Krishnagar Police District,
Nadia, and Block Development
Officer, Nadia, in October 2025,
after which they said Biswas is
an Indian citizen by birth.

Duringthe SIR held in West
Bengal earlier this year, Biswas
got a fresh voter ID card along
with his other relatives.

In January this year, the
West Bengal government, then
led by the Trinamool Congress,
filed areport based on inquiries
by two different state agencies,

finally ruled as an ‘Indian’

During the SIR held in West Bengal earlier this year, Rafikul Biswas
got afresh voter ID card along with his other relatives. Express FiLE

saying that documents on rec-
ord as well as the fact that Bis-
was and his family had cleared
the SIR meant his claims of
being an Indian were right.
But, on July 14, Biswas ran
into another hurdle, when
counsel for the West Bengal
government sought time to
“seek instructions”, citing the
fact that there was a new party
in power in the state, namely
the BJP. “I have instructions
that the new authorities want
to review the document sub-
mitted before the court,” the
counsel said, adding that this
didn’t mean they would “be fil-
inga contradictory report”.
Not amused, Justice Govin-
darajslammed the West Bengal
government: “How many
times do you need time? Not
fair. You are wasting the court’s
time and everybody’s time.”
Rozario also contested the
government’s stand. “Can my

citizenship depend on the va-
garies of who is in power in a
particular state? This is ex-
tremely dangerous,” he said.

On July 23, Central govern-
ment counsel Aditya Singh,
representing the Foreigners Re-
gional Registration Office
(FRRO), submitted that dis-
crepancies remained in Bis-
was’s records. While his earlier
voter I-card mentioned hisdate
of birth as 1986, his new one
said itwas1994, Singh said, ad-
ding that the ECI be called to
clarify.

The Bench agreed, telling
the ECI to state if the voter I-
card produced by Biswas now
was genuine. Atthe sametime,
it observed: “Is your sub-
mission that the SIR conducted
is faulty?... If the SIR was con-
ducted properly and this is the
voter ID card issued, you are
bound by it, and we are also
bound by it. You cannot con-

by HC

tinuously make these sub-
missions... There has to be a
limit to something.”

The ECI’s submission on
Tuesday followed this hearing.

Adecadelostinaday’

While relieved that the
shadow over him haslifted, Bis-
was said that all that he had
built over the past decade in
Bengaluru was destroyed “in a
single day” when he was ar-
rested. “I used to work as a
school bus driver, and the
school removed me because
they believed I was a Bangla-
deshi,” he said.

His scrap godown and the
house he wasliving in were also
attacked, Biswasadded. “Those
who did sowanted metoleave.
They thought they would win if
Ileft. ButIbelonghere.Iaman
Indian.”

But, he was haunted by fear.
“I was afraid that police would
question me again or that
goons would attack me, my
family or friends. I had no
money. Somehow we sur-
vived... Rebuilding will take
years.”

Biswas also talks about his
acquaintances back home in
Bengal being “harassed” and
facing repeated questioningon
the suspicion of being Bangla-
deshis. “Today it was me; to-
morrow it could be one of my
friends.”

R Kaleem Ullah, the na-
tional vice-president of the All
India Shramik Swaraj Kendra,
said the High Court’s order had
restored justice to an innocent
man. “With Independence Day
approaching, Rafikul has one
more reason to celebrate. In
many ways, he has got his own
independence.”

Siddhivinayak Temple ‘theft: It began
with a probe into a VVIP queue racket

Apoorva Agashe
& Alok Deshpande
Mumbai, August 4

AS MAHARASHTRA is roiled
by its own temple theft allega-
tions, it may have allbegun with
something far smaller —a probe
into complaints that some
staffers of Mumbai’s Siddhivi-
nayak Temple were taking
money from devotees to slip
them into the VVIP ‘darshan’
queue.

The sum involved in the al-
leged scandal has since been
climbing, as the Opposition
spots an opportunity against the
BJP, which is already on the
back foot over the Ayodhya
temple donation theft. MNS
chief Raj Thackeray, who has
taken thelead, putsthe figuresi-
phoned off at “Rs 18 crore every
year”.

The authorities at Siddhivi-
nayak Temple - one of Maha-
rashtra's richest and most
visited, with thousands coming
daily and lakhs during festivals
—however, maintain that theac-
cused have been caught and the
theft checked.

Temple trustee Rahul
Londhe said they stumbled
upon the alleged theft when he
and other trust members, who
had taken overinlate 2023, were
scanning CCTV footage to
identify employees involved in
taking money for VIP darshan.
“We scrutinized several CCTV
cameras and found that some
employees were stealing from
the donation box. We alerted the
police and they arrested the ac-
cused,” Londhe said.

and around 70 films.
Udhayanidhi entered films
later, producing and acting in
roughly 20 films under the Red
Giant banner, often portraying
the amiable urban everyman
rather than the invincible mass
hero. Those who know them say
Udhayanidhi always addressed
Vijay with the deference re-
served for a senior.
Yetthearrest, whichcomesa
daybefore the Assembly session
issettobegin, tellsanother story.
The FIR invokes a wide range of
provisions, including criminal
conspiracy, promoting enmity,
obscenity, criminal intimida-
tion, provisions of the Tamil
Nadu Prohibition of Harass-
mentof Women Act, and the In-
formation Technology Act.

A view of the Siddhivinayak Temple in Mumbai. AkASH PATIL

Earlier this year, he added,
suspicions rose again as the
trustees were puzzled by the fact
that donation collections re-
mained flat even as devotee
numbers rose.

Shiv Sena leader and Trust
President Sada Sarvankar told
The Indian Express that they
observed the donation figures
for months before he and
another trustee, Bhaskar Shetty,
decided to approach the Anti
Corruption Bureau for help.
“Vishwas Nangre-Patil, who
was in-charge (of the bureau at
that time), provided us with a
few men to inspect the possibil-
ity of theft.”

While they didn’t find any-
thing suspicious initially, Sar-
vankar said, they kept up their
vigil on the advice of the investi-
gators. The focus was narrowed
tothe weekly donation counting
process, he said and soon, dur-
ingonesession,a CCTV camera
was found blocked.

yanidhi

In March this year, temple
employee Rajendra Pendurkar
was caught allegedly removing
cash fromadonationboxkeptin
the priests’ room, while auth-
orised representatives were ab-
sent. Further scrutiny, the
trustees said, revealed that sev-
eral otheremployees were doing
the same. “Itisimpossible that a
single person will work on this
alone. We traced the racket and
found eight others... Along with
these, another 19 employees
have been suspended for activ-
itiessuch astakingmoneytogive
quickdarshanetc,” Londhesaid.

An FIR regarding this was
registered at Dadar Police Sta-
tion on March 20. Police subse-
quently recovered Rs 80,000
and said CCTV footage showed
individuals repeatedly remov-
ing cash from a small donation
box over about 10 days. The
eight people who were arrested
are out on bail, with a charge-
sheet filed in the case.

Former Tamil Nadu deputy chief minister Udhayanidhi Stalin being
greeted by supporters after his arrest in Chennai on Tuesday. pri

The controversy itself did
not begin with the arrest, how-
ever; it began with Udhaya-
nidhi’s own words.

Addressing a protest over
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the Cauvery dispute, he criti-
cised the government for failing
to secure Tamil Nadu’s share of
water. Then came the inter-
ruption from the crowd shout-

The trust believes the
“racket” was running for atleast
six months before it was de-
tected, an inference Londhe
said they drew from the rise in
donation collections after the
scam was uncovered.

On paper, the process to se-
cure donations is elaborate.
Around 30 donation boxes are
opened weekly, on Wednesdays.
Eachisthen sealed with the sig-
natures of the financial officer
and the executive officer; emp-
tied under a senior adminis-
trative officer's supervision;
counted in the presence of select
employees, a government-ap-
pointed deputy executive of-
ficer and bank representatives;
and finally, the cash deposited
inabank immediately after.

The figure of Rs 18 crore an-
nual theft is contested by the
temple, neither doesitappearin
either the March 20 FIR or the
chargesheet. RajThackeray’sar-
gument is that weekly dona-
tions before the alleged theft
was detected were below Rs 50
lakh. After the arrests and
tighter monitoring, these re-
portedly rose to around Rs 1.5
crore. His sum is an extrapola-
tion of that roughly Rs 1 crore
weekly jump, over a year.

Police sourcessaid thatasfar
as they are concerned, the
matter is over. “We arrested
eight individuals, all had si-
phoned off Rs 10,000 each. A
chargesheet hasbeenfiled.Ifthe
temple trust feels the case needs
to be re-investigated, they can
approach the court,” asenior of-
ficial at the Dadar Police Station
said.

ing the name of an actress
widely associated in public con-
versation with Vijay.

Udhayanidhi smiled, and
then allegedly passed a sexually
suggestive remark. He quickly
issued aclarification, butitonly
amplified the laughter.

The protest had assembled
around farmers, water and one
of Tamil Nadu’soldest interstate
disputes. Within seconds, the
conversation had shifted from
the Cauvery to innuendo.

Political wit is a dangerous
instrument. When it succeeds,
it punctures power. When it
fails, it punctures the serious-
ness of the issue it seeks to de-
fend. The Dravidian movement
has never been uncomfortable
with earthy political language.

Kolkata

‘No third-party
insurance, no fuel’:
SC asks Centre for
vehicle pilot project

Ananthakrishnan G
New Delhi, August 4

THE SUPREME Court on Tues-
daysaiditis “shocked” tolearn
that nearly 56% of all vehicles
plying on Indian roads do not
have valid insurance, and
asked the governmenttoplana
pilot project to link fuel for ve-
hicles at petrol pumps with
their insurance status.

A bench of Justices Sanjay
Karol and P K Mishra said the
direction should “be enforced
through the Ministry of Road
Transport and Highways
(MoRTH) and IRDA (Insurance
Regulatory and Development
Authority of India).

The court was hearing an
appeal which flagged lack of
compliance with Section 146 of
the Motor Vehicles Act, 1988,
which requires all vehicles to
have a valid insurance policy
covering third parties. The
bench also considered whether
there should be a uniform
motor vehicle policy structure
covering all occupants of a ve-
hicle, in addition to the statu-
torily mandated coverage of
third-party risks.

Writing for the bench, Jus-
tice Karol said: “As deliberated
uponin court, theIRDA in con-
sultation with the MoRTH to
deliberate and evolve a pilot
project whereby fuel for ve-
hicles tobelinked with valid in-
surance status. In the absence
thereof, the vehicle concerned
would be refused fuel at petrol
pumps until such time that
valid insurance is obtained.”

The court said “the benefit
therein is two-fold” — it will as-
sist in identification of unin-
sured or unregistered vehicles

and also prompt the owners of
these vehicles to ensure that
they have valid insurance
status. “Such projects would
ensure ground-level com-
pliance with the statutory man-
date of Section 146 of the MVA,”
said the bench.

The bench said this may be
done through the use of ANPR
(Automatic Number Plate Rec-
ognition) cameras and noted
that “the Ministry of Petroleum
and Natural Gas has, in prin-
ciple, noobjection to the same”.

The court further directed
that “a pilot project be imple-
mented allowing citizens to ver-
ify insurance status, and ulti-
mately assist in the
implementation of the statu-
tory mandate under the MV
Act”. The bench said this will
allow citizens to know whether
thevehicle theyare travellingin
orsending goods in or transpor-
ting employees has valid insur-
ance and also allow for prompt
reporting of uninsured vehicles.

The bench noted that
though it had issued directions
in July 2018 mandating pur-
chase of third-party insurance
for three years for new carsand
five years for two wheelers at
the time of purchase/registra-
tion of new vehicles, a large
number of vehicles remained
uninsured even though eight
years had passed.

The courtsaiditis “inthein-
terest of road safety that the
period be enhanced by one
year” and “directed that hence-
forth, third-party insurance for
four years for new cars and six
years for new two-wheelers be
required to be purchased”. It
asked IRDA to immediately
issue necessary directions.

Report: Only 30%
urban households
under AMRUT have
sewerage connection

Damini Nath
New Delhi, August 4

ONLY ABOUT 30 per cent of
urban households under the
Atal Mission for Rejuvenation
and Urban Transformation
(AMRUT), the Centre's flagship
civic infrastructure scheme,
have sewerage connection,
read a report presented by the
Parliamentary Standing Com-
mittee on Housing and Urban
Affairs on Tuesday.

Of the 11.32 crore urban
households, as per the City
Water Balance Plans (2025),
only 3.44 crore had sewerage
connections, while 2.84 crore
have septage systems.

“The data also revealed sig-
nificant inter-State variations
in sanitation infrastructure,
with Madhya Pradesh, Tamil
Nadu, West Bengal, Odisha,
Jharkhand and Bihar reporting
a greater dependence on sep-
tage systems than on sewer net-
works,” the report read.

Under AMRUT (2015-2021,
covering 500 cities) and
AMRUT 2.0 (from 2021 till now,
covering all cities), a total of 74
crore urban households have
been connected to sewerage
and septage systems, the report
further read.

The report of the commit-
tee, chaired by TDP legislator
Magunta Sreenivasulu Reddy,
also flagged the slow progress
of sewerage projects. Of the

For decades, its public meetings
were animated by platform
speakers who mixed ideology
with theatre, scholarship with
satire, and politics with the
idioms of everyday life. They
were not merely politicians but
performers, translating consti-
tutional questions into the lan-
guage of tea shops and village
squares.

But Udhayanidhi cannot oc-
cupythatrole. Heisnotatravel-
ling platform speaker warming
up a crowd before the principal
leader arrives. He is the Leader
of the Opposition and the prin-
cipal political heir of the Dravi-
dian movement itself. When he
borrowed thelanguage of a plat-
form performer, thejoke ceased
to be merely a joke; it became

59,261.67 km network that’s ap-
proved, only 27,418.87 km have
been laid so far.

“Out of the total 8,743 pro-
jects approved under AMRUT
2.0, only 594 projects, with an
approved cost of Rs 68,309.90
crore, pertain to sewerage and
septage management, ac-
counting for about 6.79 per
cent of the total number of
projects...only 104 (or 17.51 per
cent) have been completed,
while 398 (67 per cent) are still
under implementation,” the
report read.

“Further, 502 projects (84.51
per cent) have reached the
awarded stage and 38 projects
(640 per cent), involving an ap-
proved cost of Rs 7,564.03 crore,
remain atthetender stage,” the
report further read.

The data provided by the
Ministry also revealed that Rs
22,762.99 crore out of the total
Rs66,059.53 committed as cen-
tral assistance has been re-
leased so far.

The committee recom-
mended that the Ministry set
up adatabase of existing sewer-
age network, functional status
and household connectivity
gaps, and carry out periodic as-
sessments. It also recom-
mended that manual cleaning
of sewers and septic tanks
should be eliminated.

The AMRUT 2.0 mission
period has been extended till
March 31, 2027.

what dynasty never could

the defining image of a protest
that was meant to be about the
Cauvery.

The criticism that followed
came not merely from rivals but
also from political voices out-
side the government. Even
some who strongly opposed the
arrest questioned whether the
remark itself had diminished
the dignity expected of the office
he now holds.

For years, Udhayanidhi’s
critics argued that his political
life had been too protected. That
criticism may no longer hold.

For Tamil Nadu, that may be
the larger story. Not that the
former deputy CM was arrested.
But that the heir has finally
begun the slower, lonelier edu-
cation called Opposition.
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Tobecome next
UN chiet, getting
‘PS5’ onboardis key

=
EXPERTEXPLAINS

MANJEEV SINGH PURI

FORMER AMBASSADOR OF INDIA
TO THE EU AND NEPAL

THE UNITED Nations Security Council (UNSC) held its
first “straw poll” on Thursday for choosing the next Sec-
retary-General of the UN (UNSG), whose five-year term
would start on January 1, 2027.

Although the poll’s results weren’t announced, three
candidates from Latin America are believed to have scored
well: CostaRica’s Rebeca Grynspan, an economist who
heads UN Trade and Development (UNCTAD); Carolyn
Birkett, Guyana’s Permanent Representative to the UN;
and Rafael Grossi from Argentina, who is director general
of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA).

Appointment process

The UNSC consists of 15 members: five permanent
members (P5) — China, France, Russia, the UK, and the
US — and 10 non-permanent members elected for two-
year terms by the UN General Assembly.

Straw pollsis a UNSC process which doesn’t disclose
the name of the voting member-state. The slips carry the
name of the candidate and UNSC members note
“encourage”, “discourage”, or leave them blank. While
thisround didn’t distinctly mark the slips as belonging to
the PS or non-permanent
members, the slips of the
PS5 will be coloured inthe
upcomingrounds. Draw-
inga “discourage”
coloured sslipindicatesa
likely PS veto.

Of course, views of
countries can change, as
repeated straw polls are
conducted until thereisa
clear candidate with nine
encourage slipsand no
coloured “discourage”
slip, thatis, support of the
majority in the 15-member

THEU.N.CHARTER

® The UNSG’s appointment s
governed by Article 97 of the UN
charter: ‘the Secretary-General
shall be appointed by the General
Assembly upon the recommen-
dation of the Security Council’.

® The Security Council’s pri-
macy in this processis clear. It
forwards one name to the Gen-
eral Assembly for endorsement.

UNSC and no veto.

The appointment of the UNSG is governed by Article
97 of the UN charter: that “the Secretary-General shall be
appointed by the General Assembly upon the
recommendation of the Security Council”. The primacy
of the UNSC in this process is clear: it forwardsjust one
name to the General Assembly for endorsement.

Candidatesinthefray

Considering the current UNSG, Antonio Guterres, is
from Portugal and his immediate two predecessors were
from Asia (Ban Ki-moon of South Korea) and Africa (Kofi
Annan of Ghana) respectively, the expectation is that this
time, the choice will fall on someone from Latin America
and perhaps awoman, as none have held the position.

Other candidatesinclude Michelle Bachelet, former
President of Chile; Maria Espinoza, former Foreign Min-
ister of Ecuador; Macky Sall, former President of Senegal;
and Olara Otunnu, a former UN official from Uganda. Can-
didates need to be endorsed by at least one member-state,
though not necessarily by their own country.

The three candidates who are said to have done well in
the first straw poll are from countries with good relations
with the Donald Trump administration in the US. This is
particularly important but the othersin the PS5, particu-
larly China and Russia, may have their own views.

For instance, Grossi has had to deal with sensitive nu-
clearissues attheIAEA. Ashead of UNCTAD, Grynspan
appearsto have been able to positively leverage develop-
ing countries on the UNSC, while Birkett would have
benefited from a certain camaraderie from fellow
Ambassadors as a Permanent Representative.

Consideringthere’s no bar on the entry of more candi-
dates as the process unfolds, success in the end may not be
with the strongest candidate in terms of multilateral and
diplomatic qualifications, but one who can surmount the
biggest hurdle — a certain acceptability with all of the P5.

* ECONOMY

Cut, hike, hold: How RBI
decides monetary policy

UbIT MISRA
THE MONETARY policy committee (MPC)
of the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) will un-
veil its next policy statement today.

Once every two months, the RBI’'s MPC
sits down to take stock of India’s economy
and decide whether it wants to change the
interest rates prevailing in the country.

Most economists and observers expect
the RBIto “maintain astatus quo” oninter-
est rates. The lack of any change in the
rates, however, should not detract from the
fact that economies around the world are
facing a fairly unprecedented level of un-
certainty. Even when a central bank de-
cides to do nothing, as it were, it bases its
decision after considering several factors.

What'’s the point of RBI monetary
policy reviews?

Like all central banks, the RBI too is
charged with the responsibility of main-
taining stable pricesin the economy. It does
this by targeting the retail inflation rate at
4% (with acomfort band of two percentage
points on either side).

The RBI’s research has shown that this
is the ideal rate of inflation that promotes
sustained economic growth. If the inflation
rate remains persistently higher than 4%,
it erodes the purchasing power of con-
sumers. If it stays persistently below 4%, it
weakens the profit incentive of producers.

The main tool with which the RBI tries
to achieve this 4% inflation target is by
tweaking the interest rate it charges when
itlends money toIndia’scommercial banks
to meet their short-term needs. This inter-
est rate is called the “repo rate”.

When the RBI evaluates that economic
growth is weak and inflation rate is falling
below its target, it reduces the repo rate —
making it cheaper for commercial banks to
borrow. When the cost of their own borrow-
ing falls, commercial banks cut the rate at
which theylend to the rest of the economy
— be it a consumer seeking to buy a car or
a businesswoman looking to start a firm.
This is how the RBI incentivises economic
growth while maintaining price stability.

When the RBI sees inflation rate going
up too high — either because there is too
much demand for goods and services or be-
cause thereistoolittle supply —itraisesthe
repo rate to dampen demand. A repo rate
increase triggers banks to raise interest
rates, thus forcing many to give up their de-
mand for a new car or a new business.

e AVIATION

o Retail inflation creepingup

CHART 1: Consumer Price Index, or retail inflation (v-0-y % CHANGE)

e Retail inflation

=== RBI’sinflation target

Most economists expect a ‘status quo’
on interest rates this time. But even
when RBI chooses to hold the course, it
does so after weighing several factors

» Reporate steadily coming down

CHART 2: RBI'sreporate, or the interest rate at which it lends to banks (in %)
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Whatare the factorsithasto consider?

In any meeting, the RBI has three
choices: hike interest rates, cut interest
rates or maintain status quo.

On the face of it, the RBI targets the re-
tail inflation rate. That, of course, is the
main variable on which it bases its decision.

Chart 2 shows retail inflation has risen
through 2026 and is now just above the 4%
target, even though it is still within the RBI
comfort zone of 2% to 6%. Chart1showsthe
movement of the repo rate over the same
period. Butlooking at just headline inflation
is not enough. As things stand, one can
argue forarate cut: afterall, inflation is close
to the target level and well within the com-
fort zone even as economic growth is ex-

pected toslow down. Or, for arate hike, since Rate
inflation is steadlly rising up over the past actions by
few months. But since the effect of a repo
rate tweak takes time to percolate through key central
the economy (often several months), a cen- 111(
tral bank hasto consider many other factors. banks

In many ways, the RBI has to continu- Asof July, US
ously assess not just where growth and in- Fed, European
flation are at present but where they will be Central Bank,
inafewmonths. Hereisa lis:t of some of the Bank of Japan,
other key factors that RBI is likely to take
) . ; . and Bank of
into account in its deliberations. tand all

1.CRUDE OIL PRICES: Higher crude prices Englanda
don’t just raise domestic inflation but also maintained
worsen India’s trade deficit, hit exchange ~ status quoonthe
rate, increase government debt and bring rates in their
down econqmic growth. Thanks to the economies.
shaky ceasefire between the US and Iran,
crude oil prices continue to swing wildly ®
from one week to another. But, crucially, This brings
since the middle of June when the peace down the
deal was signed, crude oil prices have gone

. pressure on the

up by around 11%. If the RBI expects crude hil
oil prices toremain high or possibly even go RBI'to hikerates.
higher,itmay considerraisingratesor,atthe e  s——

very least, keep rates higher for longer.
2.US-IRANHOSTILITIES: The same argu-
ment applies here as well. If the war con-
tinues, supply of energy will remain con-
strained and prices will continue toremain
elevated. This is more so because apart from
the Strait of Hormuz, now even shipping
through the Red Sea has come under threat.
Such an assessment will likely singe any
plans within the RBI to cut interest rates.
3. MONSOON, EL NINO, INFLATION: Re-
gardless of what happensto crude oil prices,
there is another big threat to domestic in-
flation in the form of El Nifo. EI Nifio con-
ditions are likely to intensify in the coming
months. As of end-July, rainfall is 13%
below average and more than 40% of area
in the country remains in the deficient cat-
egory. Water reservoir levels are consider-
ably lower than what they were at the same
stagelast year. These can affect rabi sowing.
Food inflation was already well above
5% in June and these developments may
tilt the RBI towards either raising rates or
keeping them at the same level.
4.QUALITY OF GROWTHMOMENTUM: All
central banks have to balance between con-
trolling inflation and promoting economic
growth. Further, while deciding on its rate
policy, the RBI concernsitself notjust with
the level of growth but also assesses the
quality of growth momentum. Itis entirely
possible that the growth rate in the past
year or the last quarter was strong enough
but there are emerging signs of weakness.
To assess this, the RBI looks at the pic-
ture painted by a whole host of high fre-
quency indicators. For instance, asarecent
report from Bank of Baroda notes, “high
frequency data for quarter ending June
2026 indicates that airline passenger traffic
(including domestic travel), rail freight traf-

fic, diesel consumption, GST e-way bill gen-
eration growth, all slowed compared with
June 2025”. On the other hand, “port cargo
traffic, telecom subscribers, vehicle regis-
trations and GST collections have main-
tained upward momentum” in the same
quarter (April, May and June).

Clearly, the high frequency indicators are
painting a mixed picture of the economy.

A mixed picture suggests that the
underlying growth momentum is uneven
—thatis, itisnot the case that every sector
islooking up. This, in turn, has akey policy
implication: The RBI will have to be cau-
tious about raising interest rates.

If all sectors were doing well, the RBI
could be tempted to raise rates in the hope
that the underlying growth momentum is
robust enough to take an interest rate hike
in its stride. But if growth is not broad-
based, arate hike can also hurt several sec-
torsthat were in any case not doing as well.

5. ACTION OF OTHER CENTRAL BANKS:
Typically, interest rates in India are higher
than the interest rates in the developed
countries such as the US and euro area be-
cause the inflation rate is also higher. This
gap between the two interest rates often
playsabigrolein attracting global investors
toinvestin India via the bond market (a mar-
ketwhen money islentand borrowed), thus
providingmoney that isborrowed by Indian
companies as well as the government.

As such, if other central banks raise in-
terest rates, there is pressure on the RBI to
follow suit and protect India’s attractiveness
asan investment destination for debt funds.

Butthereisaflipsidetoo. Higher interest
rates also raise the cost of borrowing for
everyone inthe economy, especially the gov-
ernment. An increase in interest rates can
hurt the government’s debt calculations.

Air India mishap: To avoid turbulence injuries, stay strapped in

Sukalp Sharma
New Delhi, August 4

AN AIR India aircraft encountered severe
mid-flight turbulence Tuesday while flying
from Thailand’s Phuket to New Delhi, ex-
periencing asudden drop of about 300 feet
and resulting in injuries to some of the pas-
sengers and cabin crew members.
According to the airline, 17 people — 13
passengers and four crew members — were
taken to the hospital for medical evalu-
ation, though the injuries didn’t appear to
be too serious. The incident is being inves-
tigated by India’s aviation safety regulator.

Aroutineoccurrence

Turbulenceisanirregular motion of the
air resulting from circular whirls of air, or
eddies, and vertical air currents — updrafts
and downdrafts. Its severity can range from
a few minor bumps during the flight to the
aircraft tossing around with rapid and harsh

changes in altitude, which can lead to in-
juries to those on board and also result in
structural damage to the plane in rare cases.

Turbulence is a routine occurrence
worldwide with scores of flights encounter-
ing it to varying degrees on a daily basis.
Some of it may be near the ground, when
strong winds around the airport can cause
turbulence as aircraft take off or land, or at
higher altitudes, where an updraft or down-
ward flow of air in storm clouds can trigger
some turbulence as planes fly through or
near them. Turbulence also occurs on the
edges of jet streams — strong, fast, and nar-
row air currents that circle the globe.

While turbulence is common, serious
injuries caused by it are rare, and fatalities
even more so. But there have been excep-
tions: for instance, one passenger died
while several flyers and crew members sus-
tained injuries when a Singapore Airlines
jet was hit by sudden and severe turbulence
over Myanmar in May 2024.

Akitudeand
attitude

@ Lightturbulence
could seeslight

as per the horizon.

may trigger more
notable changes.

out of control. In

control’.

erraticchangesinthe
plane’s altitude and
attitude — orientation

Moderate turbulence

® Severeturbulence
could see the aircraft
momentarily going

extreme turbulence,
the planeis ‘practi-
callyimpossible to

With the explosive growth in air traffic
over the past few decades, along with the
impact of global warming and climate
change, the incidence of severe turbulence
— particularly the difficult-to-predict clear
air turbulence (CAT) — has grown, studies
show. CAT occurs outside of clouds and
usually above the altitude 0f 15,000 feet.

Morefrequent and severe

The worrying aspect is that climate
change could make turbulence more fre-
quent and severe. A 2023 study by re-
searchers from the University of Reading
(UK) and the UK Meteorological Office,
found large increasesin CAT between 1979
and 2020 around mid-altitudes and aircraft
cruisingaltitudes. Over the North Atlantic,
severe-or-greater CAT duration rose over
55 per cent in the four-decade period.

Reporting similar increases in turbu-
lence all over the world, the study said the
increase is almost certainly the result of cli-

mate change. The researchers also esti-
mated that severe turbulence would in-
crease in frequency more than light or
moderate levels of turbulence.

Safety protocol

Even when severe turbulence is the pri-
mary trigger for an accident, there could be
multiple contributory factors, including
poor training of crew and inadequate dis-
semination of weather or wind related in-
formation. The US Federal Aviation Admin-
istration suggests using operating
procedures and training to prevent injuries,
promote communication and coordination,
and gather data and review the carrier’s his-
tory of turbulence encounters and injuries.

Asapassenger, it is best to keep the seat-
beltfastened at all times, unless unavoidable,
like when using the lavatory. Most seriousin-
juries are caused when turbulence dislodges
the passengers from their seats, and the only
way to prevent it is to be strapped in.

® | EGAL

Why SC expanded scope of domestic cruelty law to women in live-in relationships

Vineet Bhalla
New Delhi, August 4

EXPANDING THE protection against do-
mestic cruelty under criminal law, the Su-
preme Court has ruled that such protec-
tion, ordinarily given to married women
under Section 498A of the erstwhile Indian
Penal Code (IPC), extends to women in live-
in relationships as well, provided the
couple shares an “intent to marry”.

Since the IPC has now been replaced by
the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS), thejudg-
ment will likely apply to the corresponding
BNS provision: Section 85. The judgment,
delivered on Monday by a bench of Justices
Sanjay Karol and N Kotiswar Singh, recogni-
ses that women facing cruelty in domestic
settings cannot be denied the protection of
criminal law merely because they have not
undergone a formal marriage.

Thelegal position until now
Section 498A of the IPC penalises a hus-

band or his relatives for subjecting a
woman to cruelty. Because the provision
explicitly uses the word “husband”, its ap-
plication was traditionally restricted to
legally valid marriages.

Over the years, the Supreme Court ex-
panded this definition to cover such men
whoinduced awoman into amarriage that
is legally void or voidable — for instance,
by hiding a previous subsisting marriage
— holding that such men cannot claim that
they were not a “husband” to escape pros-
ecution for cruelty.

This was what had transpired in the
present case as well. The accused man ap-
proached the courts to quash a Section
498A case filed by his partner, arguing that
since he was already married to someone
else, his relationship with the complainant
was not a valid marriage. The Karnataka
High Court rejected this argument, ruling
that when “a man induces a woman to be-
lieve that she is lawfully married to him,
and thereafter subjects her to cruelty, [he]

cannot be permitted to evade criminal re-
sponsibility on the plea that no valid mar-
riage existed in law.” Thisled him to appeal
to the Supreme Court.

Beyondvoid marriages

The Supreme Court could have dis-
missed the appeal by relying on the estab-
lished precedent regarding void marriages,
but the bench took up the broader question
of whether a man in a live-in relationship
can be prosecuted under Section 498A.

Thejudgment, written by Justice Karol,
adopted a “purposive interpretation” of the
law, noting that since the original objective
of Section 498A was to deter domestic
cruelty, the law must adapt to changing so-
cial realities, observing that “cruelty, any
which way, does not check at the door,
whetherthe houseitentersisthatof amar-
ried woman or not”. The court reasoned
that if a woman faces cruelty from her
partner, it makes no logical sense to offer
her the protection of criminal law if she is

married, butdeny itif sheiscohabitingbe-
fore marriage. This distinction, it said, “has
no rational nexus with the object of pre-
venting domestic violence and is as such
offensive to Article 14 of the Constitution
of India”, which guarantees the fundamen-
tal right to equality.

Why the DV Act is not enough

Duringthe hearings, both the petitioner
and the Union government argued against
expanding Section 498A, pointing out that
unmarried women are already protected
under the Protection of Women from Do-
mestic Violence (DV) Act, 2005, since the
Act expressly covers not just married per-
sons but also those “related...through a re-
lationship in the nature of marriage”.

The Supreme Court rejected this argu-
ment on the basis of the fundamental dif-
ference between the two laws. The DV Act,
it pointed out, is primarily a piece of civil
legislation providing remedies like main-
tenance and protection orders. The court
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said that equating it with Section 498A
would be a “misstatement of law” because
“the import of civil and criminal law is dif-
ferent” since “[o]ne has almost singularly
civiland monetary consequences, whereas
the other is backed by the force of criminal
deterrence”.

‘Intent to marry’is crucial

To determine which live-in couples get
this protection of criminal law, the Supreme
Court borrowed the concept of a “relation-
shipin the nature of marriage” from the DV
Act. The court clarified that a “relationship
in the nature of marriage” isa narrower legal
subset of a general “live-in relationship”.
Relying on a 2013 judgment by it, the court
reiterated the features of such arelationship,
which include pooling financial resources,
sharing domestic arrangements, having a
sexual relationship, and holding themselves
out to society as being akin to spouses.

Monday’s judgment, however, added a
caveat for the application of Section 498A:

Kolkata

The couple must, in addition to the above,
also have the “intent to marry”.

This is because, according to the court,
while many relationships “may meet all the
requirements tobe a ‘relationship in the na-
ture of marriage’, the partners might
choose never to enter matrimony. When
this intent is absent, the court held, the re-
lationship should not be equated with mar-
riage for the purpose of invoking a penal
provision and its “long list of adverse con-
sequences”.

“Those relationships that are in the na-
ture of marriage and also have the requisite
intent to marry are the closest to marriage
itself, and it is those relationships that shall
be entitled to the protection of [Section
498A],” the court ruled.

The judgment noted that the initial
burden of proofto establish this intent will
lie on the female partner seeking the law’s
protection. Butit did not lay down specific
parameters for how thisinternal “intent™is
to be legally recognised.
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Computers are useless.

They can only give you answers.
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In struggle forjustice,
astory of impunity

FTER BRIJ Bhushan Sharan Singh’s acquittal by a

Delhi court in the sexual harassment case filed by six

women wrestlers, Vinesh Phogat, one of the complain-

ants, said in asocial media post: “We have not given up
hope and the wrestlers will continue their fight.” The hope forjus-
tice has, from the beginning, been theload-bearing feature of the
struggle to pursue the case against the former Wrestling Feder-
ation of India chief — he was also the BJP MP from Kaiserganj
when the accusations surfaced. Hope forjustice fueled their vigil
at Jantar Mantar when they began their agitation in 2023; it
helped them weather institutional indifference until Singh was
forced to resign from his position and a case against him was fi-
nally registered by Delhi Police in April that year. And hope is
what will see them through the daysto come as they appeal Mon-
day’sverdict. Yet the story of this caseisnolonger only about one
individual or one verdict. It is about the extraordinary resilience
required of those seeking accountability when the accused oc-
cupies a position of power, and about the special endurance de-
manded by ajustice system that often seemsto test the survivors
as much as the allegations they bring before it.

Thewrestlers’ fight tellsalarger story of entrenched impunity.
The defining images of the protest bear witness to it: Wrestlers
sleeping on the footpath as they protested againstlack of progress
inthe case; their march towards Parliament thatended with them
being dragged away by the police; and the haunting sight of dec-
orated athletes standing on the banks of the Ganga in Haridwar,
saying they would immerse their medalsin the river. Most sexual
harassment cases have arduous trajectories. The twistsand turns
of the case against Singh — including a report by a government-
appointed oversight committee that was never made publicand
the withdrawal of a complaint under the POCSO Act — have
underlined how much more difficult it is to pursue such com-
plaints when there is an overwhelming imbalance of power.

The episode also reveals why so many women hesitate to
come forward in the first place. It is not simply the fear of being
disbelieved;itis the knowledge that the process itself can become
a punishment, with years of recounting traumatic experiences
before multiple authorities, public scrutiny, political hostility and
institutional delay, only to find that justice remains elusive. Irre-
spective of this case'slegal outcome, the larger question raised by
the wrestlers’ struggle remains unresolved: How many times
must survivors tell their stories before institutions respond with
sensitivity and urgency?

Udhayanidhi’s arrest
is TVK’s own goal

HE REMARKS made by former Tamil Nadu Deputy

Chief Minister and current Leader of Opposition Ud-

hayanidhi Stalin about a female actor are misogynistic.

The DMK has said that party supremo Stalin's son was
only criticising the Vijay-led government on the Cauvery water
issue, but that explanation cuts little ice — his words carried a
double entendre. Theimmediate weaponisation of the police and
law and order machinery by the TVK government against Ud-
hayanidhi is also problematic — he was arrested a day after his
remarks, on a formidable array of charges, including criminal
conspiracy, promoting enmity between groups, provokingriots.
This rush to target a political opponent by a strong-armed state
points to the blurring of lines between government and party. It
reeks of a familiar politics of vendetta in Tamil Nadu. For a new
government still trying to establish that it represents abreak from
the past, this is a misstep. That Madras High Court ordered Ud-
hayanidhi'srelease is welcome. But the episode raises questions.

Actor-turned-politician Vijay rode a popular wave to office on
the promise of providing a departure from politics-as-usual under
the DMK-ATADMK duopoly that has marked Tamil Nadu for dec-
ades, even as he signaled affinity with key figures of the Dravidian
movement such as Periyar. The heavy-handed use of state ma-
chinery against the Leader of Opposition is reminiscent, however,
of dismal episodes featuring his predecessors — the dramatic
midnight police swoopdown on M Karunanidhi during Jayalali-
thaa rule in 2001, for instance. The police has claimed, after the
MadrasHC order, that it merely wanted to question Udhayanidhi,
buttheslewof chargesinits FIR, filed with alacrity after the ruling
party's complaint, suggests otherwise.

Intheinterval between Udhayanidhi's statement and the po-
lice action, his words were condemned across the political spec-
trumand by large sections of civil society. That should have been
the beginning of aconversation on abroader coarsening of politi-
calrhetoric. Instead, the story isnow one of executive overreach,
with the DMK accusing the government of using the police to
settle political scores. That's an own goal by a party and govern-
ment on which many in Tamil Nadu pinned hopes for change.

L.oveme
like Al does

T CARRIES the pathos of a 21st-century tragedy, and an in-
dictment even of modern dating. The machine, it appears,
isacingthe game oflove. Given the overwhelming response
to Al companionship, Chinahasintroduced regulations for-
bidding chatbots from cultivating emotional dependence, ban-
ning virtual romances with minors, and requiring companies to
issue alertswhen users display signs of emotional distress. These
measures are not merely about taming an emerging technology.
Against the backdrop of an ageing population — China's popu-
lation declined for the fourth consecutive year in 2025, while the
birth rate fell to a historic low — they also reflect an attempt to
nudge people back towards relationships rooted in the real world.
Yet that is easier said than done. Al companions are engin-
eered to be infinitely patient and emotionally fluent; unlike
human beings, they possess the miraculous ability tosay the right
things at the the right moment. Not for them the awkwardness
of forgotten birthdays, bitter misunderstandings, and tetchy ex-
changes that begin with “we need to talk”. The algorithm offers
companionship stripped of inconvenience or the uncomfortable
possibility of rejection. In societies where loneliness is increas-
ingly pervasive, such frictionless intimacy becomes formidable
competition for the imperfect business of loving another person.
Chinaisnotaloneingrapplingwith thisreality. Statessuch as
New York and California in the US have introduced measures
requiring chatbots to periodically disclose that they are not
human. Such safeguards acknowledge a truth: As artificial com-
panionship grows more persuasive, the real contest may not be
between humans and machines, but relationships that demand
vulnerability and those that promise affection without risk.

become rituals. Worse, they
canbecomealibis. Seven years
ago, Article 370 was abrogated,
and the state of Jammu and
Kashmir was reduced to two Union Terri-
tories. The constitutional argument around
itisover. Thelaw that Parliament passed re-
ceived theimprimatur of the Supreme Court
and hasattained a measure of political final-
ity. The bigger question is: Did the 2019 in-
tervention achieve what was promised?

Three principal rationales were given in
2019 for the abrogation and downgrading of
the state of Jammu and Kashmir. First, that
Article 370 had taken on a psychological res-
onance well beyond its legal purport. It fed
the idea of conditional integration and in
doingsonurtured separatism. On thisscore,
the record is significant. The separatist lexi-
con has clearly lost much of its sheen. The
Hurriyat exists only on paper. Apart fromthe
occasional sermon delivered by the Mirwaiz
from the pulpit at Jama Masjid, little of the
once all-pervasive separatist combine sur-
vives. Political parties that forecast a consti-
tutional apocalypse have resumed electoral
politics and elections are increasingly inclus-
ive. Cycles of mass agitation once common-
place, the ecosystem of hartals, shutdowns
and street violence that routinely brought
life in the Valley to a halt have significantly
abated, if not ended.

The absence of an uprising, however, is
not the presence of belonging. Integration
cannot be judged merely by quiet streets,
tourist arrivals, cultural festivals, or the Na-
tional Song and National Anthem being
sung with ritualistic precision. Does the
citizen fully feel that this is his or her re-
public, too: Equal, responsive, and un-

Second, the arrangement held the prom-
ise of strengthening nationalist political S
forces while allowing the state to deal more g i
aggressively with cross-border terrorism and v
home-grown militancy. Thereisnodenying
the substantial security gains. Terrorist net-
works have been disrupted; the organisa-
tional sinews of violence, much of it fuelled
from across the border, have been - rightly
— dealt with ruthlessness. Targeted Killings
continue, however, tobe areminder that op-
erational stability is not yet political certainty.
The Pakistan-sponsored terrorist attack on
Baisaran in Pahalgam last year was just one
reminder of that.

Nolesssignificant, the Assembly election
in 2024, the firstin 10 years, returned the Na-
tional Conference to power. August 2019, and
the delimitation that followed, did not yield
the political realignment that was either ex-
pected or would have served the Centre’s
purposes best. That the Union government
gracefully accepted the verdict of pollsitdid
not win tells you something that noamend-
ment to the Constitution can — Indian elec-
toral democracy functions in Jammu and
Kashmir, and its sovereignty there isnot con-
tingent on winning elections. Contrast that
with the manipulated governance structures
in POJK, and the massuprisingand
repression being unleashed across
the LOC.

Third, direct central rule was
also meant to cleanse the state of
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The biggest concern is the
youth. For years now Jammu
and Kashmir has reported one

may have temporarily increased account-
ability, but the emergency dispensation has
been allowed to settle into permanence.
Thereisnow an elected Chief Minister and
cabinet in Jammu and Kashmir. But
powers are scattered between them, the
Lieutenant Governor and New Delhi. The
Lieutenant Governor cannot be held ac-
countable at the polls; the chief minister
canbut does not have the authority of a full
state government. Both positions are dim-
inished by this arrangement.

I spent much of my summer vacation
this year in Srinagar, which once ranked
among the most liveable cities in India.
Today, traffic is a nightmare, construction
unregulated, public spaces being systemati-
cally reduced, and the air citizens breathe is
toxic. Smart cities are not made by decor-
ative pavements or Instagram-worthy build-
ing facades while the citizen cannot move
freely or breathe with dignity. Today, Srina-
gar isbeing mutilated in the name of devel-
opment. If this is normalcy, it is normalcy
without governance.

The biggest concern is the youth. For
years now, Jammu and Kashmir has re-
ported one of the highest youth unemploy-
ment ratesin India, much higher than the
national average. This is not just
an economic crisis. It is poten-
tially a political and social time-
bomb. Employment in the state
needs to be treated as a national

iong— entrercllched net'Fwor.ks of pa- ofthe highest youth 1sbeculrity isszl.e alrlld got yet arzlothelr
ronage and corruption, improve . ureaucratically disguised wel-
governance, and deliver develop- upemployment ratesin fare programme.

mentonthegrounddirectlyfrom  1ndia, much higher than the The continued exile of Kash-
New Delhi without local interfer- national average miri Pandits from the Valley re-

ence. Itis here that the promise of

mains a profound test. No claim of

fied, until acommunity that was driven out
byterror can returnin safety and dignity. Re-
turn must not mean segregated colonies or
merely employment “packages”. It must be
voluntary, and allowed to reclaim real, politi-
cal, cultural, educational and social spacein-
stead of being announced by the govern-
ment as yet another administrative
“achievement”. Kashmir without its Pandits
is diminished; Pandits without the promise
of being able to return to Kashmir remain
prisoners of memory.

None of this is to deny what was gained.
The permanent-resident regime that 35A en-
trenched — women forfeiting property on
marrying outsiders, the refugees of 1947
stateless in all but name — created what was,
in practice, ahierarchy of citizenship within
asinglerepublic.Itisgone, and itsdefenders
never did explain why autonomy required
it. That is a real achievement, and it is pre-
cisely why the rest matters so much.

And that is why statehood can no longer
be postponed. Itis nota concession to separ-
atism; it isthe completion of integration. The
Centre made it clear that the UT arrange-
ment was meant to be temporary. The Su-
preme Court recorded the assurance that
statehood will be restored at the earliest.
Elections have since taken place. Thereisan
elected government in place. Continuing to
withhold statehood now will eat into the
achievements of 2019. It demoralises those
who participated in elections, estranges as
many in Jammu as in Kashmir, and turns
what was meant tobe atemporary provision
into a breach of trust.

The writer is dean, SIS, JNU and former
Vice-Chancellor, University of Jammu
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Matt Damon’s
Odysseus joins

protagonists,
burdened by

endurance, a

imagination of
what stoicism

OR ALL its monsters, divine
retribution and shipwrecks,
Odyssey has always been a
poem about an ordinary
human longing: The desire to
) A go home. But homecoming is never a

simple reversal of departure — time trans-
PAROMITA forms both the place one leaves behind
and the person who left it. And so, every
return arrives with an element of es-
trangement. One can cross the threshold
of one’s own house and still arrive as
a stranger.

Which is why watching Christopher
Nolan’s The Odyssey feels oddlyunfulfil-
ling. It is spectacular in its ambition, op-
eratic in its vision of an extraordinary
man overcoming impossible odds to re-
claim his place in the world and at home.
Unlike most Nolan films, it even allows its
women their moments of assertion. But it
leaves little emotional imprint because it
refuses to engage with Odysseus in his
complexity — notwithstanding the tra-
vails of hisjourney or the ravages of time,
the Odysseus who returns to Ithaca after
20longyearsin the filmis essentially the
same man who left it.

In the London Review of Books, classi-
cist Emily Wilson, whose 2017 feminist in-
terpretation of Odyssey has been cited by
Nolan as one of his chief source materials,
writes, “Nolan’s Odyssey lacks many of
the elements that make the poem great. It
has nothing convincing to say about time,
memory, history, war, or about the rela-
tionship between one warrior’s glorious
return and the lives of his family, adver-
saries, comrades, friends and neighbours.
Itlacks psychological, emotional, political
and ethical depth.”

Wilson’s review has drawn criticism,
including from writers such as Joyce
Carol Oates, for being dismissive — es-
pecially as a translator — of alternative
readings of the classic. Butitis difficult to
ignore her critique altogether. The point
of an adaptation has always been to en-
gage with the question: What does this
story mean now? But, as with most of his
films, be it Memento (2000), The Dark
Knight (2006), or Oppenheimer (2023),
Nolan reads the Homeric epic as a story
of masculine perseverance.

Yet Odysseus is more than the sum
total of his greatness. In every telling and
every translation, he is a great man. But
his charisma is matched by his manipu-

the familiar
gallery of
Nolan

destiny,
morally
serious,

defined by

Hollywood

entails

Nolan’s Odysseus remains
unchanged, weremainunmoved = complicates Gazaroadmap

lation, his compassion by his propensity
for startling brutality. And, as with all
epics born of oral tradition — and this is
perhaps why Nolan’s interpretation feels
inadequate — he is also a storyteller.
Homer invites us to admire his hero's in-
genuity, but also to wonder what kind of
a narrator he is. Odysseus survives not
only because he is extraordinary but be-
cause his greatness precludes the ability
toshape anarrative: What to reveal, what
to conceal and how to cast himself in the
best possible light. In that, both the epic
and its hero are post-modern. Both are
fascinated with the narrative itself, with
the act and art of recounting the adven-
tures at its core.

It makes Odyssey a poem about
narrative authority, about whose account
gets accepted as truth and whose voice is
dismissed. The Homeric epic never
entirely separates storytelling from
self-mythologising. Much of Odysseus’s
adventures are revealed through his own
telling. He is a man whose greatest talent
lies in persuading others, and perhaps
even himself, of the justness of his ac-
tions. He is the story’s most accomplished
spin doctor. It is this that makes the epic
profoundly contemporary. We live in an
age obsessed with narratives, with the
idea of curated identities and personal
brands. Questions about who controls the
story increasingly determine who con-
trols power and Homer asks, again and
again, not who is the strongest, but who
gets to tell the tale.

That complexity is largely absent from
Nolan’s version. Matt Damon’s Odysseus
joins the familiar gallery of Nolan protag-
onists, burdened by destiny, morally seri-
ous, defined by endurance, a Hollywood
imagination of what stoicism entails. The
result is an adaptation that is visually as-
tonishing but intellectually narrow.

The greatest epics hold out because
they throw up new questions for every
generation, even as they refuse to settle
into a singular interpretation. Nolan’s
film is a cinematic triumph, but in the
end, it is the story of an uncomplicated
man. It fails to move because it never
stops to ask who ultimately gets to decide
what home — and heroism — mean.

The writer is senior associate
editor, The Indian Express
paromita.chakrabarti@expressindia.com
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While
Netanyahu has
avoided
criticising
Trump’s
roadmap, his
far-right
coalition
partners have
been quick to
dismiss an IDF
withdrawal,
stating their
avowed policy
of Israeli
settlements

ationin Gaza. Though a ceasefire hasbeen in force since

October 10 of last year following the 20-point Trump

peace plan, acontinuous, low-intensity conflict has per-
sisted in Gaza. Additionally, while the supply of food and medical
aid to Gaza has increased, no progress has been made on recon-
struction. The movement of Gazans through the Rafah border
crossing into Egypt, its only outlet to the outside world, remains
restricted. Israel has expanded its physical occupation of Gaza’s
territory from the 53 per cent agreed upon under the ceasefire
framework beyond the Yellow Line, to more than 60 per cent.

While Hamas has managed to retain control over the 40 per
cent of Gaza’s territory where more than two million residents
are concentrated, the collapse of the local economy and the shut-
down of smuggling through the Egyptian tunnel network have
dried up itsrevenue generation. External funding has ground to
ahalt; its chief patron, Iran, is consumed by the war with the US,
Hezbollah’s operational capacity in Lebanon has collapsed, and
traditional donors like Qatar have been applying diplomatic
pressure. Left unable to pay the salaries of its cadre and with its
weapons stockpiles depleted by sustained Israeli attacks, Hamas
hashanded overlocal governance to the National Committee for
the Administration of Gaza and agreed to surrender its heavy
weaponry under a 15-point roadmap of the Board of Peace.

Besides elaborating how Hamas’s disarmament and the de-
commissioning of its military infrastructure will be linked to a
synchronised, phased withdrawal of IDF and clarifying that no
Palestinian weapons would be transferred to Israel or to any non-
Palestinian entity, the roadmap also contains some concessions
to Hamas. Hamas will be able to retain privately owned firearms
toberegistered and licensed by NCAG, in addition to the retention
of some of its police officers in the new setup, subject to vetting.

While Netanyahu has avoided criticising Trump’s roadmap,
his far-right coalition partners have been quick todismiss an IDF
withdrawal, stating their avowed policy of Israeli settlements in
Gaza. The NCAG, waitingin Cairo for about sixand ahalf months
to enter Gaza and assume governance, has still not been given
the necessary clearance by Israel. The requirement that member
nations contribute $1billion to secure aseat on the Board of Peace
appears to have made no meaningful progress either.

Any immediate progress seems unlikely as elections are
scheduled for October 27 in Israel. Netanyahu is trailing in the
opinion polls and is also facing intense internal threats from his
far-right partners. Having failed to prevent a potential agreement
between the US and Iran, it is almost impossible for him to agree
to specific territorial withdrawals, as he will not like to project
weakness to the electorate. Netanyahu was also hoping for
Trump’s endorsement during his recent trip to Washington, but
did not succeed. He was content in emphasising that it marked
his seventh meeting with the President in just a year and a half.

Thus, while Hamas’s agreement to disarm and relinquish the
administration of Gazais a critical milestone that place pressure
on Israel to reciprocate, subsequent progress is expected to be
rather slow.

INCE THE war in Iran began in February this year, the
world has largely lost its focus on the devastating situ-

The writer is former ambassador of India to Egypt and
former Permanent Representative of India to the Arab League
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Thatcherisolated

August 5,1986 THE COMMONWEALTH mini-summit broke
down, with atotally isolated British Prime
o o — - Minister, Margaret Thatcher, declining tofall
vy INDIAN EXPRESS % in line with the other six participants toimple-
! & ‘-'| e e e == menttheprogrammes of economic sanc-

L wenlth mini=Summil
hreaks down
Lk & Nisides] oller rejocie |

— tionsagainst South Africa listed in the Nassau

omezne accord. “It was six against one”, a conference

R source said.

Jayewardene hints atwar

riate THE GOVERNMENT would be compelled
—— to take military action to resolve the

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

ethnic crisis if peace negotiations
failed,said Sri Lankan President J R Jaya-
wardene. He also allayed the fears of the
people who thought the provincial coun-
cils’ proposal would threaten the
country’s unitary nature.

Gundu Rao’s new party

FORMER CHIEF minister Gundu Rao’s new
party will be called the Indian National
Congress (Indira Gandhi) and will be
launched at a convention at the historic
Glass House in Lal Bagh on August 22. The
expelled Congress-| leader said that Pra-

Kolkata

nab Mukherjee, another party leader
expelled by the high command, Sisir
Bose, a prominent Congress-| rebel from
West Bengal, and Ashok Bhattacharya,
leader of the oppositionin the Tripura
Assembly, and another party rebel, would
attend the convention.

Pakistan PM on Kashmir

THE PAKISTAN Prime Minister, Mohammad
Khan Junejo, has said Pakistan would agree
toapolitical solution to the Kashmirissuein
light of the resolutions of the United
Nations and the Shimla agreement.
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Israel has closed all avenues
of peacefully resolving

the Palestine question.

— Dawn, Pakistan
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As GenZ leads change in Subcontinent, is
Pakistan doomed to be the exception?

C RAJA MOHAN

CROSS SOUTH Asia, Gener-

ation Z has emerged as an un-

expected forcein politics. Over

thelast fewyears, studentsand

youth in Bangladesh, Nepal
and Sri Lanka have driven unprecedented
political change. In India too, the political
consequences of an increasingly assertive
Gen Z could be profound over the longer
term. What about Pakistan? Will it forever re-
main the Subcontinent’s exception?

Pakistan has the same youthful demo-
graphics as the rest of the region, and even
deeper economic anxieties. Yetits youth has
struggled toshape the country’s political tra-
jectory. The army’s pervasive dominance
and extensive control have made popular
mobilisation exceptionally difficult. Change
still appears to come from the top; the army
remains the principal source of political
change. While the rest of South Asia debates
how young citizens are reshaping politics,
Pakistan is once again discussing Rawal-
pindi’s power grab dressed up as reform.

The latest debate was triggered by In-
terior Minister Mohsin Naqvi’s declaration
that Pakistan’s system of governance had
effectively collapsed and required a sweep-
ing overhaul. If he were an ordinary politi-
cal figure, Naqvi’s call for radical reform
would have been dismissed as loose talk.
Coming from Rawalpindi’s current civilian
subordinate, however, Naqvi’s remarks de-
serve close attention.

It is evident that Pakistan’s military es-
tablishment is contemplating not merely
another intervention in politics but arede-
sign of the state. No authoritative draft ofa
revised political structure is in the public
domain. Yet the direction isunmistakable.
The discussion reportedly ranges from
breaking up the existing provinces into
smaller units and revising fiscal federalism
in favour of the Centre to vesting greater

LLETTERS
TO'THE EDITOR

A rethink needed

BARELY NINE months after his
fledgling JSP was routed in the
Bihar Assembly elections,
Prashant Kishor stormed a BJP
bastion with athumping victory
in the Bankipur bypoll. He chal-
lenged the BJPinits fort, winning
the seat that’s considered its
stronghold since 1995. Itis aloss
that comes on the heels of the Gen
Z protestsin the national capital
(‘Theoutsiderisin: Patnasends a
message via PK,’ IE, August 4). For
the BJP, losing the Bankipur by-
poll goes beyond the typical loss
of astronghold and should
prompt a probe into internal is-
sues and areassessment of the
electorate’s changed
demographic profile.

SSPaul, Nadia

What BJP mustdo

DESPITE THE turbulence having
subsided for the time being, the
leaders of the Cockroach Janta
Party have warned that they will
gather for the protest again if de-
mands are not fulfilled (‘What re-
mains of Jantar Mantar after the
crowds have gone home,’ IE, Au-
gust4). The BJP government
should initiate reform, prioritis-
ing transparency, ethical practice,
and corruption-free functioning
in education, police, judiciary,
and other areas of governance.
They mustinvolve Gen Z, NGOs,
and prominent members of civil
society toachieve efficiency and
accountability. The reforms
should be meaningful and effec-
tive, and for the long run.
Subhash Vaid, New Delhi

The migrant question

SPAIN REMAINS one of the prin-
cipal gateways to Europe, expeti-
encing sustained migratory press-
ures that extend well beyond its
national borders (‘In Spain’s mi-
grant crisis, fuel for Europe’s far
right,’ IE, August4). As migration
isinherently transnational, the
challenge cannot be addressed by
Spaininisolation. It requires
closer cooperation with the Euro-
pean Union, neighbouring Medi-
terranean states, and countries of
origin and transit to develop coor-
dinated migration policies.
Vaibhav Goyal, Chandigarh

authority in the army leadership and its
preferred technocrats.

This represents an important evolution
in Pakistan’s political history. Ayub Khan,
Yahya Khan, Ziaul Haq and Pervez Mushar-
raf all interrupted constitutional politics
through military coups. General Asim Munir
is pursuing something more ambitious: In-
stitutionalising military predominance
within the constitutional framework itself.

The confidence behind this project has
been reinforced by the new White House
warmth towards Asim Munir. The Anglo-
American media that only a short while ago
was pleadingthe case for the release of Imran
Khan, jailed by Munir, is now celebrating the
self-promoted field marshal as a strategic
genius. Anglo-American support has always
emboldened Rawalpindi to tighten its grip
over Pakistan’s polity and society.

The more interesting question,
however, is not what Munir wants
or what the Anglo-Americans like.
It is whether Pakistan’s civilian
politicians are once again prepar-
ingtohelpthe generals consolidate
power and write their own political
death warrant. In their endless in-
ternecine struggles, Pakistan’s civil-
ian parties have repeatedly turned
to the army to gain advantage over
one another. That allowed Rawal-
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In their endless internecine
struggles, Pakistan’s civilian
parties have repeatedly turned
to the army to gain advantage
over one another. That
allowed Rawalpindi to install
and uninstall civilian

governments at will
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ILLUSTRATION: C R SASIKUMAR
pindi toinstalland uninstall civilian govern-
mentsatwill. Had the civilian parties chosen
collective action over short-term partisan
gain, they could have pushed the armyback
into the barracks long ago.

There was one brief moment of hope. In
2006, Benazir Bhutto and Nawaz Sharif
signed the Charter of Democracy. Having
both experienced repeated military inter-
ventions, they recognised that democracy
could survive only ifcivilian parties stopped
inviting the army into their partisan battles.

The moment did not last. Both the Pak-
istan People’s Party and the Pakistan Muslim
League soon reverted to the familiar temp-
tation of seeking tactical advantage over each
other. Later,Imran Khan’s Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf repeated the same mistake, initially
benefiting from military patronage before
becoming its victim.

That pattern is now settorepeat
itself as the army shows the door to
the current civilian government.
The generals may design the blue-
print, but they still need the civilian
parliament to approve it. But the
prospects of a united opposition to
the Army’s project appear bleak.
Pakistan’s missing Gen Z move-
ment reinforces this imbalance.
The country has no shortage of
youthful anger. But the Army’s in-

strumentalisation of religious nationalism
and the ever-expanding state control over
society have prevented that frustration from
coalescing into a nationwide democratic
movement comparable to those witnessed
elsewhere in South Asia.

The Pakistan army is well placed to get
what it wants. Yet Rawalpindi’s ability tode-
liver positive change islimited. The reforms
pushed by the army over the decades have
been less about strengthening institutions
than about concentrating greater authority
in its own hands. The justification remains
the same — that civilian politicians are cor-
rupt and incompetent.

While the army’s political power has
steadily expanded, its capacity to generate
broader social and economic gains has al-
ways fallen short. History offers many
examples of authoritarian regimesthat have
delivered sustained economic growth. Pak-
istan is not one of them. Despite privileged
ties with the world’s leading economic
powers, the USand now China, and close as-
sociation with the oil-rich Gulf states, Pakis-
tan hasbeen on the path ofeconomicdecline
over the last three decades.

Thereislittle evidence to suggest that giv-
ingstill greater authority tothe field marshal
will produce dramatically different out-
comes. Pakistan’s civilian leaders surely
know this, but can they summon the will for
collective action? While there isa murmur of
dissent against Munir’s plans, few would bet
on Pakistan’s political parties to prevail.

Pakistan’s predicament offers a wider
lesson. If there is no meaningful resis-
tance to the dominant political force and
its regressive ideology, societies have to
endure prolonged stagnation and re-
peated humiliation. Resistance certainly
imposesimmediate costs. Yetitis also the
mechanism through which institutions
recover their balance and political sys-
tems renew themselves.

The writer is a contributing editor on
international affairs for The Indian Express.

He is also the distinguished professor at the
Motwani Jadeja Institute of American Studies,
Jindal Global University and the Korean
Foundation Chair on Asian geopolitics at Council
on Strategic and Defense Research, New Delhi

BABULAL MARANDI

JHARKHAND POSSESSES nearly 40 per
cent of India’s mineral wealth, yet many of
its mining districts remain among the
country’sleast developed. For decades, coal,
iron ore, bauxite and limestone have fuelled
India'seconomicgrowth, while the commu-
nities living closest to these resources have
continued to struggle with poor healthcare,
inadequate schools, damaged roads,pol-
luted environments and shrinking liveli-
hood opportunities.

It was this contradiction that prompted
the Centre to establish the District Mineral
Foundation Trust (DMFT) in 2015. PM Nar-
endra Modi had argued that mining-affected
communitiesbear the greatest social and en-
vironmental costs of extraction but receive
the least share of its benefits. DMFT sought
to correct this imbalance by ensuring that a
portion of mining revenues was reinvested
in the welfare of those living in mining-af-
fected areas. Unfortunately, that promise re-
mains largely unfulfilled.

Irecently travelled through West Singhb-
hum, including the Saranda mining belt,
and witnessed first-hand the
wideninggap between the district's
immense mineral wealth and the
condition of its people. West
Singhbhum, home to some of In-
dia's richest iron ore reserves,
should have been amodel of inclus-
ive development. Between 2016
and 2026, nearly Rs 3,700 crore ac-
cumulated under its DMFT. Such
resources could have transformed

Why must people be poor in
a state rich with minerals?

Odisha’s mineral resources

are less than half of

Jharkhand’s. Yetin 2025-26,
Odisha generated nearly Rs
46,000 crore in mining
revenue compared with
Jharkhand's Rs 22,000 crore

Saranda and surrounding mining villages
through better hospitals, schools, drinking
water systems, roads and livelihood pro-
grammes. Instead, what I saw were strug-
glinglocal markets, shrinking economicac-
tivity, unemployed youth and communities
asking a simple question: Where has the
money gone?

The DMFT Rulesrequire every district to
make annual reports, budgets, approved
works, project progress, governing council
decisions, and beneficiary details publicly
available. Yet, across Jharkhand, these dis-
closures are either missing, outdated or in-
accessible. Mining-affected communities,
for whom the fund was created, have little
means of knowing how thousands of crores
collected in their name have actually been
spent. In Jamda, once a bustling mining
township, local traders spoke of declining in-
comes. Several mining leases expired years
ago. As mines shut down, employment dis-
appeared. The effects spread far beyond
mine workers. Transport operators lost busi-
ness, roadside eateries emptied, shops
struggled to survive, and young
people increasingly migrated in
search of work.

Cross the border into Barbil in
neighbouring Odisha, barely 20 km
away, and the contrast is striking.
The geology is identical. The min-
eral deposits are the same. What
differs is governance. Odisha en-
sured timely auctions after mining
leases expired. Jharkhand hesi-

tated. The consequences are visible in the
numbers. Since 2019-20, Indiahasauctioned
434 mineral blocks. Odisha auctioned 45,
Chhattisgarh 41, while Jharkhand auctioned
only three, despite being the country’s ri-
chest mineral-bearingstate. The production
gap is equally revealing. Between 2018-19
and 2024-25, Odisha'siron ore productionin-
creased from around 120 million tonnes to
nearly 180 million tonnes. Jharkhand's pro-
duction remained almost unchanged at ap-
proximately 23 million tonnes.

Revenue tells an even more compelling
story. Odisha’s mineral resources are less
than half of Jharkhand’s. Yet in 2025-26,
Odisha generated nearly Rs 46,000 crore in
miningrevenue compared with Jharkhand's
Rs 22,000 crore.

Delayed auctions reduce production.
Lower production means lower royalty col-
lections. Lower royalties translate into re-
duced contributions to DMFT. Mining-af-
fected villages receive fewer resources
precisely because the miningeconomy itself
has been allowed to stagnate. The debate
around DMFT, therefore, is not merely about
financial accounting; it is about restoring
trust. Before organising new investment
summits or announcing ambitious indus-
trial plans, the state must first demonstrate
that it can effectively manage the resources
it already possesses.

The writer is Jharkhand's first Chief Minister
and currently the Leader of the Opposition
in the Jharkhand Legislative Assembly

Bringingup
miniature citizens
&Jantar Mantar
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ASHOK LAL AND NASEERUDDIN SHAH

OR CENTURIES, Japanese masters have perfected

the art of the miniature. They take the wild, untamed

potential of a majestic tree, pruneits shoots, and wrap

its branches in rigid copper wire. The result is a do-

mesticated object, an ornamental dwarf, small
enough to sit on adrawing-room table without ever threatening
to crack the walls.

What Japan doesto flora, the modern Indian state machinery
isnow doingto human potential. First, the state starves the roots,
allowing the physical body of the child to wither through struc-
tural neglect. Then, for those children who manage to survive,
the state prunes away the capacity for critical thought, wrapping
the developing mind in the copper wires of myth, conformity,
and sanitised history. The ultimate goal of this political projectis
totransformacanopy of free-thinkersinto citizenswho are docile
enough to never challenge powetr.

Let us take the case of Gujarat, a region frequently touted as
an ideal developmental model. Gujarat’s Infant Mortality Rate
(IMR) stands at 20 deaths per 1,000 live births, while in Uttar Pra-
deshitsitsat astaggering 37. Before an Indian child can evenlearn
to read, their physical survival is a high-stakes gamble against
state apathy. For the children who beat the heavy odds of infant
mortality and chronic malnutrition, the education system de-
signed by the state actsasa massive sieve. It drops millions of stu-
dents out of formal learning before they can ever develop deep
roots of intellectual questioning.

In Gujarat, the secondary school dropout rate sits at 16.9 per
cent. This crisis is worsened by the grim reality of over 1,600 gov-
ernment primary schools operating with only a single teacher. In
UP, the educational cliff-edge is even steeper. Driven largely by
the massive closure of public schools, a minuscule 3 per cent of
Uttar Pradesh’s 2.6 lakh schools offer a continuous path of edu-
cation from Class I through to Class XII. The modern state treats
a child’s health as an unnecessary financial expense, and their
intellect as a direct threat.

The most insidious pruning, howevet, is reserved for those
who manage to stay in the
classroom. The near-total eras-
ure of the Mughal period from
state-approved textbooks is a
prime example. In doing so,
the state deprives the child of
understanding the phenom-
enal philosophical, artistic,
and literary strides that de-
fined early modern India.

Crucially, it removes the
study of how a vast, multi-re-
ligious empire was held to-
gether through institutional
negotiation. This history il-
luminated the architecture of
diversity, showinghow therul-
ing class was built as a multicultural mosaic to prevent majori-
tarian or singular factional capture. Removing this narrative is
an amputation of institutional memory of pluralistic statecraft.

The historical consensus on the unique, collaborative, and
fiercely debated contributions of figures like Gandhi, Nehru,
Patel, and Maulana Azad toois being systematically dismantled.
Gandhi’sradical, lifelong pursuit of communal harmony hasbeen
heavily toned down. Nehru, the main architect of India’s modern
scientific tempet, secular statehood, and industrial planning, is
routinely airbrushed out of the history of the very public institu-
tions he built. Azad, a towering intellectual and India’s first
education minister, has had his name quietly excised from key
historical references.

By removing the intense debates and the absolute diversity
of thought within the freedom struggle, the state ensures that a
child never learns how a pluralistic democracy is negotiated.

How can we truly build a modern knowledge economy on
such afoundation? The country desperately needs an educational
landscape deeply rooted in what Tagore famously called the “free-
dom of mind”. Classrooms must actively celebrate dissent, foster
rigorous comparative historical analysis, and re-establish un-
yielding adherence to the scientific temper. Only when we stop
pruning our children’s natural curiosity and start investing fun-
damentally in both their physical well-beingand their intellectual
liberty will the next generation grow to its natural, expansive
height. Only then can they cast awide and protective shade across
the future of the republic.

Encouragingly, the Gen Z movement is already reclaiming
their right to grow into citizens who can think horizontally. They
are connecting the dots between systemic health deficits and pol-
icy failures, whilst actively questioning the ideological rewrite of
their own past. In response, the state is employing oppressive
measures. This struggle highlights a defiant generation refusing
to be minimised and actively demanding the space to grow.

Lalis a playwright and a poet. Shah is a theatre and film actor

PRASKANVA SINHARAY

TASLIMA NASRIN’S visit to Kolkata is a
significant event for Bengal politics. She
hasbeen living in exile for more than three
decades since Islamic fundamentalist
groups in Bangladesh targeted her for her
critical writings on religious texts and
political fundamentalism, and issued fat-
was after the publication of her acclaimed
novel Lajja (1993). Nasrin acquired Swed-
ish citizenship after Bangladesh revoked
her passport, and kept on shuttling be-
tween countries. But she constantly ex-
pressed her wish to stay in India, closer to
her homeland. She hasbeen repeatedly at-
tacked by right-wing Islamist groups and

Thereturn of the writer to her home away fromhome

Hindu nationalist forces.

Her return to the city she identifies as
“home away from home” after 19 years, to
speak at a public meeting, is not only im-
portant for the ruling BJP government in
West Bengal, but it also raises larger ques-
tions about religious majoritarianism.

Nasrin had toleave West Bengal in 2007
when the Left Front was in power. The in-
ability of the secular Left government to en-
sure her safety and maintain law and order
inthe face of agitations by religious funda-
mentalists was widely criticised. The sub-
sequent TMC government also could not
bring her backto the city. Both the Leftand
the TMC governments were accused of mi-
nority appeasement and givingin tothe as-
sertions of Islamic fundamentalists by fail-
ing to accommodate the writer-activist in
a state with a significant Muslim popula-
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tion. Nasrin’s return after almost two dec-
ades is now an opportunity for the Hindu
nationalist BJP to portray itself as capable
ofleading a strong government that can en-
sure the security of the feminist writer-in-
exile from Islamic fundamentalist forces.
Thisis evident from the chain of events
surrounding her arrival in the city. Bill-
boards were put up in the streets, and
people blew conch shells to welcome the
writer at the airport; her visit was reported
by some media houses as “ghar wapsi”
(homecoming), and the BJP MLA Sourav

This is amoment to revisit
Nasrin’s life and writings, which
foreground larger questions about
democracy and freedom of speech

Sikdar called her visit a testament to the
party’s electoral slogan “bhoy out, bhorosa
in” (fear out, confidence in).

The presence of the chief minister, Su-
vendu Adhikari, at Nasrin’s public meeting
at Rabindra Sadan further points to the
likely use of this visit by the BJPleadership
asadouble-edged sword. Onthe one hand,
it is a chance for the BJP government to
craft a liberal image by comparing itself
with its predecessors, whom it accuses of
minority appeasement. Onthe otherhand,
the BJP is likely to cite the case of Nasrin,
as it has done before, as an example to es-
sentialise and vilify Muslim culture and
politics as anti-women and regressive.

Nasrin’s visit to Kolkata and the cel-
ebrations around it thus present an old and
known paradox. A writer who has been a
victim of religious majoritarianism in her

Kolkata

homeland finds a safe haven in a country
also witnessing majoritarian rule. This is,
therefore, amoment to revisit Nasrin’s life
and writings, which foreground larger
questions about democracy and freedom
of speech, “secular humanism”, and no-
tions of home and exile. Nasrin has been
an ardent advocate against religious ma-
joritarianism and has unequivocally criti-
cised all religious texts, labelling them as
“out of place and out of time”. Humanism,
she has argued, should be the “new faith”.
Her visit to Kolkata is not a story of party
politics, of bhoy and bharosa, but the tale
of the return of the writer-activist who
stands against religious fundamentalism
and majoritarian politics.

The writer is a political
scientist based in New Delhi
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CONTRADICTORY STATEMENTS CAST DOUBT ON SWIFT DIPLOMATIC SOLUTION; ANOTHER SHIP COMES UNDER ATTACK IN STRAIT

Once open waterway,
deal could cement Iran’s
control over Hormuz

New York Times
August4

IRAN AND Oman are closingin
on an agreement to reopen
shipping traffic in the Strait of
Hormuz, according to Iranian
and American officials, but if
the accord goes into effect it
could come at a high price —
ratifying Tehran’s control over
what, before the war, was an
open, international waterway.
As described by officials
familiar with the emerging ac-
cord, vessels heading
into the Persian Gulfwill
transit a channel con-
trolled by Iran, and close
toitscoast. Shipsleaving
the Gulf will travel on a
channel near Oman.
Iranian officials say that
while there will be no tolls
charged, the agreement in-
cludes a “service fee” to cover
theenvironmental impact ofthe
shipping, security for the cargo
ships and tankers and staffing,.
Revenues would be divided
equally between Iran and
Oman, two Iranian officials said.
A US official familiar with
the negotiations said Monday
that the Iranian account was
“not accurate,” and said that
any “temporary” routes estab-
lished through the strait would
not involve approvals or per-
missions by Iran, and would in-
volve no tolls.
For US President Donald
Trump, the deal, if it happened,

Sanchezfends
off blistering
criticismwithin
the EU over
Ceutacrisis

Spanish PM Pedro Sanchez

Associated Press

Brussels, August 4

SPANISH PRIME Minister
Pedro Sanchez’s migration pol-
icies have weathered withering
criticism as leaders from across
the European Union met Tues-
day followinglast week’s rush of
migrantsto the Spanish territory
of Ceuta in North Africa.

Thesudden arrival of 72,000
migrants on Thursday and Fri-
day sparked ahumanitarian cri-
sisin Ceutaand reignited theim-
migration debate in the
27-nation bloc, though most of
the migrants soon went back.
More than 80 migrants died, in-
cluding some who drowned or
were trampled in a stampede to
cross a breakwater barrier, ac-
cording to Spanish and Moroc-
can authorities.

Open letters from 22 EU
leaders, and a quick retort from
Sanchez, have exposed a roiling
debate inside the EU pitting mi-
gration hawks against the pro-
gressive Spanish leader who has
challenged consensuswithinthe
bloc on migration as well as
NATOspending, Gazaand Israel.

L.

could address his most urgent
political problem allowing
ships to flow again. For their
part, Iranian officials said the
strait would remain closed, de-
spite any agreement, until the
US lifts its naval blockade
against Iranian portsin the Per-
sian Gulfand both countries re-
turn to the 14-point plan laid
out in the Islamabad MoU.

The US could ease the matr-
ket pressure even further, some
officialssaid, ifit decided toissue
exemptions on sanctions
against Iran so it could
legally sell and deliver oil.

But if, ultimately,
Iran asserts continued
control over the pas-
sageway, the opening
might come with a geopolitical
cost. Iranian officials say they
are designingthe accord torat-
ify their capacity to control the
strait and therefore retain stra-
tegic leverage that they did not
employ before the war.

Such restrictions would di-
rectly violate the goal set by
Secretary of State Marco
Rubio, who said repeatedly in
recent months that the strait
must return to the kind of
open waterway that it was be-
fore the war.

Getting the strait reopened
is vital for Trump politically.
And so despite Rubio’s state-
ments, the administration ap-
pearstobe preparing the world
for a reopening in which Iran
exerts daily control over traffic.

Qatar says progress made
toward US Iran peace talks

Qatar, Pakistan and
Oman are working
closely foratruce

Reuters
Dubai, Washington, August 4

QATAR SAID mediators were
making progress in efforts to
end the US-Iran war on Tues-
day, driving oil prices lower, al-
though Tehran has denied
President Donald Trump’s as-
sertion that talks are already
under way.

Benchmark Brent crude fell
more than 4% after the com-
ments from Qatar, extending
Monday's steep losses on hopes
that an arrangement could
soon be reached to restore traf-
fic through the blockaded Strait
of Hormuz.

But for now, the strait re-
mained virtually shut, with
another ship reportedly
comingunder attack while try-
ingto crossit.

Trump said on Monday that
talks with Tehran had started
and Iran faced a “last chance”
toreach adeal. Iranian officials
insisted no negotiations with
the United States were taking
place. Iran saysits only talks are
with Oman about the strait, and
that no major meetings were
planned this week.

But senior US officials
struck an optimistic tone on

Gazain Mourning

Palestinians attend the funeral of 112 members of the Hassayna and Abu Sharia clan, who were killed
in an Israeli strike in 2023 and whose remains were recovered from beneath the rubble, according to
Gaza’s Civil Defence on Tuesday. REUTERS

A woman holds amock-up of arocket-propelled grenade (RPG) next to
aHezbollah flag during the Arbaeenrally in Tehran on Tuesday. REUTERS

Tuesday, with Treasury Secre-
tary Scott Bessent and Secre-
tary of State Marco Rubio both
pointing to progress in dis-
cussions aimed at reopening
the Strait of Hormuz, a corridor
that normally carries about a
fifth of global oil and liquefied
natural gas shipments.
“There's been progress
made in those talks, but not fi-
nality yet. We're hoping that
will happen very shortly,”
Rubio told reporters at the State
Department. Bessent said a
deal with Iran on the reopening
of Hormuz could be reached by
Tuesday or Wednesday. Qatar's
foreign ministry spokesperson
Majed al-Ansari said diplo-
matic contacts had reached
“very progressive stages”.

South Korean students
detained for breaking
into US military base

Associated Press
Seoul, August 4

AGROUP of eight South Korean
students were detained Tues-
day for allegedly breakingintoa
United States air base while
shouting anti-US slogans, South
Korean authorities said.

US military personnel de-
tained the four male and four
female students after they al-
legedly entered Osan Air Base
near the capital Seoul. They
were later transferred to the
custody of South Korean auth-
orities, police said.

The students were beingin-
vestigated under a law protect-
ing military installations in
South Korea, according to po-
lice, who said they all had in-
voked their right to remain si-
lent during questioning.

Police said the students
shouted slogans at the site in-
cluding, “Let’s smash US 7th
Air Force.” AUS military state-
mentsaid the group attempted
to unlawfully enter the base
through the main gate and that
“unauthorized attempts to ac-
cess a US military installation
are taken extremely seriously.”

ltaly puts major
cities on highest
alert as heatwave
intensifies again

Rome: Italy is placing all its 27
major cities under its highest
heat alert on Thursday, as the
country's fourth heatwave of the
summer intensifies, the health
ministry said on Tuesday.

25 citieswere puton red alert
on Tuesday and Wednesday,
with the only two currentlyona
lesser amber alert, Messina and
Reggio Calabria in the far south
ofthe country, movinguptothe
maximum level on Thursday.

Ared alertindicates a poten-
tial health emergency with high
temperatures posing a serious
health risk. REUTERS

He said mediators includ-
ing Qatar, Pakistan and Oman
were coordinating closely to fa-
cilitate negotiations and ex-
change draft proposals be-
tween Washington and Tehran.

A senior Pakistani security
official said: “Alotis happening
in the background ... We are
talking to both sides. Our sole
goal at this moment is to make
both parties at least agree to
start talking.”

Trump's comments fol-
lowed his weekend decision to
cancel what he described as
"massive attacks" on Iran, ex-
tending a pattern in which he
has threatened major military
action before later backing off
and pointing to diplomatic
contacts.

Iran has halted most traffic
through Hormuz while Wash-
ington maintains ablockade of
Iran-related shipping and
ports. Yemen's Iran-aligned
Houthis have also imposed a
naval blockade on Saudi Arabia
in the Red Sea, further restrict-
ing oil export routes. A cargo
vessel reported being struck by
an unidentified projectile near
the Strait of Hormuz off Oman's
coast, accordingto the UKMTO
maritime security agency.
Maritime sources told Reuters
on Tuesday that the vessel was
a dry bulk ship. Its crew had
to abandon the vessel and one
seafarer was missing.

Iran has long demanded
control over the strait, which it
saysit should share with Oman,
which controls the opposite
shore. Tehran rejected an
Omani proposal last week that
would have allowed shared
oversight of the strait and the
collection of voluntary fees
from ships. A senior Iranian
source said Iran is seeking full
control over inbound shipping
through the strait, and visibility
over outbound traffic, with the
ability tointervene if necessary.

Giving Iran such control
would be amajor shiftinthere-
gional balance of power and
make it more difficult for Wash-
ingtonto argue that “Operation
Epic Fury”, which Trump
launched alongside Israel in
February, had weakened Wash-
ington's longstanding foe.

Ukraine accuses Russia
of war crime after video
footage shows drone
hitting market vendor

Reuters
Kyiv, August 4

UKRAINE ON Tuesday ac-
cused Russia of committing a
war crime after a video was re-
leased showing a drone chasing
down and wounding a street
vendor in the southern Ukrain-
ian city of Kherson.

Footage released by Ukrain-
ian police shows the drone pur-
suing an unidentified man
around a van being used as a
street stand before exploding
after he dives for cover behind
the vehicle. Police said the ven-
dor, a man in his 50s, survived
but suffered shock and shrapnel
injuries.

“Today, many were shocked
byyetanothervideoofthedrone
'safari' Russians are carrying out
against civilians in Kherson,”
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy
wroteon X, issuinga fresh call for
more pressure on Russia and
strong security guarantees for
Ukraine.

“We must act and support
life in ways that force Russia to
think seriously about peace
ratherthan expanding the range
ofitsdrones.”

Reuters verified the location
using buildings, the road layout
and vegetation that matched
satellite and archive imagery.
The date could not be indepen-
dently confirmed, but Ukraine's
police and Foreign Minister An-
drii Sybiha said the incident
happened on Tuesday.

Sybihasaid the attackformed

Aresident walks at the site of a
Russian missile strike in Odesa
on Tuesday. REUTERS

partofadeliberate Russian cam-
paign to intimidate civilians.
"Thisbarbaric Russian war crime
in Kherson demands interna-
tional condemnation and justice,
but thousands of similar crimes
never cometothepubliceye,"he
wrote on Telegram.

The minister said the pilot of
the Russian drone would have
been aware they were targeting
a civilian, branding them a “sa-
dist”. Two children and an
elderly woman were also killed
in overnight Russian guided
bombstrikes on Ukraine's north-
ern city of Sumy, regional gov-
ernor Oleh Hryhorov said on
Telegram.

In July, the UN Human
Rights Monitoring Mission in
Ukrainesaidithad documented
1,396 civilian deathsand 7978 in-
juries in the first six months of
2026, marking a 37% increase
from 2025 and more than double
the figures from 2024.

e PHOENIX SPECIES PROJECT LARGEST SINGLE FUND IN HISTORY DEDICATED EXCLUSIVELY TO RECOVERING CRITICALLY ENDANGERED SPECIES

DiCaprio, Bezos lead $200m pr()]ect to save 100 threatened specices

Associated Press
Los Angeles, August 4

FOUNDATIONS FUNDED and
co-founded by Leonardo DiCa-
prio and Jeff Bezos have
launched an initiative commit-
ting USD 200 million to revive
100 of Earth's most threatened
species, including endangered
lemurs, salamanders, pangolins,
pigs and echidnas.

DiCaprio's Re:wild and the
Bezos Earth Fund are leading
the Phoenix Species Project, the
groups announced Tuesday.
They call it the largest single
fund in history dedicated exclus-
ively to recovering critically en-
dangered species.

DiCaprio has for years been
developing the idea of a major

concerted effort to help species
whose habitats and future
existence are threatened by cli-
mate change.

In 2021, he and Re:wild co-
founder Wes Sechrest, a biol-
ogist who serves as the organ-
isation's CEO, met with the
Amazon-founding mega bil-
lionaire Bezos and his wife,
former TV news reporter and
host Lauren Sanchez Bezos. He
serves as chair and she as vice
chair of the Bezos Earth Fund.

The meeting led to a series
of conversations with local gov-
ernments, environmental
groups and Indigenous people
on how best to reverse the de-
cline of their most vulnerable
species. Those conversations
eventually led to the Phoenix

Amazon founder Bezos and actor Leonardo DiCaprio have funded
and co-founded the foundation. ap

Species Project.

Animals the initiative is
seeking to sustain include: -
The golden-crowned sifaka, a

lemur from Madagascar - The
Hickory Nut Gorge green sala-
mander, alungless tree-dweller
thatlives only inasmall canyon
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in North Carolina.

M The Visayan warty pig, en-
demic to islands in the Philip-
pines.

W Mexico's Cozumel harvest
mouse, which livesonly onanis-
land off the Yucatan Peninsula.

® The pink land iguana,
found only on Wolf Volcano in
the Galapagos Islands.

B The Malayan pangolin,
also known asthe Sunda pango-
lin, native to Southeast Asia.

B Tanzania's pancake tor-
toise, named for its flat, flexible
shell.

W Thestarry night harlequin
toad, known and named for its
black-and-white evening sky ap-
pearance, found only in the
mountains of Colombia.

B Attenborough's long-

beaked echidna, a monotreme,
or mammal that lays eggs, from
New Guinea named in honour
of the 100-year-old naturalist
and narrator-of-nature David At-
tenborough.

Theproject'sgoalsincludegiv-
inglong-term sustenance to suc-
cessfulbut fleetingsmaller efforts.
“We've protected the golden-
crowned sifaka for years on a
budget that would never match
what this species deserves, but
letting it go extinct was never an
option,” Tiana Andriamanana,
executive director of Association
Fanamby, one of the groups get-
ting a grant from the initiative,
said in a statement.

"This funding, this global
platform and technical support
change what is possible."

Kolkata
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UNITED KINGDOM

Ariana Grande withdraws from
London musical, will take abreak

ARIANA GRANDE has pulled out of
anupcomingstage musicalin Lon-
don, producers said, and plansto
withdraw from the public eye for a
break from the intense scrutiny she
faces. Grande had been due to star
alongside her “Wicked” co-star
Jonathan Baileyin a production of
Stephen Sondheim’s
the Park With George” at the Barbi-
cantheaterin 2027. Empire Street
Productions said Sunday that

s, 66

Sundayin

Grande will nolonger be part of the

American Singer Ariana
Grande. Ap

London production. A
representative for Grande told

People magazine that the 33-year-
old singer “will be taking a step back from visibility after
she completes the Eternal Sunshine Tour.” AP

LIBYA

Inmates stage
mass escape
amid clashes

LIBYAN POLICE said
inmates staged amass
escape fromajail on Tues-
day while armed clashes
erupted nearby in two cities
west of the capital Tripoli.
Police saidin astatement
thatthe mass escape
happened at Surmanjailand
thatithadlaunched a probe.
Police did notreveal the
exactnumber of inmates
who escaped from thejail,
addingthatitformed acom-
mittee to “identify them and
take necessarylegal action
againstthem.” AP

FRANCE

Coastguards
rescue 157 from
burningboat

FRENCH COASTGUARDS
rescued 157 people from a
boat carrying migrants that
caught firein the English
Channel on Tuesday near
the port of Boulogne-sur-
Mer, thelocal administ-ra-
tionsaidinastatement.
Three coastguard ships res-
cued those onboard, the
local French administration
said. Migration hasbeen one
of Europe's most divisive
political issues since a crisis
in2015-16, when morethana
million refugees arrived in
Europe.REUTERS

*NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH

PAKISTAN

Sindh bans
screening of film
on ‘ghostschools’

PAKISTAN'S SINDH prov-
ince hasrefused to clear for
screening aninternational
award-winning documen-
tary film based on the prob-
lem of 'ghost schools'.
Theissue of ghost schools is
well known in Sindh, where
thousands of schools exist
only on paper, butregular
salaries are issued for the
teachingstaff of the
schools. Seemab Gul, who
financed, produced and di-
rected the documentary,
said on Tuesday that the
Sindh Board of Film
Censors had not cleared the
film without giving any
plausible explanation. PTI

SRILANKA

Heavy rainleads
tolandslides and

floods, 6 killed

AT LEAST six persons were
killed and three others
injured asheavyrain, land-
slides and flash floods bat-
tered parts of Sri Lanka over
the past two days, officials
said Tuesday. The adverse
weather has affected five dis-
tricts, withincessant down-
pourstriggeringlandslides,
floodingand strongwinds,
disrupting normallife and
forcing nearly 1,900 people
intorelief centres. Police
said three women, aged 83,
58and47,and a22-year-old
manwereKilled whena
mound of earth collapsed
onto ahouseinthe Polpitiya-
Morahenagama area. PTI

Ebolakills 1,700 in
eastern Congo as
fastest-growing
outbreak surges

Associated Press
Bunia, August 4

EBOLA HAS killed more than
1,700 peopleineastern Congoin
the fastest-growing outbreak of
the disease, data showed.

As of Tuesday, 3,802 cases
had been recorded, with 1,707
deaths, according to the latest
government update.

It is not clear when the out-
break will reach its peak, Africa
CDC Director-General Jean Ka-
seya said during his second visit
tothe town of Bunianear the out-
break’s epicenter on Tuesday.
Kaseya cautioned that nearly
80% of new casesare notcoming
from contact tracing butinstead
from community spread.

The Director-General of the
World Health Organization, Te-
dros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, will
arrive in the Congolese capital,
Kinshasa, today and is expected
to visit Bunia later this week.

The outbreak, declared on
May 15, has been linked to the
Bundibugyo virus for which
there are no approved vaccines
or treatments. Delays in contact
tracing, difficulties accessing af-
fected areas, mistrust from com-
munities, and violence by
armed groups and some resi-
dents have hampered the re-
sponse, the Africa CDC hassaid.

Twoclinical trials for post-ex-
posure prophylaxis drugs are on-
goingin Ituri province aswell as
twoseparate vaccinetrialsinthe

Neighboring Uganda declared
itself free of Ebola

UK and Canada.

The outbreak is mostly con-
centrated in eastern Congo’s re-
mote Ituri province, which ac-
counts for nearly 90% of cases,
but cases have also been con-
firmed in five other provinces,
includingin one ofthe country’s
largest cities, Kisangani.

Neighboring Uganda de-
clared itself free of Ebola follow-
ingthedischarge of the country’s
last patient in mid-June.

A key challenge is that pa-
tientzero hasyettobeidentified
in the outbreak while displace-
ment fromarmed conflictandil-
legal mining in the region have
made it difficult to trace thou-
sandswho have comein contact
with infected individuals. The
WHO said Tuesday that it was
monitoring over 17000 potential
contacts with nearly 80% of
them being seen daily.
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WHILE NRI INTEREST IN FCNR(B) DEPOSITS IS SKY-HIGH, RUPEE’S TRAJECTORY IS LIKELY TO BE MORE SEDATE

Siddharth Upasani
New Delhi, August 4

OVERJUNE and July, Indiahas
received $49 billion in the form
of Foreign Currency Non-Resi-
dent (Bank) deposits, two types
of foreign loans, and net invest-
mentingovernmentbonds. But
the rupee hashardlybudged: on
Tuesday, it closed at 95.38 per
dollar, just 0.4% stronger than
whereitstood onJune4, theday
before the government and the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) an-
nounced a raft of measures to
boost foreign inflows.

Contrast this with 2013,
when a similar concessional
swap window for FCNR(B)
depositswasannounced. From
67.6-per-dollar on September 3,
2014 — the day before the in-
coming governor, Raghuram
Rajan made the announcement
— the rupee rose almost 10% to
61.7-per-dollar in the first 42
days of the scheme. “Such
schemes work best when they
are aimed at addressing local
imbalances and adverse
country-specific perceptions,
not global risks,” ANZ econ-
omists Sanjay Mathur and Dhi-
rajNimsaid in anote on Friday,
pointing to the re-escalation of
the West Asia conflict and the
consequentrisein oil pricesand
the dollar’s strength.

Mismatchin numbers

The swap window for
FCNR(B) deposits works like
this: banks get dollar deposits
and send them directly to the
RBI in exchange for rupees. As

such, these dollars don’t enter
the open market for foreign
currencies and don’t help in
meeting the demand for them.

And the exchange rate is
determined by the supply of
and demand for dollars in the
open market.

If the supply of dollars
increases, that would reduce its
price and strengthen the rupee,
justlike any item whose supply
increases. Think of farmers
dumping tomatoes or other
farm produce by the truckload
when a good harvest leads
to a jump in supply and a
price crash.

But if the dollars from the
swap windows are going
directly to the RBI, why is it
not leading to a matching
increase in the central bank’s
holdings of foreign currency
assets (FCA)?

Between June 8 and July17,
Indian banks raised $17 billion
of FCNR(B) deposits. Mean-
while, the central bank’s hold-
ings of FCA only rose by $7 bil-
lion or so.

Delays, forwards,

hedges

One reason why the RBI’s
FCAdid notrise atthe same pace
as inflows under the swap
schemeisthe operational delay.
“Inprinciple, while RBI provides
weekly change in FCA every
Friday, every bank has a desig-
nated time during the week to
swap these FCNR(B) deposits
with RBI and get equivalent
rupee resources. Thus, it is
entirely possible that FCNR(B)

*10% GAININ2013 VS 0.4% NOW: FCNR(B)
INFLOWS NOT STRENGTHENING RUPEE
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deposit numbers are being cap-
tured by RBI and become a part
of FCAwithaclearlag,” said Sou-
mya Kanti Ghosh, State Bank of
India’s Group Chief Economic
Advisor. Then there are other
routes where the dollars may be
going. The reemergence of ten-
sions between US and Iran over
the second half of July
weakened the rupee; this was
countered by the RBI’s dollar
sales, which in turn would have
offset some of the inflows.

This is called spot market
intervention by the central
bank. There is also the forward
market. Selling dollars in this
market allowsthe RBItostopthe
rupee from falling without hav-
ing to sell dollars immediately.
AndtheRBIhasbeen veryactive
in this segment.

Attheend of June, ithad sold
$103 billion on a net basis in the

ED cases under PMLA rose
toatfour-year highin FY26

Aanchal Magazine
New Delhi, August 4

THE CASES registered by the
Enforcement Directorate (ED)
under the country’s anti-
money laundering law
increased to afour-year high of
1,080 in the financial year 2025-
26, taking the total cases to
4,622 in the last five years.

The conviction rate, how-
ever, remained low with the
agency securing conviction
onlyin 0.93% or 43 cases during
2021-22t0 2025-26.

The agency had seen a de-
cline in the number of cases
registered under the Preven-
tion of Money Laundering Act
(PMLA) from 2021-22 to 2023-
24, before picking up again in
2024-25 and 2025-26, data pres-
ented by the government in
Parliament on Tuesday
showed.

In response to a written
question by CPI(M)'s V
Sivadasan in Rajya Sabha,
Minister of State for Finance
Pankaj Chaudhary said the ED
has filed  prosecution
complaints in 2,444 cases
under the PMLA provisions
before the Special Courts,
PMLA as on June 30 this year.

“These cases are at various
stages of trial. The ED has
arrested 1,243 accused under
the provisions of the PMLA,”
the minister said. The agency
had registered 1,116 cases in
202122, which then declined to
953in 2022-23, and then to 698
cases in 2023-24, before picking

e Convictions secured by ED under PMLA

® Convictionssecured ® Total cases registered by ED under PMLA

Conwcﬂons secured 1
during FY21-FY26

43

Casesregistered by
ED under PMLA
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SOURCE: FINANCE MINISTRY, RAJYA SABHA

14,622

up againto 775 casesin 2024-25
and 1,080 in 2025-26. In total,
the ED has registered 4,622
cases under PMLA in the last
five years, the data showed.

The rate of convictions was
slow, with the agency securing
convictions only in 43 cases in
the last five years. Of the total
43 cases which saw convictions
between FY22-FY26, the
number of persons accused
convicted in these cases stood
at104.

Incometax cases

A total of 2,127 prosecution
cases were filed by the Income
Tax Department over the last
five years (2021-22 to 2025-26).

The number of prosecution
cases were the lowest in three
yearsat432in2025-26 asagainst
611in 2024-25, 502 in 2023-24
and 3871in2022-23.

Inincome tax matters, pros-
ecution complaints are filed

only after obtaining sanction
from the competent authority
under section 279(1) of the In-
come-tax Act, upon completion
of investigation and recording
of facts, the minister said.
Detailed breakup showed
that the Income Tax Depart-
mentwasable tosecure convic-
tioninjust233casesover thelast
five years, with the convictions
being the lowest in two years at
471in2025-26. Therate of acquit-
tals was high, with a total of 854
cases seeing acquittals over the
last five years, with the acquit-
tals in 2025-26 rising to a four-
year high of 293. The finance
ministry, however, said the
number of prosecution cases
filed and the figures relating to
conviction or acquittal are not
directly correlated, as convic-
tions or acquittals may pertain
to cases filed in different years.
FULLREPORTON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

forward market. This means it
must provide $103 billion in the
future. Data shows $9 billion of
this needs to be given in July
itself. Maybe that’s where some
of the new inflows have gone.
Banks, too, are playing a role in
the reduced visible impact of
FCNR(B) deposit inflows.

With the RBI only bearing
the exchanging rate risk for the
principal amount of these de-
posits, banks must protect their
dollar interest payments from
any currency risk. So, banks are
hedgingtheirinterest payment-
related exchangerate risk, which
raises demand for dollars in the
future — and puts pressure on
the rupee.

Future of FCNR(B),
rupee

Non-residents’ interest in
FCNR(B) deposits cannot be

Inflows of $49 billion in 2 months,
but no 2013-like boost for rupee

understated. If the current pace
holds and nonew problems crop
up, bankers expect NRIs to keep
taking advantage of the 19x
leverage they are being offered
and potentially pourinasmuch
as $75 billion by September 30,
when the window ends.

According to an official at a
private bank, NRIs are literally
liningup tomake these deposits.
“Forbankswho are sporadically
taking minimum deposits of
$50,000, they will see people
queueup.Iheard thishappened
in SBI's GIFT City branch —
people were actually standingin
linesbecauseit’ssuchagoodin-
vestment,” an official at a bank
who did not wish to be named,
said. Many banks have a mini-
mum deposit threshold of
around $500,000.

While interest in FCNR(B)
deposits is sky-high, the rupee’s
trajectory islikely to be more se-
date. Accordingto Tanvee Gupta
Jain, UBS’ Chief India Econ-
omist, shifting external condi-
tions mean the rupee could end
2026-27 largely unchanged at
around 96-per-dollar. This
would reflect the balance be-
tween a “modestly improved
near-term external outlook and
persistent medium-term struc-
tural headwinds” such as the
need to attract higher net For-
eign Direct Investment, risks to
IT services exports from Al-
driven disruption, and a
stronger dollar should the US
Federal Reserve increase inter-
est rates.

FULLREPORTON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

Challenges won’t alter
IndiGo’s long-term
direction, says new CEO

Sukalp Sharma
New Delhi, August 4

THE OPERATING environ-
ment for the aviation sector has
become dynamic and is cur-
rently replete with challenges,
but it won’t alter the long-term
direction that India’s largest
airline IndiGo has decided to
take, the carrier’s new Chief
Executive Officer (CEO) Willie
Walsh saidin an addresstoem-
ployees on Tuesday.

He also called upon
employees to be agile, disci-
plined, and resilient in the face
of the challenging operating
environment. After dominat-
ing the Indian skies with a
domestic market share of a
staggering 66%, IndiGo has
now set its eyes on ramping up
itsinternational operations and
even serving long-haul routes.

Walsh, an international avi-
ation industry veteran who
until recently was the director
general of the global airline
trade grouping International
Air Transport Association
(IATA), took charge as IndiGo
CEO on Monday. His appoint-
ment follows the abrupt exit of
former CEO Pieter Elbers in
March. Elbers’s resignation fol-
lowed the network-wide
disruption that IndiGo faced in
early December, leading to
thousands of flights getting
cancelled.

“The environment in which
we operate today is becoming

increasingly dynamic. Aviation
today faces evolving airspace
challenges, supply chain con-
straints, and changing global
conditions. And these realities
require us to remain agile, dis-
ciplined, and resilient. Yet they
do not change our direction. If
anything, they reinforce the
qualities that have always de-
fined IndiGo, our unwavering
commitment to safety, oper-
ational excellence, and deliver-
ing consistency to our cus-
tomers,” Walsh said on the
occasion of IndiGo’s 20th anni-
versary.

Indian carriers were already
facingheadwinds due to Pakis-
tan closingits airspace tothem
since late April of last year. The
operating environment got
worse due to the West Asia war,
which led to more airspace re-
strictions in the Gulfregion and
significantly pushed upjet fuel
costs. Moreover, supply chain
issues have plagued the global
aviation industry by slowing
down aircraft and engine
deliveries for a few years now.

While IndiGo has also been
impacted, which is evident
from its recent decision to exit
itsdamp-leased wide-body op-
erationstill it getsits own twin-
aisle jets starting next year, the
airline is betting big on long-
range routes as its next growth
frontier. IndiGo has 60 wide-
body Airbus A350 aircraft on
order. FULLREPORTON

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

Why are indices diverging
under new auction system?

Akash Mandal &
George Mathew
Mumbai, August 4

The Closing Auction Session
(CAS), introduced by stock
exchanges on Monday for cash
market stocks with derivatives,
got off to an unexpected start.
In its first two days, the NSE
Nifty, the BSE Sensex and
several stocks ended with
divergent closing prices.
Instead of determining the
closing price based on the
volume-weighted average price
(VWAP) of trades during the
last 30 minutes of trading, the
closing priceis now discovered
through a 20-minute auction
held between 3:15PM and
3:35 PM. The move aims toim-
prove transparency, strengthen
price discovery and reduce the
scope for price manipulation at
the close. For stocks
without derivatives,

50. The additional 20 stocks in
the Nifty can have a meaning-
ful impact on the index, par-
ticularly when they witness
sharp price movements during
the closing auction, an analyst
said. Even among the stocks
common to both indices,
weightages differ.

Heavyweights such as Re-
liance Industries, HDFC Bank
and ICICI Bank carry different
weights in the Sensex and the
Nifty. Asaresult, sharp gainsin
a few heavily weighted Sensex
constituents can keep the index
in positive territory even as the
broader Nifty declines.

The difference is expected
tonarrow further in the coming
days. “Both the exchanges have
separate order books for CAS
similar to the continuous trad-
ing session and hence, the
prices of the individual stocks
are also different. As the
indexiscalculated based

the existing volume- onthe prices determined

weighted average price of the individual stocks,

mechanism continues. L} theindexvaluescanalso
After its introduc- bedifferent,” NSE said in

tion, Nifty showed a an official note.

rise of 1.60% on Monday while . .

the Sensex gained only 0.70%, Old closing price

showing a big gap in closing  System

levels. This divergence was The new CAS system funda-

much more than the normal
5-10% difference previously.

On Tuesday, the difference
narrowed — while NSE Nifty
closed with a loss of 0.64%, the
BSE Sensex showed a loss
0of 0.27%.

Why benchmarks
diverged

Reliance Industries Ltd
(RIL) shares closed lower by
1.22% on the Bombay Stock
Exchange (BSE) while it
showed aloss of 2.13% on the
National Stock Exchange (NSE)
on Tuesday. ICICI Bank closed
with aloss 0of 0.37% on the NSE
while the private lander’s stock
was marginally up by 0.06% on
the BSE. Infosys was down by
0.43% on the BSE but lower by
1.06% on the NSE.

The Sensex comprises 30
stocks, while the Nifty includes

Taxation laws
(Amendment)
Bill tabled in

Lok Sabha by FM

New Delhi: A new set of tax
reliefs placed for Parliament’s
consideration on Tuesday could
make India a more attractive
and predictable place for global
capital, manufacturing and
business to come and stay;, a fi-
nance ministry source said.

“India wants global invest-
ment funds, cloud businesses,
and infrastructure investors to
route more of their activity
through the country,” the source
said. Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman introduced the Tax-
ation and Other Laws (Amend-
ment) Bill, 2026 in the Lok Sabha
on Tuesday, proposing a slew of
tax concessions aimed at attract-
ing foreign investment, suppor-
ting domestic manufacturing,
and improving ease of doing
business in the country.

“Overseas players are often
unsure whether operating in or
through India will create an un-
expected tax exposure. These
proposals provide clear, stable
and predictable tax treatmentas
well as the process to get the de-
sired tax treatment,” the source
added.FE

mentally changes how the offi-
cial closing prices of stocks with
derivative contracts are deter-
mined. Until last week, the clos-
ing price —which servesasthe
benchmark for calculating the
closing value of stock indices,
valuing mutual fund portfolios,
marking institutional holdings
to market and settling deriva-
tives contracts —was based on
the volume-weighted average
price (VWAP) of all trades
executed during the final
30 minutes of the normal trad-
ing session. The Securities and
Exchange Board of India (SEBI)
formally directed stock ex-
changes to introduce the CAS
system through a circular is-
sued on January 16, 2026.

The circular mandated
exchanges to implement the
new mechanism from August
3,2026.

* BRIEFLY

How does the auction
work?

The CAS runs for20 minutes,
from 3:1SPM to 3:35PM.

m3:15PMto 3:20PM: The sys-
tem calculates the reference
price and shifts from normal
trading to the auction session.

H3:20PM to 3:25PM: Inves-
tors can place both market and
limit orders.

m3:25PM to 3:30PM: Only li-
mited orders canbe placed. Mar-
ket orders cannot be modified or
cancelled. The system closes
order entry at a random time
duringthelast two minutes (3:28
PM to 3:30PM) to prevent ma-
nipulation.

mAfter order entry closes:
The exchange matchesbuyand
sell orderstodetermine the final
closing price.

The closing price is deter-
mined using an equilibrium
price mechanism — the price at
which the maximum number of
shares can be traded, with mar-
ket orders getting priority over
limit orders. The reference price
is based on the VWAP of trades
between 3PM and 3:15PM, while
aprice band of +£3% applies dur-
ing the auction. Unexecuted
limit orders from the continuous
trading session are carried for-
ward, subject tospecified condi-
tions.

Why doestheindex
appear frozen?

During the auction period,
there is no continuous match-
ing of trades between 3:15SPM
and 3:30PM, so the live index
graph appearsunchanged even
though orders continue to be
collected. However, exchanges
display indicative prices and
index values based on continu-
ously updated equilibrium
prices. On the first day of
implementation, 515 trading
members participated, placing
orders on behalf of 56,773
unique PAN holders — higher
than participation in the pre-
open auction session — indi-
cating stronginitial acceptance
of the new closing auction
mechanism.

LIC OFS gets
highest-ever bid

New Delhi: The
government’s 6.5% stake
salein LIC saw massive
interest from institutional
investorswhoputina
whopping Rs 36,400 crore
worth bids — the highest-
ever for any offer for sale
(OFS).Four years after its
IPO, which had fetched Rs
21,000 crore for a 3.5%
stake, the government is
now selling a further 6.5%
stakein LIC via an OFS
whose size compares with
the upcoming mega IPO of-

Bharti Airtel net
rises 37%, ARPU
jumps 5.6% in Q1

New Delhi: Bharti Airtel re-
ported a 37.3% rise in profit
aftertaxtoRs 8,167 crorein
the June quarter, driven by
strong growth across India
and Africa operations, the
company said on Tuesday.
Revenue from operations
duringthe quarter rose
18.3% to Rs 58,539 crore.
Airtel India’s average rev-
enue per user (ARPU)
increased by 5.6% to Rs 264
duringthe reported quarter

ferings of the NSE and Re- comparedtoRs250a
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e ODYSSEY STILL RESONATES EVEN AFTER 3,000 YEARS AS KEY THEMES CONCERN THE TIMELESS HUMAN EXPERIENCE, SAYS YALE UNIVERSITY’S ASSISTANT PROFESSOR OF CLASSICS BENEDEK KRUCHIO

Yale to Cambridge, how The Odysseyis reV1V1ng acadennc culturalinterestin epicpoem

Aanchal Magazine
New Delhi, August 4

HOW DOES Homer’s glory-
seeking hero, Odysseus, resist
the urge to tell the cyclops
Polyphemus his real name in
the screen version? Why is he
portrayed as more of a
guilt-ridden war veteran than
the complicated trickster that
he was? And why is he shown
patting hisloyal dog Argus after
hisreturn when he doesn’tdoso
in the poem?

Christopher Nolan’s The
Odyssey has sparked plenty of
online debate over how it inter-
prets and diverges from
Homer’s 3,000-year-old Greek
epic. The film, however, has
sparked such a renewed inter-

est in the epic that many
researchers are viewing it as a
cultural renaissance.

The Homeric homecoming
is paving way for a different
kind of homecoming — tailored
courses, screenings of adapta-
tions, free access to ancient lit-
erature and Greek research —in
leading universities across the
world.

Academicinterest

The University of Cam-
bridge inthe UK has opened up
its research collection on The
Odyssey till September 30. It had
also scheduled a webinar this
month, ‘Cambridge Classicists
React to Nolan’s Odyssey’.

Theinterest in Nolan’s adap-
tation even preceded its release.

Last spring, Yale University’s
Assistant Professor of Classics
Benedek Kruchié taught a
course called ‘Odyssean Recep-
tions: A Journey Through the
History of Literature and Film’,
wherein he traced Odyssean in-
fluences through the history of
literature and film — from
ancient epics and poetry to
modern film adaptations such
asthe Coen Brothers’ O Brother,
Where Art Thou? Kruchio will
teach thiscourse againinayear.
“It’s going to be accompanied
by a series of film screenings
thatare opentothe public. And
I'm developing another course
that brings together ancient lit-
erature and film, which will in-
vestigate the relationship be-
tween Hollywood storytelling

The University of Cambridge in the UK has opened up its research
collection on The Odyssey till September 30. @opysseymovie/x

and ancient literary genres,” he

told The Indian Express.
Nolan’s adaptation is his fa-

vourite apart from films thaten-

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

gage more loosely with Homer,
such asJean-Luc Godard’s Con-
tempt (1963) and O Brother,
WhereArt Thou?(2001). “Other

exciting examples are Stanley
Kubrick’s 2001: A Space Odys-
sey (1968) and Mario Camerini’s
Ulysses (1954). Butit’s alsoworth
branchingoutinto contempor-
ary literature and reading Alice
Oswald’s magnificent poem
Nobody and Laszl6 Kraszna-
horkai’s novella Chasing
Homer (both 2019),” Kruchio
said in an e-mail.

Meanwhile, the University
of Manchester partnered with
Universal Pictures to showcase
a rare 1,700-year-old parch-
ment of the poem, one of the
earliest surviving versions, and
also threw it open for publicdis-
play two days before the movie’s
release.

The University of Cincinnati
in Ohio, US, in a recent article

Kolkata

highlighted the role of its ar-
chaeologist, Carl Blegen, who
had helped unearth the city of
Troy — a central location in
Homer’s works — during exca-
vations heled between1932 and
1938. Some of the most trench-
ant criticism has come from
Emily Wilson — the University
of Pennsylvania professor
known for her celebrated and
simple translation of The Odys-
sey which Nolan took inspira-
tion from. Kruchio6 said many
key episodes and characters are
missing from the film.
“ButIdon’t think thisisa
bad thing at all: adaptations
that take creative liberties can
be exciting, and in my view,
Nolan has given us a thought-
provoking Odyssey that

grappleswith bigtopicssuchas
the rupture of cultural memory
and a civilisation in crisis,”
he said.

So, why does Odyssey still
resonate even after 3,000 years?
Kruchid said many of the Odys-
sey’s key themes concern the
timeless human experience —
war, love, revenge, travel, and
curiosity, going out and map-
pingthe world. “And then, what
it means to be civilized and
mortal. As a cunning and in-
genuous hero, Odysseus is a
really compelling character.
And let’s not forget that Homer
is a masterful narrator. The
Odyssey is a compelling read,
full of plot twists and suspense.”

FULLREPORTON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM
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* CROSSWORD 6059 | « OVER THEHEDGE
& FEGME
THERE'S AN INTERSTELLAR SEIENTISTS
O8JECT NAMED OUMUAMUA SPECULATE

11

N

.r?:a
ACROSS

1 Contract debts without
interest (9)

8 Potentially earn a place in the
sporting world (5)

9 Sound reasonable (7)

10 Maintain there’s some body
in the beer (6)

11 Sort of butter made from
vegetable and fruit (6)

12 I am conclusively shown to
be better (8)

15 I plantoo casuallybutit’sa
matter of choice (8)

18 Cathy’s rocking the boats (6)
20 Stays will alter a waist (6)

21 Red wines turn scarlet (7)

22 Bones placed in a circle (5)

23 Tasty fruit centre in a new
assortment (9)

DOWN

2 Ringin the nose as a halter (5)
3 Workers’ associations in
unison perhaps (6)

4 Idleness in battle (8)

5 Some canvas or tar (6)

6 Book expresses some
limitation (7)

7 New Year gifts whose days are
numbered (9)

11 Play recorded music to make
ashow (3,2,4)

13 Versatile languages master? (8)

14 Leaves high and dry on the
beaches (7)

16 Get on a bit maybe (6)

17 He puts up the points or puts
them down (6)

19 A small bird and an
enormous one (5)

SOLUTIONS CROSSWORD 6058 ACROSS: 1Wedding, 4 Plain, 7 Ohms, 8
Foregone, 10 Pinpointed, 12 Breech, 13 Issued, 15 Out of order, 18 Fallible, 19
Dolt, 20 Demon, 21 Elapsed DOWN: 1Whoop, 2 Dominoes, 3 Ground, 4
Pretension, 5 Agog, 6 Needled, 9 Conclusion, 11 Outdoors, 12 Briefed, 14

Collie, 16 Rated, 17 Plum

JUMBLED WORDS

Given below are four jumbled words. Solve the jumbles to make
proper words and move them to the respective circles below.
Select the letters in the shaded circles and jumble them to get the

answer for the given quip.

Nearly all men can stand adversity, butif you want totesta

man’s_____,givehim___.(9,..,5)

HLUCCT
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Faollowing E-tenders are invited by
the Sr. Divisional Electrical Engineer
(General)/Eastarn Railway, Sealdah,
2nd Floor, Remote Control Building,
Eastern Railway, Kolkala-700 014 in
connection with the following works:
SI.No.-1. Tender No.: ELEG-OT-
1370-2026-27, Date: 31.07.2026.
Particulars of the work: Electrical
works in connection with Upgradation
of mechanized laundry plant at
aedaldah Depoi. Tender value:
© 42 56 380. Earnest Money:
T 343,500 Completion period: 08
months SI.No.-2. Tender No.:
ELEG-0T-1372-2026-27, Dale:
31.07 2026. Particulars of the work:
Electrical works in connection with
Proposed construction of 07 nos.
Gang Hut & ladies changing room-
3/8T, 8BT, 10/8T & 11/BT PWIET &
DTM-1, DTM-3 & 2C undar
PWI/Sonarpur. Tender value:
T 29,86,651. Earnest Money:
T 59.700. Completion period: 12
months, Tender Publication Date
on IREPS: 31.07.2028 (for Sl.MNo, 1
& 2). Bidding Start Date: 10.03.2026
(far SL.No. 1 & 2). Tender Closing
Date & Time: 24.08.2026 at 14.00
hrs. (for Sl.No. 1 & 2). Details of
tander notice and corrigendum
issuad from time to ime are available

at website : www.ireps.gov.in.
(50AH-166/2026-27)
Tandes Nabces are also avaitable af websi:
www,arindianrailways.gow.in www.ireps.pav.in

Follow us at: Ed@EasternRailway
€ easternrailwayheadquarter

"IMPORTANT"

Whilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising
copy, itis not possible to verify
its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot
be held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damageincurredasaresultof
fransactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising inits newspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies
or entering into any
agreements with advertisers
or otherwise acting on an
advertisement in any
manner whatsoever.
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THAT'S PASSING THROUGH
OUR SOLAR SYSTEM...

THAT T'S AN
EXTRATERRESTRIAL
PROBE/

A E e AT L Ol Ly S aliumss ol e e e

e CALVIN & HOBBES

WON! THREE NEW W
MAGAZINES, FOR. ME

YESTERDAY 1 GOV FINE.
I LONE GETTING AL
THIS MalL,

& 1 BEE W Tt =y A Wkl Seniararen

BY MICHAEL FRY & T LEWIS

COVER YOUR

RECENE ALL THESE

BY BILL WATTERSON

HOW COME. YO T WENT TO THE LIBRARY
AND FILLED QUT AL THE
SUBSCRIPTION CARDS THAT

SAD © ME LATER"
.'EILL e L s

MAGAZINES T

BY TOM ARMSTRONG

FEATAT TR =T, Wreisiaer fwior fawm,
St |mue-11 SRR

STCUSHTAN Z-Slcht Fal W& 09,/2026-2027

Bid for Constt of Various Various Missing Link Road Lunkaransar and SriDungargarh are
invited from interested bidders from 27-07-2026 to 06-08-2026 06.00 PM. and to be opened
07-08-2026 02:00 PM. Other particulars of the bid may be visited on the procurement portal
(http:// eproc.rajasthan.gov.in, http://sppp.raj.nic.in) of the state; and PWD Department website.
The approximate value of the procurement is Rs 1519.00 Lacs.

UBN No. :- PWD2627WSOB07862, PWD2627WSOB07863, PWD2627WSOB07864
PWD2627WSOB07865, PWD2627WSOB07866

TAEKWONDO BELLA! I'M SO GLAD
P

I

TO SEE YOU!

CAN YOU TELL ME
E_IIGW TO GET HGMEE:

SLRE... IF YOU CAN DEFEAT ME
IN A SPARRING MATCH!

P

=
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DIFFICULTY LEVEL 2s

INSTRUCTIONS T 5 8
To solve a Sudoku ' % = 6

puzzle, every digit from -
1to 9 must appear in ?
each of the nine vertical

4= | O

€
M| WO

columns, in each of the B

nine horizontal rows v
and in each of the nine
boxes. 4 '

wn

SUDOKU 6401

Qo | w

DIFFICULTY LEVEL _ 9 _

1s = Very easy; 2s = Easy; 6 ' B

3s =Medium; 4s = Hard;

5s = Very Hard; 8 | 1 4 |

6s = Genius

SOLUTION SUDOKU 6400
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KMRCL
INVITES e-TENDER

TENDER NO.
GM/S&T/AFC/
ADDL. GATES-35/03
For details please visit
KMRCL websites :
https:filkmrcl.ewizard.in OR
www. kmre.in

Managing Director

KMALC

femtien:-24/7/2026

/-
ot v, wivta fem -1l SR

IN THE COURT OF THE CIVIL
JUDGE, SENIOR DIVISION

AT VASCO-DA-GAMA, GOA.
Port. Civil Misc. Application No. 51/2025/8

Ms. Sandra Lobo,

D/o. Santan Francisco Lobo,

36 years of age, Divorcee,

Service, Indian National,

R/o.H.No.439/2, Kesarval,

Cortalim, Goa, 403710
Versus

Mr. Abhay Krishnadas Adhikari,

S/o. Late Harimohandas Adhekari,

37 years of age, Service,

R/o. B-403, Umiya Habitat, Upasnagar,

Sancoale, Goa. ... Respondent

NOTICE

..... Petitioner

To,

Mr. Abhay Krishnadas Adhikari, S/o. Late
Harimohandas Adhekari, 37 years of age,
Service, R/o. B-403, Umiya Habitat,
Upasnagar, Sancoale, Goa.

Whereas the above named Applicant has
filed an application for Permanent custody
of Minor Child, Ms. Srijiya Ayushi Lobo,
under Article 1458 of Portuguese Civil Code
riw Sec. 151 of Code of Civil Procedure.

The Applicant has further filed application
for substituted service by paper publication
under Order V Rule 20 of the Code of Civil
Procedure, 1908.

And whereas this Court after going
through the sald application has passed an
order "Issue summons by publication which
shall be published in a newspaper in
circulationin Kolkata".

Now, therefore, you are hereby required
to appear in this Court in person or by a
pleader, on 9th day of September, 2026 at
10.00.a.m., failing which the said application
will be heard and determined in your
absence.
Given under my hand and the seal of the
Court, this 3rd day of August, 2026

(Dattaram Shetgaonkar)
Superintendent
By Order of the Court

seal

PUNJAB STATE POWER CORPORATION LTD.

'7*5 (Regd. Office: PSEB Head Office, The Mall, Patiala - 147001)

PRI

Corporate Identification Number (CIN): U40109PB2010SGC033813
(Contact No. 96461-22185)

Dated: 03.08.2026

Tender Enquiry No. 384/SS(D)-403/Spares

Dy.CE/ Substation Design/ TS Organization, PSPCL, C-1,, Shakti Vihar,
PSPCL, Patiala invites E-tender for Manufacture, Testing and Supply Of
Armoured ISI Marked Single Core 11KV 300mm2 Size Stranded Aluminum
Conductor, XLPE Insulated, PVC Sheathed, Screened Cable (32.50Kms) In
Accordance With IS: 7098 (Part-2) With Latest Amendments Manufactured
With CCV/Sioplas Technology. For detailed NIT & Tender Specification please
refer to https://eproc.punjab.gov.in from 05.08.2026 (11:00 AM onwards).

Note: - Corrigendum & addendum, if any will be published online at
https://eproc.punjab.gov.in
No. 13937/PB

C 762/26

- KARNATAKA INDUSTRIAL
Bm="" AREAS DEVELOPMENT BOARD

(A Government of Karnataka Undertaking)
No.2, 2/1 and 2/3, Kalidasa Marg, 1st Main Road, Gandhinagar, Bengaluru-560 009.
Phone No. 080-22265383 website : www.kiadb.in e-Mail: cdoce1@kiadb.in
No. IADB/ENGG/ETND-Rent-Service-01/2448/2026-27 Date: 04.08.2026

SHORT-TERM NOTICE INVITING TENDER

(Through GoK Karnataka Public Procurement Portal Only)
KIADB invites tender as per the Karnataka Transparency
in Public Procurement Act 1999 and Rules 2000 through
electronic procurement for renting Plug & Play building on
monthly basis under one cover system for the following:

(1) Allotment of Plug & Play Building in Plot No. AM-02,
Apparel Park Industrial Area Phase-1, Mini Textile Park,
Doddaballapura, Bengaluru Rural District on monthly rental
basis (2nd Call).
(2) Allotment of Plug & Play Building in Plot No. AM-03-P4,
Apparel Park Industrial Area Phase-1, Mini Textile Park,
Doddaballapura, Bengaluru Rural District on monthly rental
basis (2nd Call)
Applicants may download bidding documents from the Karnataka
Public Procurement Portal https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in
Last Date and Time for Receipt of Tenders: 21.08.2026
up to 4:00 P.M.

Sd/- Engineer-in-Chief, K..A.D.B

PUNJAB STATE POWER CORPORATION LTD.

(Regd. Office: PSEB Head Office, The Mall, Patiala - 147001)

Corporate Identification Number (CIN): U40109PB2010SGC033813
Website: www.pspcl.in, (Contact No. 96461-01116)

Tender Enquiry No. 30/GCD/LDH/TS/PSPCL/2026 Dated: 05.08.2026

ASE/ Grid Construction, opp. PAU Gate No.l1, PSPCL, Ludhiana invites
Short Term e-Tender for Outsourcing of 1 no. New 66 KV Substation
Bhamipura with 20 MVA PTF works on partial turnkey mode under Grid
Construction Division, Ludhiana under Grid Construction Circle, Ludhiana.
For detailed NIT & Tender Specifications please
http://eproc.punjab.gov.in from 05.08.2026 (01:00 PM onwards).
Note: Corrigendum and amendments, if any, will be published online at

http://eproc.punjab.gov.in.
No. 13944/PB

refer to

C767/26

.-_—'. COMTAINER CORPORATION OF IMDIA LTD.
l!_""?'i‘l HAATE T A=A '-Jl:lﬂr:T_:l

[A MAVRATHA UNDERTAMING OF GOVT, OF BNOHA)
Regd Offica: CONCOR Bhowan, C-3, Mothura Rood, Bew Delhi— 110 674
CIM: LA300 1 DL SERGOIEEN15 Phane; §5-11-4 1222500500

TO INVESTOR EDUCATION AND PROTECTION FUND

Shareholders are hereby Informed that pursuant to the provisions of Investor
Education and Protecton Fund Authority {Accounting, Audit, Transfer and
Refund) Rules, 2016 ("the Rules®) as amended from time o tme, the Final
Dividand declared for the financial vear 2018-19, which remained unclaimed
for a paried of 2even years will bacome due o be credited (o the IEPF on
02,10.2026. The comesponding shares on which said dividend has remained
unclaimed for seven consecutive years will also be transferred as par tha
procadure setoutin the Rules,

Tha Company will not fransfer such shares fo the IEPF Authornty where there is a
specific order of Court! Iribunal restraining amy ransfer of such shares of whens
the shares are hypothecated! pledged under the Depositories Act, 1996

In compliance to the Rules, the Company has communicated individually to
the concermed shareholders and the details of such shares liable o be
transferred to IEPF are also made available on its websile, Shareholders
concerned may refer 1o the web-link: https:llcms.concorindia.co.in:
E000/uploadsiems/pdfEx1ctCPMIKTSvB_Listofsharestransfered. pdf o
varify the details of thair unencashed dividend(s) and lo verily the details of the
shares liable to be transfierred.

Shareholders are requested to claim the Final Dividend declared for the
financial year 2018-19 and onwards befora the same becomeas dua for

transfer o the IEPF

Concerned shareholders holding shares in physical form and whose shares
are liable 1o be transferred to IEPF Authorily, may note that the Company
would be issuing duplicate share certificate(s) in lieu of the original held by
them for the purpase of transfer of shares to IEPF and upon such 1ssua, the
Company shall Inform the depository by way of corporate action to convert the
duplicate share cerfificates into DEMAT form and transfer those shares in
favour of IEPF Authority, The criginal share certificates) which-are registered
in the name of onginal shareholders will stand automabcally cancelled and be
deamed non-negotiable. Concernad shareholders holding shares in
dematenialized form may note that the Company shailinform the depository by
way of corporale action for lransfer of shares in favaur of tha DEMAT acoount
of the [EPF Autharity.

The shareholders may further note that the details made available by the
Company on its websile shall be desmaed as adequate notica in respact of
above matter of transfer of shares to IEPF Authority,

In case the Company does not receive any communication from- the
concarnead shareholders on of before 02 10,2026, the Company with a view o
adhering with ihe requirements of the Rules, will fransfer the unclaimed Final
Dividand of FY 2018-15 to the IEPF by the dus date e, 01.11.2026. Tha
corresponding shares, on which dividend s unclaimed for seven consecutive
yaars, shall also be ransferrad to [EPF Authonty without any further notice,
Plaasa nola thal no claim shall e against the Company in respecl of
unclaimed dividend amount. and shares transferred to IEPF. Shareholders
may claim the dividend and comesponding shares transferrad o |EPF
inciuding all benefits accruing-on such shares, if any, from the |EFPF Authornity
after oflowang the procadurs prascribed in the Rules.

Ay shareholdensVparson(s) who hasthave any claimis)/guaries in respect
of such shares or dividend or for any clarification on the above matter, may
cantact the Company's Registrar ard Shame Transfer Agants, M/s Bestal
Financial & ‘Computer Services (P) Lid., Bestal House, 3rd Floor, 99,
Madangir, Behind Local Shopping Centre, Mew Delhi-110062 Ph.: 011-
25961 281782583, email: beetalraf@gmail.com or concon@beatalfinancial .com.

For Container Corporation of India Limited
sdf-

(Harish Chandra)

Principal Executive Director (Finance) & C5

Place: New Delhl, India
Date - 02.08.2026

BY GEORGIA NICOLS

*ROYALSTARS

ARIES (MAR 21- APR 20): Resist the urge to get tangled
up infinancial disagreements with your kids, afriend, a
group or aromantic partner. Focus on social outings today.
Keep things light. Tonight: Be patient.

I'YI

TAURUS (APR 21- MAY 21): Today the Moon is in your
sign. However, it's at odds with two other planets, which
can encourage power struggles and disputes, especially
with authority figures. Therefore, keep your head down.
Tonight: You're strong.

GEMINI(MAY 22 - JUNE 21): This is the classic day for an
argument with relatives, siblings, neighbours or daily con-
tacts. Orit might be road rage. Save your energy. The only
thing anger does is make everyone miserable. Patience is

your best friend today. Tonight: Enjoy solitude.

CANCER (JUNE 22 - JULY 23): You're never casual
about money, which is why you mightendupina
dispute with afriend, group or financial institution.
You might even argue about an inheritance or your fair
share of something. This tension will quickly blow over.
Tonight: Friendships.

LEO (JULY 24 - AUG 23): Thisis atricky day because
you are noticed. But you might find yourself at odds
with authority figures, partners or close friends.
Think of the impression you create on your audience.
Tonight: Be modest.

B

VIRGO (AUG 24 - SEP 23): Steer clear of controversial
subjects today. Very likely, they will escalate into a nasty
confrontation. You can never change someone else’s
point of view. Stay calm. Tonight: Explore.

LIBRA (SEP 24 - OCT 23): Parents might find themselves
atodds with their kids today. Likewise, romantic partners
also might be angered. And some of you might be disap-
pointedinafriend or a group. Cope as best you can with
courtesy and patience. Tonight: Check your finances.

08

SCORPIO (OCT 24 - NOV 23): Steer clear of confronta-
tions with partners, spouses, family members and bosses
today, because it could escalate quickly into something
nasty. Tonight: Cooperate.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 24 - DEC 22): Interactions at work,
politics, religion, plus appointments and errands that
you're juggling today are all reasons you might be at odds
with someone. But this doesn't have to happen, optimism
isa survival issue for you. Tonight: Work.

B E

CAPRICORN (DEC 23 - JAN 20): Avoid money squabbles
if you can, because this will only ruin your day. Instead,
buckle down, work hard and get stuff done. Tonight: Share
time with someone.

AQUARIUS (JAN 21-FEB19): Partners, spouses,

close friends and family members might be at odds

with you today. If you enter the fray, there's no winning.
Instead, take a breath. Sit this one out. Tomorrow is
adelightful, practical and productive day. Tonight: Relax
athome.

i

PISCES (FEB 20 - MAR 20): Although you will be tempted
torespond in kind if you are attacked by others today,
especially work colleagues or even an enemy, think of your
own peace of mind. You matter. Don't let what others say
getunder your skin. Tonight: Discussions.

[emn WODE Dairy Serices
g#} NODE Housa, Chawdhary Jhandu Singh Marg, near Kamal Cinema
Ry Complax. B4 Block, Salarjung Enclane, Mew Calbi, Dalhi- 110029
INVITATION FOR BID (IFB), LOCAL COMPETITIVE BIDDING [LCEB)
5. Description of Tender with Event Start! | Estimated | EMD
Ko. Eid Ref Number Close Date Cost
I | Sed up Inbzror Work (Eleclrical_Audio_Videa) 10 Auguest 2028 Rs. Rz
Aitfcial Insemingdar Trining Cenlrg ol Caw 31 August 2026 1.0.Cr 1.0 Lakt
sancluaty Muzaffamagar UP
NOSCOW_SARCTURYMUZAFFARNAGAR!
ELECTRICAL ALIDIO VIDEQ Augi26-27
2| Set up Inferior Work (Fumituee) Artificial Indeminalor | 10 August 2026 s, Rs
Tralnirg Centre &t Cow Senctuary Muzaffamagar 31 August 2026 1450 | 1.95Lakh
Utiar Predesh KOSCOW, SAMCTURY!
MUZAFFARMAGARIFURKITURE Aug/26-27
3| 10KL BWIC for MPCe 05 Avquest 2026 Rs. R=
KOSMPOARCIBMCH DHLIZE-27 26 Algust 2026 | 30Cr 3 Lakh
4 | Supply & Tasling aof Muminun: Can (in Punjab &UP | 0F August 2026 Ris. R=
2028-ZTJICANDSMPO D5Mik Can 24 Augiest 2026 15Cr 1.5 Lakh
For furthar details perteining ta IFB and far downdnading the bid documend, pleasa visit the
websitas: hitps:levants.nocdfiemarkat. comibidderd, hitps.wawnddbdairpservices com! &
https fwww.nedfiemarket.comlindex phplavctions-2 Bab-44753
Please Mate: Any carflgendumimod|fication ete, will be posied onky an the abaye websites

PUNJAB STATE POWER CORPORATION LTD.

(Regd. Office: PSEB Head Office, The Mall, Patiala - 147001)

Corporate Identification Number (CIN): U40109PB2010SGC033813
Website: www.pspcl.in, (Contact No. 96461-01116)

Tender Enquiry No. 27/GCD/LDH/TS/PSPCL/2026 Dated: 05.08.2026

ASE/ Grid Construction, opp. PAU Gate No.1, PSPCL, Ludhiana invites Snort
Term e-Tender for Outsourcing of 2 no. Augmentation of PTF (including
matching work) related works on partial turnkey mode under RDSS scheme under
Grid Construction Division, Ludhiana under Grid Construction Circle, Ludhiana.

For detailed NIT & Tender Specifications please refer to http://eproc.punjab.gov.in
from 05.08.2026 (01:00 PM onwards).

Note: Corrigendum and amendments, if any, will be published online at
http://eproc.punjab.gov.in.

C 764/26

No. 13941/PB

Punjab State Power Corporation Limited
( Regd. office PSEB Head Office. The Mall, Patiala 147001)
Corporate Identity No. UP0109PB2010SGC033813
Website: www.pspcl.in (Contact No. 96461-01116)

Tender Enquiry No. 32/GCD/LDH/TS/PSPCL/2026 Dated: 05.08.2026

ASE/ Grid Construction, opp. PAU Gate No.l, PSPCL, Ludhiana invites Short Term
e-Tender for Outsourcing of 1 no. New 66 KV Substation Tapprian Khurd with 12.5
MVA PTF works on partial turnkey mode under Grid Construction Division, Ludhiana
under Grid Construction Circle, Ludhiana.

For detailed NIT & Tender Specifications please refer to http://eproc.punjab.gov.in
from 05.08.2026 (01:00 PM onwards).

Note: Corrigendum and amendments, if any, will be published online at

http://eproc.punjab.gov.in.

Note: Corrigendum and addendum if any will be published online at https://eproc.pun-
jab.gov.in

No. 13947/PSPCL No. C769/26

s, BENGALURU METROPOLITAN TRANSPORT CORPORATION
.-+ ¢} Traffic (Com) Department, 2nd Floor, Shanthinagar TTMC,

“==="K H. Road, Bengaluru-560027. Telephone No: 080-22537575
Website : www.mybmtc.com e-mail : ctmc@mybmtc.com

No.BMTC/CO/TR/COM/1936/1448/2026-27 Dated: 01.08.2026

TENDER NOTIFICATION NO:12/2026-27 (e-Procurement Platform)

Bengaluru Metropolitan Transport Corporation invites bids from eligible
persons/agencies for the Audio Advertisements inside 300 Non-AC
Buses through the e-procurement platform.

Place: CTM(C)’s Chamber, 2nd Floor,
Central Office, BMTC, Shanthinagar,
Bengaluru

Date of Pre-Bid
meeting

10.08.2026 at
11:00hrs

Last date & time for submission of bids is on | 31.08.2026 up to17:00hrs

Opening of Technical bids is on 02.09.2026 at 11:00hrs

To be Intimated later

Opening of Financial bids is on

Further details in this regard can be obtained in the e-procurement portal

www.kppp.karnataka.gov.in or by Contacting: 09240214000; 09240214001;

080-22483777 or 7760997519 & 7760991222. E-mail: ctmc@mybmtc.com.
Sd/- Chief Traffic Manager (Com) (Tender inviting Authority)

indianexpress.com
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NDIA'S PERFORMANCE
atthe Glasgow Common-
wealth Games would
largely focus on the haul
of 39 medals, including13
gold. Butthe15Ssilver medalstell
a story of their own. Some of
them are a case study of ‘what
could have been’, some others a
gold lost, while some others
broke new ground.
Alook at the events where
Indians finished second-best:

ATHLETICS

Indian track and field athletes
won a total of 10 medals, sur-
passing the mark of eight
medals in the 2022 edition.
There was no gold this time,
and the haul included five
silver and five bronze medals.

BREAKING NEW GROUND
GULVEER SINGH, 10,000M
Gulveer Singh outpacing Afri-
cans and holding his nerve in
the last 200m of a long-dis-
tance event is arguably one of
the best moments for Indian
athletics in recent times. The
27-year-old from Uttar Pradesh
won asilver in the10,000m and
a bronze in 5,000m stamping
his claim as a genuine medal
contender at the global level.
Gulveer’s performance comes
on the back of his consistent
participation in several elite-
level races over the past two
years. While the upcoming
Asian Games may be an easier
proposition for Gulveer given
the relative lack of top-level
competition, he needs to par-
ticipate in events like the Dia-
mond League and Gold Conti-
nental tour events.

CONSISTENCY PERSONIFIED
NEERAJCHOPRA,

JAVELIN THROW

Returning after a long injury
layoff, Neeraj Chopra was com-
peting in a stacked field with
the likes of Rumesh Pathirage,
Arshad Nadeem, Keshorn Wal-
cott and Anderson Peters.
Neeraj produced a season-best
throw of 85.83m in his second
attempt only to be upstaged by
world leader Pathirage, who
threw 89.75m. There is nothing
to analyse in Neeraj's medal
apart from the fact that he still
has got the big-event tempera-
ment to win medals. The silver
reaffirms the fact that he re-
mains one of the most consist-
ent throwers in the world. He
will have a chance to get the
better of Pathirage at the Asian
Games, where Nadeem will
also be present.

JUST THE BEGINNING
SARVESH KUSHARE, HIGH JUMP
Sarvesh Anil Kushare is one
of the most improved Indian
athletes at the global level. In
Glasgow, he jumped 2.25m to
win the silver medal as Jamai-
can Romaine Beckford took the
gold on countback. It may be
seen as a gold medal lost as Sar-
vesh had cleared 2.31m to break
the national record at the Inter-

Stokes rules out
Ashes return,
hopes toturn
coachinfuture

Express News Service
New Delhi, August 4

FORMER ENGLAND captain
Ben Stokes has ruled out any
possibility of making an inter-
national comeback but has ex-
pressed a strong desire to coach
the national team in the future.

“I'm doing my level three
coaching now while I'm still
playing, because I want, when
the day comes that I’'m not
playing any more, I'd love tobe
able to have all that stuff signed
off and done,” Stokes said on
the Forthe Love of Cricket pod-
cast, speaking alongside his
former teammates Jos Buttler
and Stuart Broad.

“IknowwhatIwanttodoin
terms of staying within the
game, which is to be a coach.
And would I love to be coach of
England one day? Absolutely. I
just really like the idea of being,
again, like, in some form of
leadership away from playing,”
he added.

The 35-year-old shocked the
cricketing world when he an-
nounced hisretirement fromin-
ternational cricketin June, dur-
ingthe home series against New
Zealand. He had earlier rejected
suggestions he could return for
the Ashes, telling BBC Test
Match Special: “I am incredibly
content with everything right
now. It is a decision I don’t take
lightly. It has taken a lot of time.
Iam done.Iam very happy.”

State National Championships
in June. However, given this is
hisfirst major medal, heislikely
to improve further and has the
Asian Gamestolook forward to.

NEED HIS BEST AT BIG EVENTS
SREESHANKAR MURALI,
LONG JUMP

One of the most consistent In-
dian athletes over the last
one year, Sreeshankar was
disappointed after his

last jump despite win-

ning his second

Commonwealth
Games  silver
medal. He

jumped 8.09m
to finish be-
hind Ja-
maica’s Tajay
Gayle (8.15m).
Sreeshankar
had recorded a leap of
8.38m at the Inter-State Na-
tional Championships but
couldn’t repeat that perform-
ance in Glasgow. He now needs
to figure out how to get bigger
jumps at major events and will
now target the Asian Games,
where he won a silver in 2023.

NEED TO REPLICATE HIS BEST
PRAVEEN CHITHRAVEL,

TRIPLE JUMP

It was redemption for the triple
jumper from Tamil Nadu, who
had finished agonisingly close
to the podium in the 2022 edi-
tion. In Glasgow, he jumped
16.58m to finish behind Jordan
Scott of Jamaica. While it was
a monkey off Chithravel’s
back, his effort was nowhere
close to what he is capable of.
Chithravel failed to replicate
his domestic form at global
events, with his personal best
being 17.37m. He won the
bronze at the 2023 Asian
Games. If he wants to change
the colour of the medal, he will
have to cross 17m.

JUDO

RAPID IMPROVEMENT
YAMINIMOURYA, 57KG

It was a historic campaign for
India, winning two gold medals
for the first time. But the silver
for Yamini is also a big achiev-
ement. With this medal, she
hasbuilt a strong resume of in-
ternational medals. She built
on her success at the World
University Games, where her
bronze was the first medal won
by an Indian judoka. While the
Asian Gameswould be tougher,
she will draw confidence from
her performance at the Asian
Championships, where she lost
in the bronze medal match.

BOXING

GAMBLE SUCCESSFUL
JADUMANI SINGH - 55KG

His performance deserves
more appreciation than the
medal itself. Having moved up
from SOkg to 55kg this year with
the 2028 Olympics cycle in
mind, the Manipuri overcame
doubtsover hissizetoreachthe
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Silver lining

for Asiad, and beyond

Fifteen second-place finishes at Glasgow may be the first step towards
greater laurels at Asian Games and other big events. PRITISH RAJ,
MIHIR VASAVDA and SHIVANI NAIK analyse
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e RISING STAR

Yash Vir’s journey: Mentored by athlete dad,
inspired by Chopra’s world Under-20 gold

Nihal Koshie
New Delhi, August 4

ON RETURNING home from
the Glasgow Commonwealth
Games, men's javelin bronze
medalist Yash Vir Singhison a
break. He will spend the next
few days at his paternal grand-
mother's home in Devsar in
Bhiwani district, a boxing hub.
"Being with my family is the
best way to wind down and
relax. I love it here... spending
time with my uncles and
grandmother," Singh said on
Tuesday. Yash Vir lives in Jai-
pur, but he often makesatripto
his happy place.

He, however, never took a
fancy toboxing. His father, Rai
Singh, a Railways javelin
champion and now coach, had
a big influence on him. "I re-
member watching my father
on television when he partici-
pated in national competi-
tions. Back then I didn't know
what javelin was, but I recall
seeing him return home with
medals. My grandfather Bhan-
war Singh was also a Services
champion in the 400-metre
hurdles. Though boxer Manish
Kaushik (world championship
medalist) is from Devsar and so
is Jitender (Olympian), it was
only natural that I took up the
javelin because of my father,"
Yash Vir said.

When in Class 8, Yash Vir

started basic drills, learning to
throw with javelin-shaped
wooden sticks and then mov-
ing to the aluminium version.
The journey, which began
nearly a decade ago, culmi-
nated in him winning the
bronze medal at the Games on
Friday. "My father was over-
joyed. He was sitting close to
the throwing area, giving me
instructions. I am happy also
because I could give my father
something in return for all the
years he coached me and be-
lieved inme. Thisis the biggest
medal I have won to date. The
bonus was about crossing 85
metres for the first time," Yash
Vir said.

The conditions for the
men's javelin final at the Scot-
stoun Stadium were tough,
with athletes having to deal
with aheadwind. Nine ofthe 12
finalists couldn't throw over 84
metres. Yash Vir struggled too.
78.55 metres, 81.33m and
76.95m were his three legal
throws before the sixth and last
round. Sri Lanka's Rumesh
Tharanga Pathirage became
the runway leader when he reg-
istered 89.75 metres in the sec-
ond round, his only legal throw.
Neeraj Chopra's 85.83m put
him in second place. Yash Vir,
whowas placed sixth before the
start of the final round, didn't
seem like he would finish on
the podium. Confident about
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Yash Vir Singh won bronze in the CWG men’s javelin throw. pti

bettering his personal best of
83.72 metres, Yash Vir didn't
lose hope.

Neeraj’s advice

He sought advice from one
of the best in the business. "I
asked Neeraj about what to do
about the headwind. He told
me not torelease thejavelin too
high and to try and keep it
flatter and the trajectory as
straight as possible. My dad also
told me the same thing. But to
execute it in a final is not easy.
Not just the headwind; it was
pretty cold too. In my fifth
throw, I didn't get a good dis-
tance (76.95m) because of the
headwind. I had thrown 82

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

metresintraining, sol knewif1
got the trajectory right, I could
win a medal. When I released
the javelin for the final time, I
knew I would cross 82-83
metres from the feel of it," Yash
Virsaid. That he won the bronze
medal after two injury scares —
shoulder surgery in 2022 and a
complication because of weak
shoulder muscles in 2024 —
made the success even sweeter.
"The second time I felt discom-
fort in my shoulder, my initial
worry was whether I had to
have another surgery. Thank-
fully, physios at the Abhinav
Bindra Targeting Performance
centre in Jaipur helped me.
“Injuries happen, but what

Injuries

happen, but
what you do after
thatisimportant.
Winninga CWG
medal has given me
immense belief that I
can compete against
thebestin the world”

YASH VIR SINGH,
ON COMING BACK AFTER INJURIES

you do after that is important.
Winning a CWG medal has
given me immense belief thatI
can compete against the bestin
the world." Chopra's Under-20
World Championship gold had
inspired a young Yash Vir dur-
ing a time when his father was
coaching him. "I felt if Neeraj
could doit, even I could. I just
needed the belief in my early
years.”

Yash Vir believes he needs
to make changes to his tech-
nique to improve his throwing
distance and not hit a plateau.
"Tam still not able to release my
arm fully when I throw the
javelin. I fall towards the left
side when I throw. It is about
constantly improving because
javelin in India is highly com-
petitive. I want to win more
medals for India."

Kolkata
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CWG final. He strung together
four victories, beating boxers
from Scotland, Pakistan, Zam-
bia and Namibia before losing
to Australia's Jye Dixon in the
gold-medal bout. The
weight transition had al-
ready yielded a na-
tional title and inter-

) national medals,

3/ - but Glasgow
_ validated the
: ("_"\ gamble.
NOTHING NEW
TOLEARN
LOVLINA BOR-

GOHAIN - 75KG
Lovlina Borgo-

hain was as-

- *‘ sured of a medal
i * even before she
entered the ring.
Her category had just five
boxers, and the Indian got a
first-round bye, which meant a
direct entry into the semifinals.
Facingaboxer from Tuvalu can
hardly qualify as a proper test.
The Olympic bronze medallist,
as expected, reached the final,
where -in her only challenge of
the competition - she lost to
two-time Worlds medallist
Australia’s Emma-Sue Green-
tree. We didn't learn anything
new about Lovlina at Glasgow
2026. The Asian Games will
provide amore accurate reflec-
tion of where she stands.

TOUGH TASK

NARENDER BERWAL - 90KG
The heavyweight divisions
have rarely been India's strong-
estsuitinternationally, and Na-
render Berwal’s silver rein-
forces this point. At the CWG
level, Indians seem good
enough to reach the super
heavyweight division final but
not strong enough to clinch
gold. This was the third con-
secutive instance of an Indian
boxer reaching the final of this
category, only tolose there. Be-
fore Berwal, it was Satish
Kumar in 2018 and Sagar Ahla-
wat in 2022. This trend will be
tough to change at the Asiad
and world tournaments, where
the Indians often fall short
against physically-imposing
heavyweights.

WEIGHTLIFTING

Mirabai Chanu got a good
workout ahead of her pursuit of
an elusive Asian Games medal
witha CWG gold. But the silvers
hold long-term potential, after
changes in weight categories
and plenty of hard work.

LONGWAYTOGO

RISHIKANTA SINGH CHANAM-
BAM, 60KG

Manipur's first male lifter to
medal at CWG, his 121kg
Snatch was a Games record.
But the good news ends there.
He missed gold (won by Malay-
sia's Aniq Kasdan -121S + 152
C&J =273kg), after a knee prob-
lem flared up. Coach Vijay
Sharma says he was capable of
155 in clean & jerk. The North

Korean winner at thelast Asian
meet lifted 304 total, 3kg short
of the world record.

But 60kg is not even an
Olympic category, so 65kgisthe
target where thelast Asian gold
was won with 329kg. Rishi-
kanta will need to go 135+ in
Snatch and 175+ in C&J atleast,
to get into that bracket (He
Yeuji WR -150+183).

FULL OF POTENTIAL
GYANESHWARI YADAV, 53KG
Her total lift of 199kg (88 S + 111
C&J) was 7kg short of the gold.
Impressively, she had 6/6 good
lifts. So, her prospects are good.
At the Asiad, she will be chal-
lenged by Chinese Zhao Jinlan
(most recent: 95+121) and Viet-
namese Hoai Huong (87+108).
At the Olympics, it’s the lowest
category for women. So once
Mirabai moves up from 49,
Gyaneshwari will need to step
up to 61Kkg.

CARRYING FAMILY TRADITION
AJAY BABU VALLURI, 79KG
149+181 for a total of 330kg was
a good start for the 21-year-old
from north Andhra, whose
father won bronze at Delhi
2010. He missed gold by just 1
kg after setting a snatch record.
However, the North Koreans
and Chinese are in the range of
345 to 364Kkg, going by the
Asian Championships. Their
Snatch scores are at least 8kg
over Ajay’s, while Ri Rong-hyon
regularly lifts 25kg more in C&J.
The Indian will need to move
up to 85kg, or drop to 75, the
former more likely.

CHANCE MISSED

LOVEPREET SINGH, 110+KG
NoIndian had ever lifted 176kg
in Snatch, so Lovepreet’s silver
at 388kg (212 C&J) is outstand-
ing, even if he missed gold by a
mere 1kg. He has gone up 33kg
in total since Birmingham, and
isa pathbreaker in super heavy-
weights where India has tradi-
tionally been weak. His duel
with Kiwi David Liti was one of
the entertainment highlights of
the Games. Iran’s Alireza You-
sefi, though, has the world stan-
dard at 477kg (218+261) set at
Gandhinagar’s Asian Cham-
pionships in May, and will
show up at Aichi Nagoya, a full
89kg ahead.

INJURY TROUBLE

RAJA MUTHUPANDI, 65KG

Won silver at 286kg (126+160)
despite a persistent shoulder
problem. But the Asian markis
at 150+183, so an Asiad medal
looks tough in Aichi-Nagoya.

ASIAD, ABRIDGETOO FAR
HARJINDER KAUR, 69KG

Her silver at 227kg (101+126)
was an improvement on her
bronze from Birmingham. At
age 29, she did well but was 8kg
off the pace for gold. North
Korean Song Kuk Hyang lifted
263kg (112+151) at the Asian
meetin Gandhinagar, a11+25kg
deficit that’s hard to overcome
in two months.

Next stop for Neeraj:
Lausanne DL on Aug 21

Express News Service
New Delhi, August 4

DOUBLE OLYMPIC medallist
Neeraj Chopra is set to partici-
patein the Lausanne Diamond
League, popularly known as
Athletissima, on August 21.

Neeraj will be competing in
a stacked field similar to Com-
monwealth Games 2026 along
with European stars.

The field has Olympic
champion Arshad Nadeem of
Pakistan, reigning World
Champion Keshorn Walcott of
Trinidad and Tobago, freshly
crowned Commonwealth
Games champion and World
leader Rumesh Pathirage of Sri
Lanka, and former World and
Olympics champions Ander-
son Peters of Grenada and Tho-
mas Rohler of Germany.

Along with these athletes,
Tokyo Olympics silver medal-
list Jakub Vadlejch,German Jul-
ian Weber and World Cham-
pionship Curtis Thompson, the
world number two this year, will
bethere. Five of these throwers,
Neeraj, Arshad, Pathirage,
Peters, and Walcott competed
in the Commonwealth Games
Javeliin final four days back
with Pathirage winningthetitle
with amonster throw of 89.75m.
The Sri Lankan hasbeen in im-
peccable form with world lead
and top five throws of the sea-
son. He is also the only thrower
to cross the 90m mark this sea-
son with 92.67m throw at the
Rome Diamond League.

Pathirage’s exploits earned

him praise from Neeraj. “He’sa
good boy. He’s a friend of mine.
This year he really threw well.
It’s good he’s doing something
great for Sri Lanka,” said Neeraj
about Pathirage. Neeraj, who
won silver medal at the Com-
monwealth Games, produced a
season best throw of 85.83m to
finish second. This was the sec-
ond major competition Neeraj
participated in after an injury
layoff after the Tokyo World
Championships 2025 where he
had finished eighth.

Shirse out for Asiad

PTI adds: India's 110m
hurdles star Tejas Shirse on
Tuesday revealed that he will
not be able to compete in the
upcoming Asian Games in
Japan as he participated in the
recently-concluded Common-
wealth Games with "two stress
fractures" on hisleft foot. Shirse
became the firstIndian toreach
the 110m hurdles finals in the
Glasgow CWG, with a time of
13.76 seconds. But running with
a heavily taped foot, Shirse fin-
ished lastin an eight-menfield,
clocking 15.39 seconds while
grimacing in pain.

"This isn't the post I
dreamed of writing. I thought
I'd be holding a medal. Thiswas
the time I was prepared to win.
Instead, I'm holding MRI re-
ports," he wrote on Instagram.
"Two stress fractures in my left
foot. Adream paused. A season
over," he added. In the post,
Shirse conceded that his Asiad
dreams are over.
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PERSONNEL PROBLEMS

India’s injury crisis exposes
deeper workload concerns

From Bumrah to Washington to Nitish,
fitness woes bring rehab under scanner
as Gill & Coreach Sri Lankan shores

Venkata Krishna B
Chennai, August 4

AS CAPTAIN Shubman Gill
landed with his team in Co-
lombo on Tuesday for a crucial
two-Test series against Sri
Lanka, he arrived with a fam-
iliar problem that confronted
him in the recent ODIs in Eng-
land — missing key players due
to injuries. Jasprit Bumrah has
been ruled out of the series, and
there is no guarantee Washing-
ton Sundar would join the team
for the second Test.

Sai Sudharsan is racing
against timetobefitand iscon-
tinuing his rehabilitation at the
Centre of Excellence — whose
role hasonce again come under
the scanner.

A deeper look points to a
more fundamental issue.

“First, thereis no off-season
for players like before,” Ramji
Srinivasan, who was India’s
strength & conditioning coach
before 2008-2013, told The In-
dian Express. “Second, there is
a missing link between the
workload and the recovery pro-
tocols and the training proto-
cols. There is not much of a
sync between these three. So,
thatiswhen most of the injuries
can happen,” he said.

Workload trap

Take Bumrah for example.
After playing the T20 World Cup
with a niggle in his knee, Mum-
bai Indians head coach Mahela
Jayawardene revealed hehadto
build his workload gradually,
which saw a dip in his pace.
Then, after the IPL, despite

e BATTLE OF SURVIVAL

beingrested for the Afghanistan
seriesand T20Is againstIreland
and England, the kneeinjuryre-
surfaced following animpactin-
jury in Cardiff.

Washington raced against
time toregain fitness clearance
and, in England, suffered a
hamstring injury. Nitish Kumar
Reddy broke down again with
a quadriceps injury after he
worked and increased his bow-
ling pace by 10 yards. Whether
he consulted anyone before
taking the step is not known
yet. And then there is Harshit
Rana, who missed the T20
World Cup with a knee injury
and ended upwith a hamstring
issue in England.

This isn’t the first instance
of players suffering break-
downs after an IPL.

And Ramji felt there was a
reason for it.

“In those two months of
IPL, players are only in re-
covery mode. There is not
much work that happens with
regards toimproving fitnessin
that period. This workload
management, they may not be
working more. They may be
working less. And suddenly,
you come into the Indian team,
your workload increases. So
duringthe IPL, if youdon't pre-
pare ahead for your red ball
cricket or S0 overs, there is no
workload management there,”
he added.

The cramped schedule has
also prevented India from hav-
ing pre-season camps. In 2024,
prior to the two-Test series
against Bangladesh at home,
they camped in Chennai. They

-

*'.11

I"Fh.\
4 ML

A left knee injury has ruled Jasprit Bumrah out of the two-Test series in Sri Lanka. creivas

have planned a camp in Co-
lombo before the upcoming
series, starting on August 15.

India's switch from T20
mode to Tests after the IPL also
did not help. A few contracted
players told The Indian Express
that they did not get sufficient
recovery time between series to
work harder on aspects as ad-
vised by trainers.

Ramji agreed. “One has to
train according to the format
which one transitions to. For
example, somebody istraining
for T20. The transition should
happen for them to play 50-
over or Test cricket. Whether
the transition is happening or
notis abig question. Thereis a
huge shift from one format to
the other.

“And they (players) know
the calendar in advance. They
are not randomly put in a situ-
ation. So they need to plan
their training better. They can-

not blame the support staff al-
ways or the coaches always,”
Ramiji says.

Rushed returns

In the BCCI circles, there
are concerns that players are
rushed back from injuries. In
Bumrah and Washington’s
case, the management needed
them in the T20 World Cup
squad. In more recent times,
players have been named in
squads before clearing fitness
tests. Bumrah was part of the
list to go to Sri Lanka, with an
asterisk beside his name, but
was withdrawn on Monday.

“When a playerisnamedin
the squad, immediately he
prefers to get the fitness test.
He may pass the test, which is
basic match fitness, but
whether his fitness has im-
proved or not is often over-
looked. That should not
happen. The RTP (return to

Jamshedpur’s exit lays bare the
financial crisis facing Indian clubs

Shuvaditya Bose
New Delhi, August 4

FINANCIAL BLEED and
mounting losses are not new
terms in the Indian football
ecosystem. Neither is the resul-
tant fate — the folding up of a
football club. Yet, Jamshedpur
FC'sdecision towithdraw from
the Indian Super League has
sent shockwaves. That is less
due to the club's footballing
stature than to who owns it—
the Tata group — which has
been closely tied to Indian foot-
ball for nearly four decades and
iscurrently inaRs2,500-crore,
five-year partnership with the
Indian Premier League.

FC Goa CEO Ravi Puskur
admitted his astonishment.
"It's deeply unfortunate. The
Tata Group has been one of In-
dian football's strongest pillars
for decades. Nobody could ever
imagine a day a Tata-owned
club would cease to exist. We
did not see this coming at all,"
he told The Indian Express.

Neither did Mandar Tam-
hane, the CEO of NorthEast
United. "It came as a surprise to
everyone involved in Indian
football. You don't expect a cor-
porate house like the Tata
Grouptostep away. Ifit werean
organisation that had been in-
volved in the sport for just two
or three years, you could per-
hapsunderstand it. Butthisisa
group that has been part of In-
dian football for over three dec-
ades. That's why I think the
decision caught all of us off
guard," he said.

Chennaiyin FC CEO Ekansh
Gupta shared the sentiment,
even as he understood the ra-
tionale. "We're deeply disheart-
ened to see such a major name
leaving the Indian football eco-
system. Like everyone else,
we'd urge the Tatas to recon-
sider. Atthe same time, we also
understand that the concerns
they've raised, particularly
around finances, are genuine."

Industry estimates suggest
that the ISL clubs are facing ap-
proximately Rs 25-30 crore
losses every season. A major
blow, as per CEOs, is the expiry
of FSDL's commercial agree-
mentwith the AIFF. Under that

o'Long-planned strategic move'

Jamshedpur FC's withdrawal from the upcoming ISL season was a long-
planned strategic decision to return to grassroots football development
and had "nothing to do" with the uncertainty surrounding the league's
commercial future, Tata Steel Vice President (Corporate Services) DB
Sundara Raman said. "The current decision has nothing to do with
whatever changes have happened in the last one year. Our decision has
been independent of that," he said. PTI

Itcameasa Atthe moment,
surprise to clubfootballin
everyoneinvolvedin Indiais stillbeing
Indianfootball. You fundedlargely from
don'texpecta the owners' pockets.
corporate houselike  Broadcastrevenue
the Tata Group to has effectively fallen
step away” tozero”
Jamshedpur FC’s ISL pullout MANDAR TAMHANE, EKANSH GUPTA,
has sent shockwaves. x NORTHEAST UNITED FC CEO CHENNAIYIN FC CEO
deal, Reliance'ssubsidiarypaid  isfacinglosses.Noclubcansay mediadeal.

the federation Rs 50 crore an-
nually. Broadcast revenues
have since collapsed, with the
per-match valuation reportedly
falling from approximately Rs
1.68 crore during 2024-25 to
about Rs 9.5 lakh last season.

"At the moment, club foot-
ballin Indiaisstill being funded
largely from the owners'
pockets. Broadcast revenue has
effectively fallen to zero," in-
formed Gupta.

Mountinglosses

If shrinking revenues are
one side of the equation, soar-
ingwage bills are the other, and
perhaps, the bigger factor.
Hyderabad FC, unable to sus-
tain its losses, was sold to the
BC Jindal Group last year and
rebranded as SC Delhi. CEO
Dhruv Sood said the club con-
sciously resisted entering the
salary spiral.

"We've always maintained
one principle: if we can't afford
aplayer, wewon't sign himand
put the club's future at risk. We
haven't received a single rupee
in central revenuesyet, sowe're
still absorbinglosses. But we're
working towards breaking
even. The biggest cost, that is
the player wages, is still in our
control," he said.

Tamhane said, "Every club

they are in profit. That makes it
even more important to be
smart with every rupee that's
spent. Financial prudence has
become absolutely essential. I
believe clubs should invest
more in youth development,
because if you develop your
own players, it reduces costs
considerably."

At Chennaiyin FC, Gupta
believed course correction was
asolution.

"The biggest challenge
today is player salaries. There
has to be a market correction.
Clubs have to accept respon-
sibility too—it wasn't just
agents or players driving sal-
aries up. We, as clubs, also
contributed to that inflation.
That correction won't happen
overnight because many
players are on long-term
contracts. As those deals ex-
pire over the next year or two,
salaries will gradually reset to
more sustainable levels."

Broadcast battle

Asclubs grapple with rising
costs, they also face another
pressing challenge: securing a
broadcaster. Commercial
rights for the league were
handed over to the clubs last
month, leaving them respon-
sible for negotiating the next

Puskur remained opti-
mistic. "Alot of workis happen-
ing behind the scenes right
now. Indian football is not just
about doom and gloom. Yes,
Jamshedpur steppingawayisa
setback. But if the rest of the
ecosystem remains strong, In-
dian football can move for-
ward. A broadcast partner is
currently being finalised
through a live tender, and we
will have the league in a full
home-and-away format that
the fans will enjoy."

"Once the broadcast tender
is completed, there's a partner
in place for the next two to four
years," said Gupta.

Sood, too, argued against
writing the league's obituary.

"If we keep telling people
that Indian football is collaps-
ing, then noonewillinvest. The
league modelisin place. There
are still commercial dis-
cussions happening, and
people are out in the market
speakingto potential partners."

The deadline for ISL's media
rights bids is understood to be
August 8, with the new season
scheduled to begin in October.
What remains uncertain ishow
many clubswillline up. TheIn-
dian Expresshaslearned that at
least two clubs are currently
facing an uncertain future.

play) parameters should not
be compromised,” a source
who is familiar with the devel-
opments said.

There was a time when
players could make a comeback
only after proving their fitness
by playing practice matches.
That yardstick has notbeen ap-
plied in all cases. With another
gruelling schedule ahead,
Ramji said, arobust system has
to be put in place.

“You can haveacampforall
the red-ball players well ahead.
Put them in a robust place so
thatthey peak at the right time.
Before you move to red-ball
cricket, you need aformat-spe-
cific camp. For the last six
months, you have been playing
a high-intensity, power game
here. And suddenly, you get
intoendurance mode. Imagine
Usain Bolt suddenly running
like (Eliud) Kipchoge. Can you
do that or vice versa?”

‘Jordan FA president

accuses FIFA boss
Infantino of ‘blackmail’

Reuters
Paris, August 4

THE CRISIS triggered by FIFA
chief Gianni Infantino's aban-
doned proposal tosell astakein
the World Cup deepened on
Tuesday with influential
executives distancing them-
selves from the project while
Jordan's FA president accused
him of blackmail.

After three days of un-
precedented civil war in the
world of soccer administration
last week, the S6-year-old
Swiss-Italian Infantino backed
away from his plan to raise $4.2
billion from a new commercial
rights body late on Friday night.

Infantino apologised for
how the proposal, which would
have brought private invest-
ment into the World Cup forthe
first time, had divided the
game, but his once unassailable
bastion of power at the top of
the global governing body was
shattered. FIFA Secretary Gen-
eral Mattias Grafstrom sent an
internal message to staff la-
mentingthe "sad and reproach-
able series of events" thatled to
the project being "permanently
abandoned", two sources said.

"We have all been thrown
into the middle of a turmoil,
which is difficult to compre-
hend and accept," Grafstrom
wrote in the letter without
mentioning Infantino by
name. "But, as Secretary Gen-
eral, I urge you to remain fo-
cused on what has always
united us: serving football and
serving our 211 Member Associ-
ations, hand in hand with all
relevant stakeholders and in
full compliance with the FIFA
Statutes and FIFA Regulations.

Arsene Wenger, the Chief of
Global Football Development
at FIFA and technical adviser to
soccer's rule-making body
IFAB, said he was not involved
in the proposal and
only learned about it through

Influential FIFA executives have
distanced themselves from
Infantino’s sale plan. ReuTers

media reports. "The decisionto
withdraw the project was abso-
lutely necessary and beyond
question, because I firmly be-
lieve in an independent FIFA
that serves our game with com-
mitment, transparency, and in-
tegrity," Wenger said in a state-
ment.

Carlos Cordeiro, senior ad-
visor to Infantino, resigned last
week after "unequivocally" op
posing the proposal.

‘Werefusetogivein’

Jordan FA president Alibin
Hussein accused FIFA of
"blackmail", claiming it offered
to help solve many of the king-
dom's problems in exchange
for endorsing Infantino.

"We pride ourselves in Jor-

dan in upholding ethical
values. We did not endorse him
(Infantino) before and certainly
will not now," Bin Hussein
wrote on X.
"But the whole situation
amounts to blackmail and we
refuse to give in to that." The
German FA said it was not en-
dorsing Infantino, while the
Dutch FA said it would not vote
for him in the next elections.
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Sindhuseeded
9th, Sat-Chi5th

atBadminton
World C’ships

Express News Service
New Delhi, August 4

DOUBLE OLYMPIC medallist
PV Sindhu will be seeded ninth
while 2022 Asian Games cham-
pion men’s doubles pair Sat-
wiksairaj Rankireddy and Chi-
rag Shetty have been handed
the fifth seeding for the up-
coming BWF World Champion-
ships scheduled from August
17-23 at the Indira Gandhi Sta-
dium, New Delhi.

India has two more seeded
entries with former world
championships bronze medal-
list Lakshya Sen seeded 14th in
men’s singles and the mixed
doubles pairing of Dhruv
Kapila and Tanisha Crasto are
seeded 15th.

Indiahastwo entrieseachin
all the five categories of the
championships with at least
one seeded entry in four of the
five categories.

The Indians will be playing
in front of the home crowd as
the marquee event has re-
turned to the country after 17
years with the 2009 edition
being held in Hyderabad.

While the players qualified
for the prestigious champion-
ships based on their world
rankings of April 28, 2026, the
seedings were decided on the
basis of world ranking on July
28,2026.

In men’s singles, Shi Yuqi of
China is the top seed while
South Korea’s women’s singles
star An Se Youngisthetop seed
in her category. Women’s
singles world champion Akane
Yamaguchi of Japan is seeded
second while the third and
fourth spots have gone to Wang
ZhiYiand Chen Yufei of China.

South Korea’s Kim Won Ho
and Seo Seung Jae are top seeds
in men’s doubles with China’s
Liu ShengShu and Tan Ning get-
ting the top billing in women’s
doubles. The draw for the cham-
pionshipswill take placein New
Delhi on Wednesday.
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